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Dozens 
killed, 
hundreds 
shot, as 

Middle 
East 
hopes are 
buried in 
. the battle 
of Joseph’s 
Tomb 


ci sits 
u v.in ’ 








Death on the st re e t s: Palestinians cany away one of the nine wounded by Israelis in violent dashes in Bethlehem Photograph: Rula Halawanj/Reuters 


Gun battles between Israeli 
troops and Palestinian police- 
men, settlers and civilians, 
spread like a forest fire across 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
yesterday bringing the Middle 
East peace process to the brink 
of collapse. 

By nightfall at least 24 Pales- 
tinians and 11 Israelis were 
dead. More than 250 Palestini- 
ans and 43 Israelis were treat- 
ed for bullet wounds - 
-(together the bloodiest day 
_ice the peace process began 
1 1993. “It’s a picture of war,” 
fP«rs armed forces radio said- 
c ^resident Bill Clinton of- 
last night to intervene per- 
sonally to bring a halt to the 
♦ ^ir-lcnce, sparked by Israel’s 
decision to open a new en- 
trance to an ancient tunnel near 
the holy sites in the old city of 
Jerusalem. Efforts were being 
made last night to arrange an 
emeigcncy summit between the 
Israeli Prime Minister, 
Bmyamin Netanyahu, and the 
Mestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
After two days of bloodshed, 
it looked extremely difficult to 
salvage the peaceprocess, how- 
ever much both sides may want 
to. The feeling was growing 
that both Arafat and Netanyahu 
had lost control of the situation. 
Senior Palestinian officials ad- 
i milted that some of their police 


units were ignoring orders to 
cease file, broadcast throughout 
the evening in Mr Arafat’s 
name. Co-operation between 
the security services was a cor- 
nerstone of the Oslo peace 
agreements. What chances of 
such co-operation being re- 
stored after they have been 

IdHing and maiming each other? 

Earlier Mr Netanyahu flew 
home after cutting short an of- 
ficial visit to Germany. He 
spoke to Mr Arafat, by tele- 
phone from his plane. Mr Ne- 
tanyahu asked for an urgent 
meeting, but Mr Arafat de- 
clined to give him an immedi- 
ate answer. Netanyahu told 
Arafat it was important the 
two “look one another in the i 
so that each knows what tbe i 
ers’ intentions are,* 1 said one Is- 
raeli official. Arafat reportedly 
replied that he saw no point in 
meeting unless Israel came up 
with proposals for implement- 
ing the peace agreements, 
which have been marking time 
since Mr Netanyahu came to 
power in Jime. 

Both the Prime Minister and 
his Defence Minister, Yitzhak 
Mordechai, bad spoken earlier 
to Mb' Arafat, urging him to stop 
Palestinian police firing on their 
Israeli counterparts. 

A senior Arafax aide put tbe 
blame on Israel, saying the vi- 


Eric Silver in Jerusalem 


olence was triggered by Israeli 
troops using live bullets. “They 
are killing the peace process," 
the Palestinian Cabinet secre- 
tary, Ahmed Abdel Rahman, 
said. He demanded that Israel 
close the tunnel mid fulfil 
promises it had made in the 
peace agreements. 

Israefi helicopters and ar- 
moured personnel carriers were 


state of emergency and tried to 
seal off West Bank towns under 
Palestinian self -rule. The day’s 
worst violence was reported 
from two isolated Jewish set- 
tlements in the Gaza Strip - 
Netzarim and Kfar Darom — 
and from Nablus. ' 

Exchanges of fire, were also 
reported from RamaUah. where 
seven Palestinians were shot 


Inside 


Comrades, 



deployed last night to evacuate 
about 40 soldiers and settlers be- 
sieged in Joseph’s Tomb, a mil- 
itant Jewish religious enclave in 
the autonomous West Bank 
town of Nablus. The shrine 
was reported to be burning. 

■Rwo Israeli soldiers were shot 
dead. Palestinian rioters set 
fire to three Israeli army jeeps 
trying to evacuate the site. An 
official at Palestinian bead- 
quarters in Nablus mid they had 
imposed a curfew in an effort 


The Isaeli army 


dead on Wednesday, and in 
Bethlehem, Hebron and East 
Jerusalem. 

Hundreds of slogan-shouting 
Palestinians marched on the two 
Gaza settlements shortly after 
dawn. The soldiers and para- 
military border police guarding 
them came under a barrage of 
stones and bottles. The mobs 
then turned its wrath on civil- 
ian settlers over their perime- 
ter fences. 

According to Israeli reports, 
the soldiers at first responded 
with teargas and rubber Millers, 


then fired warning shots in the 
air with live ammunition. Pales- 
tinian policemen fired back and 
the confrontations deteriorated 
into gun battles between tbe two 
uniformed forces, which are 
supposed to co-operate in the 
enforcement of the interim 
peace agreements. Many of the 
soldiers and police shooting at 
each other would have been en- 
gaged in joint patrols up to two 
days ago, 

In Kfar Darom, Michal 
Sheinbaum, who was sheltering 
with her children while her 
husband joined the fighting 
outride, told Israel Radio: “The 
shooting got worse and worse. 
The Arabs were standing by the 
gates. We’re here by a mirade. 
Afl we can do is pray to God. 
Whatever will be, will be.” 

Last night President Clinton 
appealed to “both sides to end 
this violence". Asked if Israelis 
should reseal the tunnel whose 
opening sparked the violence, 
Mr Clinton came dose to a di- 
rect criticism of Israel’s ac- 
tions. “They need to discuss 
these matters between them,” 
he said, “and they need to ask 
themselves what can wedo to 
avoid unnecessarily provoca- 
tive actions." 

Israeli analysts are worried 
that the armed intervention of 
the Palestinian police will play 


Liberal elitist confesses cowardice 





ANTHONY BEVINS 
Political Editor 

Baroness V/hmocfc, a pillar of 
die liberal and educational es- 
tablishments, today confesses to 
being a coward in the face of po- 
litical correctness over die con- 
version of polytechnics into 
universities. 

Writing in this week’s edition 
of the Tana Higher Education 
Supplement, she says: "lb con- 
demn comprehensive schools on 
purely academic grounds seems 
‘elitist’, and no accusation is 
more damning. Both left and 
right, for different reasons, are 
compelled to avoid such a 
charge, for the penalty of efit- 
»td is that all one’s arguments 
-^e automatically disregarded." 
^hit the former Mistress of 
S^n College, Cambridge, 
l “ids the frank admission: 


“It was fear of the charge of elit- 
ism that led many members of 
the House of Lords, including 
myself to sit by in cowardly si- 
lence when the tide of univer- 
sity was bestowed on all the 
polytechnics. izuSsaizmnatdty." 

Lady Warnock. who chaired 
official inquiries into special ed- 
ucation, and human embryolo- 
gy, makes her confession in a 
review of die book We Should 
Know Better Solving the Edu- 
cation Crisis , by the Conserva- 
tive MP George Walden,. 

“It was the didst charge” she 

says in a direct reference to the 
book, “compounded by that of 
hypocrisy, that was the undoing 
of Harriet Hartnan, whose case 
Walden calls ‘Labour’s Dreyfus 
■Case’, transcending as it did, the 
individual, and taking on a 



e thesis of Mr "Wfokfen’s book 


Baroness Wamodc Sat in 
‘cowardly silence’ 

is that the co-existence of the 
private and state school systems 
needs to be tackled if overall 
education is to be improved. 
Provocatively, Lady Wsmock 


- a former headmistress of Ox- 
ford High School - says: “For 
one thing, consciousness of be- 
longing to the inferior part in- 
fects teachers in maintained 
schools, however much they 
prefer, on missionary or polit- 
ical grounds, to teach there. 

“Hence they allow them- 
selves to be represented, as 
many as 200,000 of them, by the 
National Union of Teachers, a 
union that is of the old-fash- 
ioned militant left, deeply anti- 
academic, seen by tbe oniside 
world, indeed, as deeply stupid. 
Public and parliamentary re- 
spect for teachers as a profes- 
sion is therefore nonHeristent” 

Arguing that the use of mar- 
ket forces had not succeededm 
improving schools, Lady War- 
nock says: “Any method ofitn- 


ceachets or pious hope, will 
inevitably be expensive. 

“Yet it has to be faced that 
unless this money is spent, 
Britain will fell further and fur- 
ther behind, until it reaches the 
lowly status of an underdevel- 
oped country.” She adds that 
the word, “developing” would, 
be too optimistic a term to use 
in that contest. 

Aligning herself with Mr 
Walden, she says that the great- 
est hope for an improvement in 
^ta pH^p k lies in se- 
lection. 

Mr Walden, she says, speaks 
of the “nightmare of the right”, 
of Arlevel standards erodingand 
degree courses becoming no ' 

better than extended sixth-form 
sessions. “I can assure him," she 
adds, “that here and there, bat 
increasingly, the nightmare is 
reality.” 


into the hands of Israeli hard- 
line opponents of the Oslo 
agreements, especially those 
campaigning against the rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops from 
Hebron, the last West Bank 
town still under occupation. 

Mr Netanyahu’s decision to 
open tbe Jerusalem tunnel, de- 
spite the reservations of his se- 
curity advisers, is coming under 
increasing critiasm in the Israeli 
media. Some commentators 
are asking whether he can get 
back into negotiations without 
closing the tunnel, however 
much prestige that would cost 

hrm. 

David Grossman, the novel- 
ist and writer on Arab affairs, 
said yesterday: “The situation is 
extremely fragile and dependent 
very much on the good will and 
intelligence of both tides. It ap- 
pears that pur tide is demon- 
strating neither good wifi nor 
much intelligence. 

“If you. try to build a part- 
nership with someone, even if 
he is your enemy, you cannot 
knock him down. The steps 
taken by the Israeli Government 
-are not directed, at building 
a peace of equality and mutu- 
ality, but rather at freezing 
the Palestinians into a situation 
in which they are subordinate 
to us and dependent on our 
goodwill/* 


Ql'K'KLY 


Palme death claim 

An assassin said South African 

S ice services were res- 
for tbe death of Olof 
K Swedish prime min- 
ister shot dead- in 1%6-FBge U 

Adams raises storm 

Gerry Adams prompted con- 
troversy when questkmed about 
this week’s swoop on an ERA ex- 
plosives cache, insisting he was 
simply “very pleased that only 
one person was killed”- Page 2 
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Just Paddy Ashdown’s 
parly? Not any more, 
it isn’t: Shirley 
Williams is back, 
welcomed as the new 
heroine of the Liberal 
Democrats. Page 6 
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news 


COLIN BROWN 
and JOHN RENTOUL 


Tony Blair is trying to head off 
a damaging defeat al next 
weeks Labour Party conference 
by the pensioners' campaign led 

by Baroness Castle for a big in- 
crease in slate pensions. 

Mr Blair met John Edmonii, 
leader of the GMB general 
union, and Roger Lyons, gen- 
eral secretary of the MSF man- 
ufacturing union. 10 urge them 
to reject the campaign for the 

ear ning link to be restored to 
pensions, led by the veteran for- 


Mawhinney 
calls for order 
in Euro row 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The Tory Party leadership yes- 
tenJav ordered a clamp down on 
ministers to amid further dam- 
aging gaffes over Europe wreck- 
ing "the annual Conservative 
Party' conference. 

Brian Mawhinney. the Tory 
Party chairman, told a political 
meeting of the Cabinet yester- 
day that he had ordered minis- 
ters to clear their speeches with 
him before addressing hinge 
meetings at the party confer- 
ence in' Bournemouth. 

At least three Euro-sceptic 
Cabinet ministers will be caught 
by the new ruling. Peter Lilley, 
Michael Howard and Michael 
Forsyth arc all speaking at 
right-wing fringe meetings and 
will have to submit their speech- 
es to the party chairman for ap- 
proval. 

The move follows the attack 
on Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor, by the junior foreign of- 
fice minister. Sir Nicholas 
Bonsor. It is part of an effort by 
the party leadership to restore 
discipline to their long-term 
general election campaign after 
a week of public relations dis- 
asters. 

Ministers are under orders 
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In this week's Radio Times Eddie Murphy talks about 
his early success and his recent failures. And why he's 
scared about going back to stand up comedy. 


ITS NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT. 


2 fm Alright Jacques 
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mer Cahmet minister and Lord 
(Jack I Jones. 

The party leadership is also 

concerned that it is facing defeat 

at the hands of the uniore on their 
demands for the immediate 
restoration of employment rights 
if Labour comes to power. 

The Labour leadership fears 
it could be overturned on pen- 
sions by Lady Castle, who was 
responsible for establishing the 
Hnk between pensions and earn- 
ings in the Wilson government. 
A Shadow Cabinet source said: 
"Fighting Barbara Castle and 
Jack Jones is like taking on 


Mother Teresa and Nelson Man- 
dela. It’s going to be very dose." 

The leadership is also facing 
defeat in a second vote on 
Wednesday over demands to re- 
store protection from day one 
of employment, as promised by 
John Smith, the late Labour 
leader. The unions, who hold SO 
percent of the votes at the con- . 
ference, are in no mood to do 
the leadership favours after the 
rows at the TUC conference 
earlier this month. 

A vigorous fighthack against 
Lady Castle is being mounted 
by Harriet Hannan, Labour's 


spokesperson on Social Security. 
She told The Independent'. 
“There is no pot of gold to pay 
for pensions. If we were to 
promise £3-5bn for pensioners, 
it would be a spending com- 
mitment which we would have 
to break, or it would mean 
putting taxes up. 1 * 

She is pressing die unions and 
the constituency parties, who 
hold the remainder of the votes, 
to accept the plan for “stake- 
holder pensions" drawn up by 
her predecessor, Chris Smith, to 
provide a valuable top up for the 
state pension. 


Ms Harman insists that the 
Labour pensions plan would tar- 


get money at the poorest pen- 
sioners, while the flat rate 


uprating plan promoted by 
Lady Castle would be expensive 
and less effective. 

Labour promised the restora- 
tion of the Hnk between earnings 
andpenaoDS at the 1992 election, 
funded by abolishing the ceiling 
on nationaTinsurance contribu- 
tions. That led to the lory “tax. 
bombshell”, which cost Labour 
the election. The Shadow Chan- 
cellor, Gordon Brown; is deter- 
mined not to repeat the mistake. 


to present a confident message 
to voters that the Government 
has a clear policy direction for 
the millennium and beyond. 
John Majortold Cabinet col- 
leagues the conference should 
be forward looking and full of 
practical and realistic proposals. 

Dr Mawhinney claimed the 
Tories’ “New Labour, New 
Danger* - campaign unveiled in 
the summer, powerfully rein- 
forced the voters' belief that 
Labour would tax more and in T 
flation and mortgages would 
both rise. Voters also fear the 
unions would hold the whip 
hand under a Blair govern- 
ment. 

The Prime Minister has 
urged ministers to emphasise 
lory plans to improve living 
standards and education, con- 
tinue the law and order cam- 
paign. and the crackdown on 
social security fraud. 

The Prime Minister also 
confirmed that Government 
policy on the single currency 
and Britain's opt-out at Cabinet 
would not change, inspite of the 
continued pressure from the 
Tory Euro-sceptics, but the 
right wing show no signs of let- 
ting up in their campaign to rule 
out Britain's entry into a single 
currency. 




Image problem: Gerry Adams in front of a poster of himself at his news conference yesterday Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Adams stays in media firing 
line with verdict on shooting 


DAVID McKITTRJCK 

Ireland Correspondent 


Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams prompted fresh con- 
troversy yes icr day as he side- 
stepped questions about this 
week's swoop on an IRA ex- 
plosives cache, insisting he was 
simply "very pleased that only 
one person 'was killed''. 

Mr .Adams pressed ahead 
with his London visit, despite his 
decision to pull out of a Com- 
mons meeting with Labour 
backbenchers Jeremy Corbyn 
and Tony Benn. The Sinn Fein 
leader did meet the MPs at a 
venue outside the Commons 
and posed for cameras on the 
green in front of Parliament. 

Mr Adams held a news con- 
ference in the Irish Centre in 
Camden, north London, in- 
stead. He admitted he hud 
nearly pulled out of news con- 
ferences and book-launches in 
Dublin and Bel fast as well as in 


London because of what hap- 
pened earlier this week. “1 am 
quite sensitise that, at u time 
when a young man has been 
killed in quite controversial cir- 
cumstances in London, that 1 
have other priorities." he said. 

His suggestion that he was 
“very pleased that only one 
person was killed" in the* secu- 
rity forces swoop on suspected 
1RLA terrorists earlier this week 
came in response (o a question 
about whether he welcomed (he 
seizure of 10 tons of explosives. 

"I think that in all of this you 
can look at a particular incident. 
We need to look at the laiger 
position." he said. 

He said he had never met Di- 
arm u id O'Neill - the suspected 
terrorist who was lolled -but re- 
peated his call for questions to 
be answered about the circum- 
stances of his death. 

Mr Corbyn broke a silence 
that had lasted several days to- 
dav when he told BBC Radio 4's 


World at One that he had been 
surprised at all the fuss over the 
planned Commons meeting 
with the Sinn Ftein President. 

“Gerry Adams has been into 
the building before and. if 
there's to he a peace process in 
Ireland, clearly it has got to in- 
volve Sinn Fein and Gerry 
Adams." he said. "Tony Benn 
and myself expected to have a 
private meeting in the House of 
Commons. Somebody decided 
to make that public. 

"It then became a public 
furore. I thought the meeting 
should go ahead anyway, but I 
heard with a phone call at 
ft.30am from Gerty Adams's 
personal assistant that the meet- 
ing was not going to lake place 
there because he didn't want to 
continue with the problems be- 
ing caused." 

The republican movement 
yesterday refrained from claim- 
ing Diarmuid O'Neill as a mem- 
ber of the IRA, referring to him 


in its weekly publication. Re- 
publican News, simply as “an 
Irishman.” Instead, the news- 
sheet concentrated on alleging 
he had died in "an clabnraic 
shoot-to- kill operation". It an- 
nounced that a protest picket 
would be held al Downing 
Street on Sunday. 

Republican News declared: 
“The killers riddled their victim 
with bullets and dragged his 
body from his home. When 
their deed was done they fed the 
media the story that the young 
man had been killed in a gun- 
battle and that shots had been 
exchanged. 

''Virtually all the media in 
Britain and Ireland on Monday 
and Tuesday, in the crucial 
hours after the killing, dutiful- 
ly carried this story." 

The incident is being com- 
pared by republicans to the in- 
cident in Gibraltar in 1988 
when SAS soldiers shot dead 
three unarmed IRA members. 


Scots lay claim to tiger economy 


JAMES CUSICK 


Scotland would he transformed 
into one of the wealthiest 

“tiger" economies if the Union 
was ditched, the Scottish Na- 
tional Parly conference was 
told yesterday. 

A new SNP document. The 
Economic Case for indepen- 
dence, insisted that Scotland is 
paying an annual surplus of 
£4(Xhn to the UK. This is a di- 
rect contradiction of govern- 
ment figures which currently 
claim that the Union subsidis- 
es Scotland by about £8bn. 

John Swinney, the SNP’s 
treasury spokesman, told the 
conference that Scotland, as a 
small resource-rich country, 
would thrive if tndejvndcnL "Of 
the 35 richest countries in the 
world, 25 haw populations of 


less than 10 million - and few 
have Scotland’s wealth of re- 
sources." he said. And in a 
theme that will dearly be rein- 
forced between now' and the 
election campaigns Fergus Ew- 
ing, the party's business 
spokesman, argued I hat inde- 
pendence “would give us the 
power to unleash economic po- 
tential and transform Scotland 
from an under-achieving pari of 
the UK into one of Europe's 
wealthiest and most dynamic 
tiger economies". 

Turning an LSbri subsidy into 
a £4fRlm surplus has involved 
the SNP sharply challenging 
government statistics on every- 
thing from North Sea oil rev- 
enue m local business rates. 
The largest amount is account- 
ed for bv the claim lhal by re- 
moving Scotland s share of the 


UK’s current public overdraft, 
which they estimate CSObn, the 
Scottish subsidy could be cut in 
half. The Nationalists' docu- 
ment also claims that increas- 
ing revenues from North Sea oil 
will deliver an extra billion a 
year on top of current estimates. 

It also claims that since 1979 
Scotland under the Union has 
lost out on 211 per cent or po- 
tential economic growth. 

However, the descriptions 
of a tiger economy and the ac- 
countancy methods used in the 
SNP s independence argument 
were attacked yesterday by the 
Shadow Chancellor Gordon 
Brown as “a Brigadoon budget" 
- a reference to a mythical 
kingdom. Mr Brown branded 
the SNP's sums as "wish-list pol- 
itics. a list of promises no one 
can afford to deliver". 


Under Alex Saimond's lead- 
ership the SNP has tried to be- 
have like a party seeking to win 
a post -independence election. 
Instead of merely estimating 
Scotland’s wealth and laying 
down the moral and political ar- 
guments for independence, Mr 
Salmond has played the role of 
would-be prime minister and 
chancellor. Yesterdays docu- 
ment continued that pattern, 
saying how an SNP govern- 
ment would spend its wealth. 

Mr Brown continued his at- 
tack on the SNP's shopping list 
as "Alex in wnnderiand'C He 
said: “Under Alex Sahnonds in- 
dependence budget total spend- 
ing climbed by £5,501) million, 
an extra spending commitment 
of £1,000 for eveiy Scot. But 
without the income to mate 
ends meet.” 


6 s 


over pensions 


significant shorts 


Lady Castle is a formidable 
advocate. “She looks frail but 
when she gets to the micro- 
phone, she goes off tike a 
bomb,” said another Shadow 
Cabinet source. “The trade 
unions don't want to have a big 
row at the conference. It is Bar- 
bara's ‘last stand’ but we. just 
hope that the unions and the 
constituencies are getting the 
message that her scheme is not 
the best.” . 

* Union sources said the union 
leaders “listened and said they 
would think about it" but gave 
Mr Blair no promises. 


Sex offenders’ 
escapes spark 


Duchess takes 
book battle to 


inquiries 

Internal inquiries have been 
launched after two sex of- 
fenders escaped from com- 
munity care facilities on the 
same day. 

John Mayes, 45, who es- 
caped from St Margaret's 
psychiatric hospital. in Great 
Barr, Birmingham, on 
Wednesday morning after 
breaking away from a male 
psychiatric nurse in the hos- 
pital grounds was recaptured 
by police yesterday as he 
tried to hitch a lift on a mo- 
torway. Mayes was placed at 
the hospital two years ago 
after conviction of a serious 
sexual attack on a seven- 
year-old boy. 

A second paedophile, 

Steve Daggett, who abscond- 
ed on Wednesday while on a 
shopping trip from the top 
security Ashworth Special 
Hospital in Maghull, Mersey- 
side, has telephoned staff at 
the establishment to say that 
his escape was a planned 
protest Daggett, who has 
three convictions for inde- 
cently assaulting young girls 
in Cumbria in 1984, gave his 
lone escort the slip during a 
shopping trip to Liverpool 
city centre yesterday. He was 
not considered dangerous by 
hospital staff, and the trip 
was part of a rehabilitation 
programme before his re- 
lease to a less secure unit 

The hospital has stopped 
all similar outings pending 
the outcome of a review of 
procedures. 


court 


The Duchess of York has de- 
cided to take her battle to 
block a book abouiberpri- ^ 
vate life, into an open court ™ 
hearing, her solicitors- an.-' 
nounced last night 

Her decision came a day. 
after she learned, following a 
High Court judge's ruling, 
that such a bearing will face 
her with the prospect of a 
public quizzing over her rela- 
tionship with her former - 
financi al adviser John Bryan. ; 

She must also find 
£500,000 as security for any 
damages that might be won 
by her former friend Dr Al- 
lan Staride and publishers 
Michael O'Mara Books if the 
10-day hearing, starting on 
7 October, goes against her. 

The news of her dedsioa 
came as friends said she was 
determined to “fight on". 


Alka Seltzer 
fizz for Asda 


BSE backlog 


worsens 


The backlog in culling cattle 
to eliminate BSE from the 
national herd is worse than 
expected, the Government 
admitted yesterday. 

But Roger Freeman, the 
Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, said steps were 
being taken to prevent a 
heavy burden on farmers. 

A survey showed that the 
number of cattle awaiting 
slaughter was "substantially 
higher” than the figures pre- 
viously used for calculations, 
but Mr Freeman declined to 
give details. “The emergency 
continues.” he said. “It seems 
to be worse than we had ex- 
pected. We are quite deter- 
mined to take the steps 
necessary to reassure the 
farming community that they 
are not going to be placed 
under an unacceptable bur- 
den over the winter months.” 

Mr Freeman added that he 
and the other agriculture 
ministers were determined 
lhal the cull would be com- 
pleted by Christmas. Since 
May, 550.000 cattle have 
been culled. 


Supermarket giant Asda was 
banned by the High Court \ 

yesterday from selling the fa- 
mous tummy-settler Alka 
Seltzer at below the price set j 
under the Resale Price Main- ^ 
tenon ce agreement on over- 
the-counter medicines. 1 

The product's makers, the i 
German drug company Bay- | 
er, were granted a temporary 
injunction, pending a further 
hearing in a week's time, af- 
ter Asda's refusal to increase 
the price of the larger 30- 
tablet packs by 10 per cent. 

Asda reacted immediately 
by withdrawing the larger 
packs of Alka Seltzer from 
sale at its 207 stores. The 
company’s corporate lawyer, 
Nick Cooper, said: "We do 
not believe a price increase 
of five times the rate of infla- 
tion can be justified.” 

Asda launched its cam- 
paign last October, cutting 
the cost of 82 brand vitamins 
by up to 20 per cent. It was 
forced to reinstate full prices 
when manufacturers won a 
court injunction. In June, 

Asda slashed the price of 
Anadin Paracetamol, but was - 
again thwarted by High •{ 
Court action. Mr Cooper said 


after yesterday's ruling that a 
report on RPM by the Office 
of Fair Trading was expected 


shortly and might recom- 
mend a full court review of 
price fixing. 


Teenagers 
charged with 


gang rape 

Eight teenagers appeared in 
court yesterday jointly 


charged with the gang rape 
and attempted murder of a: 


Republicans 
say police ‘shot 
to loll’ in raid 


The republican movement in 
Ireland yesterday refrained 
from claiming Diarmuid 
O'Neill, the man killed in the 
police raid on an IRA house 
in London earlier this week, 
as a member of the IRA, re- 
ferring to him in its weekly 
publication. Republican News, 
simply as “an Irishman”. 

Instead, the newssheet 
concentrated on alleging that 
the unarmed O'Neill died in 
“an elaborate shooi-io-kill 
operation", and announced 
that a protest picket would 
be held at Downing Street on 
Sunday. It declared: “The 
killers riddled their victim 
with bullets and dragged his 
body from his home... (then] 
fed the media the story that 
the young man had been 
killed in a gunbattle." 

In propaganda terms the 
Republicans arc evidently 
making as much mileage as 
possible from whether police 
were justified in shooting 
O’Neill. David McKUtridi 


and attempted murder of an 
Austrian woman tourist 

The youths, aged between 
14 and 20. are accused of at- 
tacking the mother of two as 
she spent a weekend in Lon- 
don on a shopping trip. The 
alleged attack took place on 
the towpath of the Regents 
canal in the King's Cross area 
of London soon after mid- 
night on 21 September. 

Appearing at Westminster 
Youth Court in central Lon- 
don, the teenagers were also 
charged robbing the victim of 
£50 cash, her leather jacket 
and her belt. 


, ever 
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Drink spiked 
with ecstasy 


Detectives are investigating 
claims that a 16-year-old girl 
collapsed and died after her 
drink was spiked with ecstasy. 
Nichola Scholey, of Bridling- 
ton, East Yorkshire, made 
the allegation before collaps- 
ing last Friday. She died on 
Monday in Hull Royal Infir- 
mary. Police found evidence 
that she had taken the drag, 
but a post mortem examina- 
tion showed Nichola had 
contracted meningitis. 
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news 


Rebirth of the cool in swinging Britain 


T ° U nn!cL are comin g in record 

numbers to experience 
A a cultural renaissance 

Britain 


final,y re ^iscovered 

ofth^^ eSS a o d radlc menl 
wngmg Sixties, at least 
l0 , foreigners: Brit- 
POP. high fashion and the peri- 
od drama revival have boosted 
numbers of overseas visitors to 
ju all-time high. 

The buzz, exemplified by the 
current London Fashion Week, 
is attracting a newer type of vis- 
itor. interested not only in Bie 
Ben and Shakespeare country 
but the club scene, street mar- 
kets and a cool urban style 
previously associated with Paris 
or New York, 

A total of 23.7 million foreign 
loimsts spent nearly £32 billion 
in the UK last year, with Thiwaji 
and the Czech Republic record- 
ing the biggest increases in ex- 
penditure during their visit. 
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|The alternative guide to* 
aw Britain - hip places for the I 
* cool traveller... i 

In London - Camden market, 
the King's Road, Docklands { 
(snaps of Canary Wharf tow- - 
er obligatory), the Oxo tower! 
and Gabriel’s Wharf, But-l 
leris Wharf, anywhere eluant » 
to shop. . . 1 

Outside the capital - Man-) 
Chester and Newcastle (for* 
the clubs); Glasgow (for the 
Charles ‘Rennie Mackintosh 
and new Museum of Modem 
Art); Brighton; Edinburgh. \ 

_ - 7 

Anthony Sell, chief executive 
of the British Tourist Authori- 
ty ( BTA), which revealed the in- 
crease in its annual report 
yesterday, said: “Britain is en- 
joying a cultural renaissance not 
seen for three decades. 

“Our appeal has many forms 
- from Britpop and the chib 
scene to symphony orchestras 
with world class soloists, or the 
thrill of following Emma 
Thompson or Anthony Hopkins 
on location. 

"Our cities attract shoppers 
from all over the world for the 
^latest fashions, from designer la- 
bels to street styles. Drawn by 
such attractions, more visitors 
are deciding that Britain is the 
place to come to.” - 
The image has not just come 
naturally. The -BTA, has pro- 


moted a “Style and Design” 
campaign, particularly directed 
at the US, Latin Amentia, 
Mediterranean Europe and 
South-east Asia market, where 
there are large numbers of af- 
fluent youne people and older 
couples without children. 

It also produced a new 66- 
page guide to the trendier 
Britain, with articles on club- 
bing, music and surfing, which 
in Singpore stimulated 600 in- 
quiries within three hours of its 
launch. And for film fang , a map 
pinpointing the locations of 
hits such as Sense and Sensibil- 
ity. Rob Roy and First Knight, en- 
couraged more visitors to ex- 
plore the countryside. 

Mr Sell said: “We have 
strengthened Britain’s image 
as a stylish, contemporary and 
vibrant destination - now we are 
starting to see the dividends.” 

At Butler's Wharf, London, 
yesterday, where style guru Sir 
Terence Conran owns a chitch 
of the capital’s most fashionable 
restaurants, Italians Federica 
Giuliolo, 19, and Francesca 
Canaletti, 20, named l earning to 
speak English followed by "the 
monuments" and “history" as 
their reasons for coming to 
Britain. 

But pressed on what they 
loved about the city, Ms Giuli- 
olo had no doubts - the style. 
“The music and the people. 
Fashion. You can do whatever 
you want and nobody will tell 
you not to. In Italy, it is com- 
pletely the opposite,” she said. 
Ms Canaletti elaborated: “In 
Rome, you can’t go out with 
blue hair in the street.” 

New Zealanders Helen 
Zadbariassen, and Nick Dere- 
court, both 23, had strolled on 
to trendy Butler's Wharf by ac- 
cident not design, but liked it. 
“It's lovely, realty stylish," Miss 
Zachariassen said. 

They had, of course, been to 
Buckingham Palace, St Paul's 
and had “done all the touristy 
things” since they arrived last 
week on a working holiday, us- 
ing Britain as a base. But, Mr 
Derecotirt, said: “When I think 
of London, I think of die club 
.scene," “And high fashion,” Ms 
Zachariassen added. 

The BTA claimed yester- 
day’s figures showed the im- 
portance' of- .tourism'; to the 



Hot spots: Manchester’s nightclubs, Charles Rennie Mackintosh museton In Glasgow, Butter's Wharf restaurants and Lime Park in Cheshire, location for Sense and Sensibility 

ff 


British economy and the vital 
role of the BTA in generating 
that income. Mr Sell said its ac- 
tivities generated the equivalent 
of £27 in return for eveiy £1 of 
the £35m public money invest- 
ed. It was not only London that 
benefited. Although the capital 
seized 54 3 per cent’ of the iir- ‘ 
come, the. rest . of England 
earned 34.9per cent, with Scot- 
kmd^atT^rpei: cent, Wales 1.7 


:r cent and Northern Ireland 
1.4 per cent. The 20 per cent rise 
in revenue boosted Britain's 
share of world tourism earnings 
to 5 percent, compared with a 
record low of 4.4 per cent two 
years ago. 

The recent success came un- 
der the direction of Adele Biss, 
the chairman whose contract 
was not renewed by then Her- 
itage Secretary Virginia Bot- - 


tomley in a move which dis- 
mayed the travel industry. 

But the 1995 figures were also 
aided by the IRA ceasefire, 
currency movements making 
Britain a cheaper destination, 
and good weather. 

Asked whether the success 
would continue as these factors 
changed, Mr Sell said: “We . 
don’t see any dark douds on the 
horizon.” 


Labour fury after BBC 
apologises over Anna Ford 



THE INDEPENDENT 

On 7 October we win be celebrating a decade 
of innovation - 10 years during which 
the Independent has changed the shape of 
quality journalism. TAfe are marking our 
birthday with a week full of surprising 
improvements and inspirations. Make it a date. 
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CLARE GARNER 

The Labour Party was last night 
shocked at the BBC’s decision 
to bow to Conservative Party 
pressure and admit to short- 
comings in its interviewing of 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke on 
Radio Four's Today pro- 
gramme. 

The BBC’s Director Gener- 
al, John Birt, agreed with the 
Tory Part) - Chairman, Dr Bri- 
an Mawhinney, that Mr Clarke 
was treated in an openly hos- 
tile" way. by the programme's 
* co-presenter, Anna Ford, while 
moments later the Labour 
Leader, Tony Blair, was handled 
'with kid gloves. Dr Mawfamney 
had complained to Mr Bin 
about Ms Fbrd’s constant in- 
lemipiions of Mr Clarke. 


Mr Birt said in a letter to Mr 
Mawhinney: “The editor of the 
programme has alreacty made 
clear his view that there were 
more interruptions than were 
appropriate and, with hind- 
sight, Anna Ford agrees.” 

The admission. - which 
comes as broadcasters generally 
are complaining that they are 
under intense pressure from 
both Labour and the Tories in 
tiie run-up to the general elec- 
tion - has angered Labour. 
“The willingness of the BBC to 
back down m the face of pres- 
sures from the chairman of 
theToiy party is veiy alarming,” 
a Labour Party spokesman said 
yesterday. . 

In recent weeks, senior 
broadcasters have been com- 
plaining openly that the com- 


petition between the parties to 
influence their priorities, and 
questioning has become near- 
intolerable. Every concession to 
one party, as yesterday, pro- 
duces renewed" pressure from 
the others. Some BBC insiders 
are upset that Mr Birt moved 
so quickly to placate Dr 
Mawhinney. During a lecture in 
Dublin early last year, the BBC 
director general publicly lec- 
tured his journalists for what be 
described as sneering at politi- 
cians. 

In his letter to Dr Maw-bin- 
ney, Mr Birt wrote: “The edi- 
tor of Today accepts that more 
thought should have been giv- 
en to ensuring greater consis- 
tency of approach to two major 
political interviews in the same 
edition of the programme." 


Dr Mawhinney -who lost bis 
temper on-air with another 7o- 
day programme presenter. Sue 
MacGregor, earlier this year - 
had written to Mr Birt com- 
plaining about Ms Fbrd’s fre- 
quent interruptions as she 
questioned Mr Clarke over tax 
and the “demon eyes” poster on 
16 September. 

Her parting shot “So you are 
not going to elevate the de- 
bate?" had been a “disgraceful 
lapse from impartiality into 
blatant editorialising”, said Dr 
Mawhinney. But Mr Birt bl- 
asted that Ms Ford’s closing re- 
mark had not been intended as 
a statement of her pereonal 
view, but rather a question to 
which she expected a response. 
The BBC insists that the error 
was technical, not editorial. 



are not in Vogue 


Thfi- jbahk thought -its adver- 
tisement showing laboratory 
animals being tested was hard- 
hftlog and. contruversiaL-But 
the fashion magazine Vfagttc is 
not impressed 
Its publishing director. 
Stephenpmnh, saidhe deck!-- 

Bank’s aivertisemCTd^ccause 
it was “tttfioaty controversial”' 
and readers wild not like ft.*' 
Thefrank & batfr. dainm% 
that tiguewas guilty of. mi-, 
sorship anti was refusing to 
cariy '.the advertisement be- 
cause lt was ^aid of upsetting 

The adcvertiseincat shows a 
woman applying- face cream: 

and rabbiK in a laboratory, 
and has appeared in poster , 
fonn around the country. 

It is aimed at-highlightmgthe. 
fact that the bank does not in- 




Not fnrour matfaah^lbe advwSswnent that Vogue considered Inappropriate 



vest in companies that test their 
-products on animals, 

■ . The row comes months after- 
the magazine was involved m 
; another dispute over advertis- 
ing. In May, the watch compa- 
ny Omega .threatened to. 
suspend advertising because 


- I.UH ■ 

ic-Iookmg” models. ’ 

' -The “Co-operative Bank’s 
managing director, Tferry 
Thomas, said: “The titty pos- 
sible explanation ■for this cen- 
sorship is that Vogue is 
frightened of upsetting the: 


' powerful cosmetics lobby. This 
issue of crueSy tesiing cosmef- 
les on innocent animals wIB not 
manntyF Mr Thomas said the 
bank’s two nnffion customers 
were “right behind us”. Other 


and.did not cteariy convey the 
benefits of banking with the Cb- 
op.be added. 

“We donYwish to encourage 
controversial adver- 
ts deliberately sug- 


in the next few weeks. 
Mr Quinn said he had de- 

ckfodtiKadvertisementwasnot 

aMnmifale. becaise Vogue was 
a fashion magazine and did 
not. publish controversial ad- 
vertising. 

The advertisement would 
“play badly with the readership" 


on on animals are in some way 
nKHafly wrong.” he said. 

“The CO-operauve Bank are 
not a regular advertiser in 
Vogue. "Wei are not denying 
them' a privilege they have be- 
come accustomed to.” He said 
tewas“nragoingtobelecnired 
by the Co-crperative Bank” 
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Annie a Workfare? This former pilot wants to 

mra? l • l • 1 i 1: _ 


day proves 

healthier 
than ever 


use his brain, not to 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Fresh fruit and raw salad eaten 
daily are the key to good health 
and a life free of heart disease, 
stroke, and other diseases in- 
cluding cancer, according to 
the largest British study w date 
which confirms the benefits of 
at least an apple each day. 

A diet rich in fruit and veg- 
etables is a cornerstone of every 
health education campaign but 
the dramatic reductions in dis- 
ease and mortality revealed in 
the study surprised researchers. 

Scientists recorded the eating 
habits and health of almost 
1 1.000 people over 17 years, and 
found that there was 32 per cent 
fewer deaths from strokes and 
24 per cent fewer deaths from 
heart attacks in people who ale 
fresh fruit every day. 

Overall, the fall in deaths 
from all causes was 21 per cent 
in the fruit-eating group com- 
pared to those whose diet did 
not incorporate as much fresh 
fruit Daily consumption of raw 
salad was also found to protect 
against heart disease. 

Dr Tun Key of the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund's Epi- 
demiology Unit in Oxford, 
which earned out the study, said 
yesterday: "This study shows 
that if you eat fresh fruit daily, 
the chances of dying from a 
heart attack or stroke are sig- 
nificantly reduced. It’s a simple 
message which supports the 
old saying ‘an apple a day.’ The 
results [also] suggest that eat- 
ing fresh fruit daffy may protect 
agaiast cancers.” A study 


known as EPIC, involving 
21 ,000 health-conscious people 
from nine European countries, 
is at present underway to in- 
vestigate this. 

Evidence is accumulating for 
the role of Vitamins A, C, and 
E and various minerals in raw 
food, in limiting damage to ge- 
netic material and tissues and 
promoting healing. The ACE vi- 
tamins, as they are known, are 
powerful scavengers of free 
radicals, harmful chemicals gen- 
erated in the body and present 
in the environment 

The stuefy, published in to- 
morrow’s issue of the British 
Medical Journal, was set up in 
the early 1970s to establish 
whether high-fibre foods or a 
vegetarian diet would lead to 
fewer deaths from heart attacks. 
The evidence to support this hy- 
pothesis was weak while the 
fresh fruit association was high- 
ly significant. 

In the same issue of the 
BMJ. Dr Key reports that meat- 
eaters are more likely to be 
obese than people who eat a 
meat-free diet. The finding 
comes from the EPIC study: 
more than 9 percent of women 
meat-eaters and 6 per cent of 
men were defined as clinically 
obese. Although the figures 
were well below the national av- 
erages (16 per cent for women 
and 13 per cent for men) they 
are greater than the targets set 
by the Government in Health 
of the Nation, for 8 per cent of 
women and 6 per cent of men 
obese by the year 2005. In con- 
trast, the non-meat eaters were 
well within the targets. 


BARRIE CLEMENT 
Labour Editor 

It is either forced labour where 
human dignity has been Hodden 
underfoot or an opportunity fra 
the unemployed to show they 
can make a contribution to the 
community. It depends who 
you speak to. 

Project Work pilot schemes 
- where the long-term jobless 
are forced to undertake tads or 
suffer loss of benefit - has 
elicited emotional responses 
from the clients, some of whom 
see themselves more as victims. 

Peter Byrne, a 47-year-old 
former airline pilot bias been 
made to help with ground clear- 
ing at old people’s houses. Dur- 
ing a five-year period of 
unemployment be unsuccess- 
frilly tried to establish a business 
but was let down by a partner. 

His views of workfare are un- 
likely to please its advocates. “I 
don’t min d doing voluntary 
work, in fact I used to do it when 
' I was employed, but this is 
forced labour. I am not fright- 
ened of hard work, but this is 
an insult to my intelligence.’* 

At his own expense Mr Byrne 
recently trained as an operator 
of remote control equipment for 
the offshore industry. “I should 
be given an opportunity to look 
for work with oflkhoie agencies, 
rather than dealing gardens,” 
he said. 

Dave Gibson, a carpenter 
and builder in his mid-30s from 
mid-Kent, has no doubt where 
he stands: “Even the long-term 
unemployed are entitled to 
some sort of respect They 
seem to think we are 
scroungers, cheats, fraudsters 
and tearaways, but in the main 
we are normal law-abiding cit- 
izens who happen to be unem- 
ployed through no fault of our 
own. If s as if it is a criminal of- 
fence to be out of work." 

Mr Gibson is one of several 
thousand people, unemployed 
for more than two years, who 
have been obliged to join the 
Project Work scheme in the 
Maidstone, Medway and Hull 




Former airline pilot, Petra Byrne, above, pictured near his home in Maidstone, believes Project Work is an insult 


areas. Failure to attend a 
mandatory work experience 
programme results in a loss of 
benefit payments. People who 
are “vulnerable’’ in the words of 
the Department for Education 
and Employment, will have ac- 
cess to hardship payments at a 


rate of 40 per cent and some- 
times 20 per cent lower than 
their normal entitlement 
lie pilot programmes, 
costing about £12m, smack of 
US-style workfare - where 
claimants get nothing from the 
state if Lhey refuse to work on 
designated projects. 

The idea has already caught 
the imagination of those draft- 
ing the Conservative manifesto 
and finds supporters of a slight- 
ly less strident . disposition 
among policy advisers close to 
Tony Blair. 

Mr Gibson who is paid his 
benefit plus £10 to provide his 



building skills to a voluntary or- 
ganisation, wiH take some con- 
vincing. : J 

A project at Buckmore Park, 
a racing trade near the Medway 
. - towns, is little short of a “labour 
camp", he believes. 

Mr Gibson said that people 
on the programme had no 
means of getting their views 
across. “Because we are on the 
scheme we are no longer offi- 
cially unemployed. If s simply a 
means of manipulating the un- 
employment figures.” 

Ministers will derive more 
satisfaction from the views of. 

, Gary Casey, a 39-year-oJd for-. 


mer carpenter and joiner. U I 
. jumped at the chance,” he said 
of froject Work. 

Mr Casey was working as a 
site agent when he was made re- 
dundant from the construction 
industry. Since then be has suf- 
fered from blood pressure and 
arthritis , finding considerable 
difficulty in securing employ- 
ment 

As part of his work experi- 
ence, Mr Casey is organising a 
charity show to raise funds for 
a nature conservation organi- 
sation. Tm going to prove to 
people what I can do,” he says. 
Some of Jhis colleagues who are 


Photograph: Edward Webb 

also supportive of Project Work 
argue that the black economy 
in that area of mid-Kent will be 
undermined by ihe scheme. 
They say that some' claimants 
are involved in work outside the 
taxation system. 

Experts are divided on the 
economics of workfare. Hie 
Government had argued that a 
full-blown national scheme 
would be too expensive, butthe 
Unemployment Unit pressure 
group says that the projects have 
been established “on the cheap” 
and that they will deliver no ben- 
efit to the unemployed and 
very little to the community. 
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Passing by: Seven of eight dipper yachts sail past Greenwich, London, In advance of the 11-month Clipper '96 round-the-world 


race, pioneered by Sir Robin Knax-Johnson, which starts from Plymouth on 12 October 
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Headmaster was 
trying to end feud 


RATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

John Major is set to become the 
first serving prime minister to 
give evidence in court, in the 
“cash for questions'’ libel action 
against the Guardian by the for- 
mer minister Neil Hamilton. 

What could be the most sen- 
sational libel trial for decades is 
now scheduled to open next 
Thursday, just ahead of the 
Tory party conference the 
following week. 

Mr Major and his deputy 
Michael Heseltine are wining to 
go into the witness box during 
the trial, tbeir lawyer told the 
High Court yesterday. Charles 
Gray QC y representing gov- 
ernment ministers and depart- 
ments, told Mr Justice Bell ai 
a preliminary hearing that he 
wanted to “dispel any misun- 
derstandings’'. 

♦ The Guardian's solicitors 
have subpoenaed Mr Major, Mr 
Heseltine, Richard Ryder, the 
former government Chief Whip 
and Sr Robfo Butler, die Cab- 
inet Secretary. 

Mr Gray said: “The Prime 


Minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister and Mr Richard Ryder, 
the former Chief Whip, are con- 
cerned to assist and cooperate 
with this court in arriving at a 
resolution of the issues to be 
contested." All three were 
ready to give evidence m the wit- 
ness box on “any relevant is- 
sues”, Mr Gray said. 

Mr Hami lton is suing the 
newspaper over an article in Oc- 
tober 1994 claiming that he re- 
ceived £2,000 a time for tabling 
parliamentary questions on be- 
half of Mohammed al-Fayed. 
the chairman of Hatreds, and 
accepted £4,000 of free hospi- 
tality in Mr Eayed's Paris Rrtz 
hotel without declaring them in 
the Commons register of MPS' 
interests. 

After initially vowing to con- 
tinue as corporate affairs min- 
ister, Mr Hamilton later 
resigned. A few weeks earlier. 
Sir Robin had conducted an in- 
formal inquiry into allegations 
made by Mr fayed via a third 
party. Tim Smith MP, another 
recipient of payments for ques- 
tions named in the article, re- 
signed his job as a junior 


Northern Ireland minis ter the 
day after the disclosures. 

The political lobbyist Ian 
Greer is also suing, over tbe ar- 
ticle’s claim that he acted as an 
intermediary. 

Yesterday's hearing was con- 
vened to investigate the non-re- 
lease of some government 
documents to tbe Guardian’s 
lawyers. The trial had been 
due to begin next Tuesday but 
Mr Justice Bell ruled. that the 
trial judge, Mr Justice Morfand, 
should first deride which doc- 
uments should be released. 

lories are horrified that the 
trial, which threatens to resur- 
rect allegations of Tory “sleaze”, 
has been scheduled for the par- 
ty conference season. Bnt the 
Guardian’s lawyers say the tim- 
ing was made by the p laintiffs, 
not the newspaper. 

Mr Hamilton’s ability to pur- 
sue his action was only made 
possible after he and support- 
ers successfully campaigned for 
a change to the 1689 Bill of 
Rights to allow an MP to waive 
the rule under which freedom 
of speech in Parliament could 
not be questioned in court 


MoD’s refreshingly 
secret weapon 


Britain’s soldiers and sailors will 
soon be swigging a secret new 
super-drink developed by the 
Ministry of Defence to enhance 
their performance in hot or cold 
dimatesorat high altitudes. The 
effect on these already robust 
individuals - and therefore on 
the enemy -is likely to be dev- 
astating, writes Christopher 
Bellamy. 

Last right the Ministry of De- 
fence refused to say what the 
beverage will be called or to de- 
tail measures to prevent it 
falling into the wrong hands ■ 

Sinre 1991, the SpCCtade Of SOl- 

dieiS Hutching hnWles nf minpra) 

water has been evident, freon the 
Gulf to Bosnia. In hot dimates 
they are required to drink six litres 
ofwater a day to avoid dehydra- 


tion. But water is not the best an- 
swer, the Institute for Naval 
Medicine believes. 

Water contains no energy, 
does not rehydrate quickly and 
fills the stomach. Isotonic 
drinks, which contain elec- 
trolytes - salts and sugars - in 
the same strength* aq fhp human 
body's, euable rehydration to 
take place more quickly and are 
already used by athletes. 

• The new super-soldier-and- 
saflor drink will reduce the 
amount of fluid needed to ac- 
complish rebydration. “We are 
investigating how best we can 
improve physical performance 
by testing different mixes of the 
drink and various feeding pat- 
terns,” James Bflzon, the pro- 
ject officer, said. 


CHARLIE BAIN 

A teenage schoolboy yesterday 
told an Old Bailey jury bow 
he watched as a hooded triad 
gang member stabbed and 
killed the headmaster Philip 
Lawrence just yards from the 
school gate. 

The 14-year-old boy, who 
cannot be nam ed for legal 
reasons, described how Mr 
Lawrence, a father of four, 
jogged tip to a Triad gang 
member who was wearing a 
hood, black bat and scarf 
across his face, and tried to rea- 
son with him outside the front 
gates of St George’s RC school 
m Mai da Vale, north-west 
London. 

“Mr Lawrence said to the tri- 
ad ‘We can son something out 
about this’,” the witness said. 

Demonstrating with a round- 
arm motion, he described 
how the gang member stabbed 
tbe headmaster in the chest af- 
ter punching him in the: face. 
“The triad dropped a knife 
from his sleeve and he stabbed 
Mr Lawrence in the chest." he 
said. ■ ■■'. 


He said he had had a clear 
view and the blade had been 
seven inches in length. 

“The Triad jogged up the hill. 
Mr Lawrence wait back toward 
the school. He passed me. 
He was holding ins shirt. He 
was staggering and holding his 
side.” 

The prosecution alleges that 
Mr Lawrence was killed after a 
running feud between two 
teenage bays at Mr Lawrence's 
school had led to the armed 
gang ambushing one of his 
pupils in a revenge attack. 

One of the gang who had 
played truant and “tagged 
along” because he heard it 
might be “a laugh”, later de- 
scribed Mr Lawrence's murder 
as “disgraceful”. The 16-year- 
old boy, who also gave evidence 
yesterday, said he was originally 
arrested in connection with the 
killing. 

On the way to the police sta- 
tion he told officers that another 
teenager had admitted slabbing 
the headmaster. “What was 
important to me was telling the 
truth and I told the truth,” said 
the boy. 


He agreed he had said to po- 
lice that the other teenager’s ac- 
tion had been disgraceful. 
Asked by defence counsel 
David Spens QC whether that 
had always been his attitude, the 
boy replied: “Yes.” 

He said he had tried to cov- 
er up his truancy afterwards by 
getting himself marked on the 
school register for that day. He 
agreed he did not want it to be 
known he was at the murder 
scene. 

But another reason was that 
he was in trouble with the 
school over truancy. “One more 
offence and they would have 
expelled me,” he told the 
court. 

“I did not think I would get 
arrested because I did not do 
anything." 

A teenaged boy charged with 
Mr Lawrence's murder, who 
cannot be named for legal rea- 
sons, denies that charge and two 
further charges of conspiracy to 
cause gjievous bodily harm and 
wounding with intent. 

: A co-defendant, aged 15, 
also denies the latter two 
charges. 
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LIBERAL DEMOCRATS IN BRIGHTON 



Barnstorming baroness 


r" 


warns of the perils of 


a sell out to Labour 


Stephen goodwin 


Shirley Williams proved herself the 
perennial conference darling once 
again yesterdav when she brought 

Liberal Democrats to their feet with 

a powerful warning that their 
policies must not be swapped for 
seats in a Labour cabinet. 

Baroness Williams, one of the 
“Gang of Four" who founded the 
Social Democrats, took to the 
platform to rally the troops before 
Paddy Ashdown made an unshed- 
uied dosing speech promising not 
to sell out to Labour. But the par- 


arty new government to them, to 
support it in achieving them, to 
remonstrate or even withdraw our 
support if it fails to attempt them," 
The former Labour cabinet min- 
ister, said her oM party was a 
“necessary part” of the change Lib- 
eral Democrats wanted to bring 
about in the way Britain was gov- 
erned. Without change they could 
not achieve their objectives of a 


pleased delegates on the final day 
of the conference was her warning 
against a sell out to Labour- the 
issue Which has rinmniatwri t hi s 
week’s events following a sugges- 
tion by AJex Cariile, the leader of 
the Wdsh party, that Mr Ashdown 
might beofifered seals in a Tony 
Blair cabinet. 

Both Mr Ashdown and Baroness 
WffliamsbeBeve the election could 


*We must not exchange our objectives 
for a handful of government posts’ 


ty leader did keep his options 
open on the possibility of a part- 
nership with Tony Blair. 

Baroness Wiliams said that she 
recognised the unease of many Lib- 
eral Democrats about Labour. 
"But it is up to us," she told them. 
“The Liberal Democrats must 
not be diverted from their key 
policy objectives. We must not 
exchange them for a handful of 
government posts. 

“It is our responsibility to hold 


high standard of education, job 
creation, constitutional reform and 
an end to “petulant, wrecking tac- 
tics" towards the European IJnion. 

The constitutional package of 
voting reform, freedom of infor- 
mation, human rights and devolu- 
tion would require the efforts of 
“a great reforming administra- 
tion" over at least two Parlia- 
ments, Baroness Willi ams added. 

But the passage winch most 


be the trigger for seismic change 
in the political landscape. A 
defeated Conservative party could 
split and a more pluralist tystem of 
politics develop. 

Bafbaess Williams said that if the 
European issue cut across parties 
as it did dazing the 1975 referen- 
dum campaign, Kenneth Qarke, 
Michael Heseltiae and a score of 
other Tory MPs would find them-, 
selves much doser to the Liberal 


Democrats than thear own party. 'T 
hope and beGeve they w31 fight 
alongside ns, for Britanf s whole 
future rote m the wodd will be at 
stake," sh**- said: 

Mr Ashdown addressed con- 
cerns about an y f u t ur e Eas on w ith. 
Labour by pointing to the lessens 
of local genrernment where Liber- 
al Democrats share power with 
other parties. 

The first lesson is tins that titere 
are many ways of exercising pow- 
er and influence. Role nothing hl 
Rate nothing out. Keep all options 
Open. And campaign to win," he 
said. 

■ Lawyers whose cross-examina- 
tion methods caused exce ssiv e 
distress to rape victims should be 

liable to pay compensation, the 
conference was told yesterday. 
The pr oposal was one of a series 
intended to ease the suffering of 
ta p e vict i ms and will be considered 
further by the party. Earlier this 
week, the co nfe re n ce caHed on the 
Govexamentfor a major renew of - 
sentencing policy. 7 
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This week has seen the rebirth of 
the Liberal Democrats as the au- 
thentic party of principle. Gone are 
the dark days of the Eighties when 
the two-party mould was to be bro- 
ken Ity the forces of the sensible - 
ifsoggy- centre. Say heUo, instead, 

to the party of sheet-anchors and 
bedrock, of radicalism and revolt, 
of tax and spend. Well a bit of tax, 
(Ip, if necessary and a dollop from 
those few who earn 100 grand or 
more) and an awful lot of spend. 

So happy have the Lib Dems 
been to cast off the tweeds of re- 
alism and don the Calvin Kleins 
of youthful enthusiasm, that one 
middle-aged female delegate woke 
me np at four this morning with 
“The Battle Hymn Of The Repub- 
lic". So that’s one vote less for 
bedrocks and anchors. 

This wiD not disturb the happy 
homeward wend of delegates, sent 
on their way fay an eternity of 
morale-boosting speeches by every 
senior party member who hadn’t 
had a torn already - and quite a 
flew who had. Alan, Archie. Jack- 
ie, Nichol, David, Shirt, Richard 


and Paddy all gave 
variations on the 
conference theme, 

Alan Befth’s was 
particularly well- 
received. Three 
times he reiterat- 
ed that, “with Lib- 
eral Democrats, 
yon know where 
you are. This is 
what we stand for; this is what yon 
will get’’. It reminded me of Yol 
Brynner as Pharoah Raineses in 
The Ten Com m andments* “so let it 
be written, so let it be doneT. It 
sounded good in 1200BC, and it 
sounds good today. It also happens 
to be bollocks. 

For; like all modern parties, the 
Lib Dems are a coalition of folk 
with varying views and preoccu- 
pations, whose need to appeal to 
different sections of the electorate 

can lead to marked changes in em- 
phasis. In Parliament, this is the 
party of moot; torand &ore. com- 
peting with the Tories for the 
tonrist traps of the TOwt Country , 
the Scottish countryside and the 


seaside towns of 
the Sooth Coast. 
Bat g ro win g sec- 
tions s ee them- 
selves as champ- 
ions of the urban 
poor and under- 
class. These are 
two very difficult 
horses to ride sf- 
. jnnHaneonsly Re- 
distri buti on wffl require taking 
dosh Atom the sedate burghers of 
Newbury and doting it ont to the 
cradHnaddened dnneiB of Hack- 
ney It won’t be popufac Nor is the 
relationship with Labour hi any 
way resolved. David Rendd MP 
spoke of the inevitable flnfare of 
a Blair government, and tbe op- 
portimities for urban swathe-cut- 
ting this weald entaO. It was (me 
of the narrowest, most parochial 


and depressing speeches I have 

heard. Up spake Shirley. Having ar- 
rived characteristically late for 
foe conference, she had been wait- 

mp im nnil all m m hmi^ » tit thni 

mixture of shnffie and bnstie. Ear 
from looking forward to a Labour 
disaster she was hoping for a lib 
Dem-iaspaed “great, re&nnmg ad- 
ministra tion”,, which, of course, 
Tony Blair would have to lead. 

This diverg ence may explain an 
e xtr aordinary passage in Paddy’s 
dosing oration. He bad “learned 
many fessoBs”. The first was tiiat, 
fe tbe exercise of poira; “nde noth- 
ing oat Rnfe nothing in. Keep all 
your options open*.; The second, 
was that “to earn trust yon must 
be dear a^oot yonr potick$ and 
dear aboofcjour princip le^LEx- 
pectX Bhmrto say exactly t&Same 
next week. • 






li i <nn i|jiff«gg|i|»imjl/idiiinnC of the final day, joins a jubilant Paddy Ashdown and Lord 

' Richard Holme in leaving the conference stage Photograph: Tom Piteton 
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ON SUNDAY 


Lunch for £5, Dinner for £10 


at CAFE ROUGE 


RESTAURANT BAR CAFE 


T ake ad- 
vantage of 
this great 
culinary offer with 
Tbe Independent 
and the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday 
and savour a taste 
of Fiance at a very 
special price. 

We have joined 
forces with Cafe 
Rouge, the restau- 
rant chain that 



September and 
13 October 
1996 inclusive. 



offers straightfor- 
ward French 


ward French 
cooking at value 
for money prices, 
to offer you the 
chance to sample 
the new autumn 
menu at a unique 
rate. 

Tbgetber with a 
friend, you can 
enjoy a two course 
lunch pins coffee, worth up 
to £13, for just £5 each, or a 
three course evening meal 


plus coffee, worth up to£18, 
for just £10 each. Service is 


included in both prices. 
There are 66 Cafe Rouge 


restaurants, located in Eng- 
land and Scotland, which 


are participating in our offer. 
For farther details, see our 
list printed below. 


How to Qualify 


To aualiiy for the offer, 
simply collect three differ- 



Subiect to araBafahty at participating atoms. 


simply collect three differ- 
ently numbered tokens from 
the eight we will be printing 
in The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday. If 
you have a Starter Token, it 
XtONDON.'BaUenea. Bfacfchcath. 

Cmaiy Wbarf. Chelsea. Chiswick, 
Oapham. Crouch End, Dulwich. 
Ealing. Eatbfic Ed. Pc to Lane, Ful- 
ham. Fulham Prince Road. Friib 
Strtel, Hampstead. Hays Galleria. 
HJfibpite, James Street. Kcnsmgioo. 
Kew. Knighlsbridgc, Udchnnicr 
Lane, Maida Vale. OU Brompton 
Road. Ponobello. Puincy. Rich- 
mond, Sheen. Southgate-Shcpherds 


can be used instead of a 
numbered token, but only 
one Starter Token can be 
used to make up your token 
collection. 

Attach two tokens to one 
of the special vouchers 
printed in the paper (each of 
which bears a third token) 
and take it to your nearest 
Cafe Rouge between 30 
September and 13 October 
inclusive, to enjoy one of our 
two great offers - lunch for 
£5 or dinner for £10, 

You must identify yourself 
as an ‘Independent / Cafe 
Rouge Voucher Holder and 
present your voucher and 
tokens on arrival at the 
restaurant. You will be 


given a copy of our exclusive 
menu, details of which will be 
printed in tomorrow’s 
Independent 

Today we print Token 7; 
Token 8 will be printed in 
tomorrow’s paper. Vouchers 
were published in Monday’s 
and Thursday’s Indepen- 
dent, a final voucher wfll be 
printed this Sunday in TTie 
Independent on Sunday. 

IF Vnil Unnf I I_ _ r- 


Bosh, Strand On The Green, 
WnKfcworth. Wellington Street. W=u 

Hampstead. Wbiicleys, Wimbtedoa. 
St J rim's Wood. 
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can do so. Just remember to 
collect three differently 
numbered tokens plus a 
voucher for each offer. 

Tokens can be redeemed 
at any time between 30 


Terms and 
Conditions 

1. The offer enti- 
ties two people to 
either lunch for 
£5 each or dinner 
for £10 each when 
a voucher and 
three differently 
numbered tokens 
are presented at 
one of the Cafe 
Rouges listed in 
octr promotion. 

2. Only one 
Starter Token can 

be used instea d 
of a numbered 
token. 

3. The cost of 
drinks is not in-, 
chided in either 

offer and a 125% optional ser- 
vice charge will be added to the 
cost of any drinks or purchases 
additional to the offer. 

4. Photocopies of tokens and 
vouchers are not acceptable. 

5. The offer is valid from 30 
September to 13 October 1996 

6- For readers who have an 
Independent/Cafe Rouge 
promotional postcard, this 
tpwhfies as a voucher. It can be 
redeem ed at any Cafe Rouge 
res tan ram listed in our promo- 
hon, as long as two differently 
numbered tokens are attached, 
alongside your Starter Tbfcen. 

7- Offer docs not apply to Cafe 
Rouge Dublin 


OUTSIDE LONDON: Aberdeen. 
Bath, Beckenham, Birmingham. 
Brentwood, Brighton, Bristol, Cam- 
bridge, Canterbury, Chelmsford. 
Dorking. ErfmbaghJ&icr. Glasgow. 


Gu3dford - Harrogate. Henley, F%h 
W>xumbc, Kingston MU Knotstwd. 
*J«eht< n Manches6a,Otiaid. Pinner, 
wptu. Stanmore. Sonbury. Wfey. 
bndec. 1 

“M are where yam nearest 


CAFEPOugf I 
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nans are Mao-Sac 
I pm. Sum 10nm-I030ren. Rjt 
dwfcwith juibed Cafe 
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or £10 




Quick fix 

for A-level 
maths 

under fire 









JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Government maths advisers 
met yesterday to consider the 
future shape of maths A-level 
amid a dispute about what 
students should be taught in the 
sixth form. 

After a year in which uni- 
versities and employers have ar- 
gued that maths teaching is in 
crisis, maths experts are accus- 
ing Sir Ron Dealing, the Gov- 
ernment’s chief adviser on 
exams, of rushing the changes. 

Members of the maths and 
science committee at the School 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority, which Sir Ron heads, 
have asked him to postpone the 
decision so that the issue of what 


-m 

US 



Sir Ron Dealing: Criticised 
by mathematics experts 


all students need to know when 
they arrive at university or go 
into employment can be 
resolved. 

They say the questions are 
too big to be settled before Sir 
Ron reports to Gillian Shep- 
hard. the Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment, at 
Christmas- A-level courses were 
changed only two years ago. 

At the heart of the dispute 
are university lecturers' com- 
plaints that they are having to 
do remedial work with maths 
students whose A-level courses 
have not equipped them with 
the ability to solve problems, un- 
derstand proofs or even to do 
basic number work accurately. 

At present maths A-level 
syllabuses have to contain some 
common elements - about 50 
per cent of the whole. Maths 
dons say that first-year under- 
graduates have studied dozens 
of syllabuses and would like the 
compulsory “core" of knowl- 


edge for A-level increased 
Teachers, however, say the 
choice of maths A-level syl- 
labuses helps them to pick the 
one best suited to their students 
and to motivate them. They 
point out that modern A-level 
courses are not designed sim- 
ply to equip pupils lo become 
university mathematicians. 

Margaret Brown, a maths 
education professor at King’s 
College, London, and a com- 
mittee member, said the com- 
mittee was divided on whether 
the “core" of knowledge need- 
ed to be increased but unani- 
mous in its wish for delay. 

“We are cross that our re- 
quest for more time has been 
turned down,” she said “It is 
going to be like the national 
curriculum. We shall change it I 
in a hurry and very soon we 
shall have to change it again to 
correct the mistakes we made 
the first time." 

Dr Frank Berkshire, director 
of undergraduate studies in 
maths at Imperial College, 
London, said “It would help 
very much if the core at A-Iev- 
el were increased We give our 
students a test when they arrive 
and find that virtually every 
topic has been covered by 
someone but very few have 
been seen by all. Over the last 
15 years we have seen topics 
being dumped off the end of 
the lorry.” 

The authority is reviewing the 
“cores” of all A-level subjects 
before the introduction of the 
new Advanced Subsidiary exam, 
to be taken after one year in fire 
sixth form. 

A spokesman for the au- 
thority said there would be 
wide consultation before its 
proposals went to Mrs Shep- 
hard “Wfe are confident that the 
work that needs to be done on 
the cores can be carried out 
within the timescale,” he said 
11 fr the uhiOrefy event that prob- 
lems arise which require further 
attention then we w in advise the 
Secretary of State." 
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‘Tire Seal Trip, Blakeney’, by Brian Lewis, one of the highlights of the 20th Century British Art Fair which runs until Sunday at the Royal College of Art 


news - 

Art wins 

seal of 
approval 

MARIANNE MACDONALD 


The cream of modern art is 
on show at the 20th Centuiy 
British Art Fair, which runs 
until Sunday at the Royal 
College of Art in Kensington, 
west London. 

Highlights include Brian 
Lewis’s arresting work The 
Seal Hip, Blakeney, on sale 
for JEL500 from James 
Cohn an Fine Art. The fair 
offers a huge selection of 
work presented in individual 
stands by the finest galleries, 
many for sale. William 
Weston Gallery offers 
Hockney prints; the work of 
Jack B Yeats can be seen at 
Theo Wkddington Fine Art; 
and Crane Kalm an exhibits L 
S Lowry, \ Jici'an Freud and 
Dame Barbara Hepworth. 

Sponsored by The 
Independent , the fair features 
rarely seen works by Whiter 
Sickert, left in trust to 
Islington council. Free 
lectures are included in the 
admission price of £6. 


NEWS 

Britain linrb in 


Wonderful 
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Whyihasan elderly 
ex-MPgot4^©e : 
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0800 279 080C 


At the Back's brewery in Bremen. we’ve ieng admired 
your refreshing regard for quality and tradition: the red 
telephone box the milk bottle, pointed policemens helmets 
and your lor-g affair with the unchanging qualities of Becks. 

So vve were a Little taken aback when you allowed 
your : ‘ed boxes to be swept away in a multi-million pound 
blaze of. aluminium and plastic. Bemused, we watched 
as Sir Giles Gilbert's K6 Jubilee model was unrooted 
and swiftly relegated from icon of the village green to 
greenhouse, trendy shower, and on one notable occasion, 
the centre of a Christmas nativity scene. 

Did this, we wondered, signal a growing- indifference 
to the quality of life? Would British bier lovers no longer 
pound the bsrtop and insist on a bier that insists that 
its Hailertau'and Tettnang hops are steeped in glacial 
waters? Absolutely not, In fact, the demand for superior 
quality bier in the shape of Becks is stronger than ever. 

Let's get behind tradition and fine design, lei 5 ce iecrate 
in e imminent return ot the red te.Uphon 
'ail, tot's drink to continuing freedom fer 
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ij BrCKb j 


Brewed in Bremen Germany since. 18 74 - 
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Is this man waging 

a vendetta against 
the Labour leader? 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The nan who claimed to have 
psychoanalysed Margaret 
Thatcher's ambivalent rela- 
tionship with her mother has 
now turned his attention to 
Tbny Blair, in a bizarre book 
about the Labour leader's “pol- 
itics of perversion". 

Leo Abse, Labour MP for 
Pontypool for nearly 30 years 
until 1987, and author ot the 
controversial “psycho-biogra- 
phy”, Margaret, 'Daughter of 
Beatrice , yesterday claimed to 
analyse Mr Blair's politics in 
terms of his “rootless'’ 
upbringing. „ . 

In his book, 77a' Man Behind 
the Smile : 7 any Blair arui the iW- 
iucs of Perversion , he accuses the 
Labour leader of using fascist 
language and compares him to 
Oswald Mosley. 

The Daily Mail published ex- 
clusive extracts of the hook 
yesterday, giving rise to specu- 
lation that it was part of a cam- 
paign to undermine Mr Blair. 
The Labour leader’s office re- 
fused to “dignify" the book 
with a comment, and Labour of- 
ficials privately dismissed it as 
the ramblings of a confused and 
increasingly eccentric man. Mr 
Abse became interested in psy- 


choanalysis as a teenager in 
Cardiff, but has had no training. 

The book was all but dis- 
owned at its publication yester- 
day by Mr Abse’s friend, 
Geoffrey Goodman, the former 
labour editor of the Daily Mir- 
ror who worked for Prime Min- 
ister James Callaghan. Mr 
Goodman said the book was “a 
trifle intellectually self-indul- 


The myth of 
renewal and 
rebirth is a 
dangerous ploy’ 


gent, above ail immensely 
courageous ... 1 can't say that I 
am at one with it”. 

Mr Abse criticises the con- 
cept of “New” Labour “The 
myth of renewal and rebirth is 
a dangerous ploy to introduce 
into politics. It is precisely that 
myth, when it has invaded the 
politics of 20th-centuiy Eu- 
rope, notably in Nazi Germany, 
that has wreaked havoc. 

“We have had once before in 
20th-century Britain a party 
emphasising above all its pris- 
tine nature. It was the New Par- 


ty founded fay the extraordinary 
and dangerous Oswald Mosley; 
it was a party that soon glided 
into fascism.” 

He then attacks Mr Hair and 
“bis impertinent young political 
pups” in crude psychological 
terms: “As they seek, to kill off 
their fathers, these political 
adolescents forget that the most 
radical and 'regenerative' 
Labour government [of 1945] 
was led by old men.” 

Mr Abse's Margaret, Daugh- 
ter of Beatrice was regarded as 
plausible by some on the left It 
purported to analyse Baroness 
Thatcher's relationship with 
her father and absence of a re- 
lationship witb her mother. 

More recently, he was feted 
- rather uncertainly - by the 
right for his book, Wttan, My En- 
emy, in which he psychoanalysed 
the entire German nation and 
pronounced it unable to face up 
to its deep-ingrained racism. 

Mr Abse, 79, criticises the 
Labour leader for his sexual 
“ambiguity” and his interest in 
rock music. “Why does Blair im- 
merse himself in this born- 
again world of rock, the world 
without commitment, of gender 
disorientation, of sexual no- 
mads, of the Rolling Stones 
who, in their restless name, 
enshrine rock’s stance?" 




Sex and rack ’n’ roll: Leo Abse (foreground) analyses Tbny Blair's politics in terms of his ‘rootless’ upbringing 
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UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Some cancer patients and their 
families living on the tiny island 
of Benbccula in the Outer He- 
brides are to be screened for a 
gene which has been linked with 
a high rate of the disease, par- 
ticularly tumours of the diges- 
tive tract 

The screening follows grow- 
ing concern about a possible 
cancer cluster on the island 
which was revealed by The In- 
dependent on Sunday earlier this 
year. A local GP.’ Dr Francis 
Tierney, had tentatively linked 
the duster with radioactive fall- 
out from the Chernobyl explo- 
sion 10 years ago. which leads 
to contamination of the ground 
and coastal waters in a com- 
munity which grows much of its 
own food and cats a lot of 
seafood. 

However. Dr Tierney’s 
claims were roundly dismissed 
by the Western Isles Health 
Board tollowjng their week 
long investigation on the island. 
They concluded that the 19 
cases of cancer reported in 18 
months al Griminish Surgery - 
one of the Island's two prac- 
tices- were normal although 
they were three times the ex- 
pected level according to Dr 
Tierney. 

A more detailed investigation 
followed but the conclusion 
disappointed doctors, nursing 
staff, their patients, and Lhe rel- 
atives of those with cancer, 
who fell their anxiety was not 
bemg taken seriously bv the 
Buard. 

Now Dr Tierney's concern 


about the cancers he and his 

S aiiners were seeing al the 
iriminish Surgety appears to 
have been vindicated. From 
the start he had insisted that the 
Chernobyl hypothesis was just 
one among several worth in- 
vestigating. He told the BBC 
Scotland Current Affairs pro- 
gramme, Eorpa, last night: 
“...the health board really did 
nothing because, in their words, 
they did not expect anyt hing 
else." 

It appears that hereditary 
genetic factors may be the like- 
liest explanation of any cancer 
cluster on Benbecula and the 
Western Isles Health Board 
confirmed that scientists from 
Marie Curie Cancer Research 
have already begun screening 
for the gene known as HNPCG 
Bruce Skilbeck. chief execu- 
tive, said the tests were being led 
by two GPs on the island and a 
doctor from the International 
Cancer Research Fund cancer 
unit at St Mark's Hospital in 
London, funded by Mruie Curie 
Cancer Research. 

Mr Skilbeck said: “[The 
screening] involves first degree 
relatives of patients with col- 
orectal cancer." 

Doctors in Finland first dis- 
covered that HNPCC-related 
cancers are increasing with 
every generation. It is claimed 
mat one sixth of all cancers in 
Finland can be traced back to 
a single village where a gene be- 
came defective hundreds of 
y? ars ago. Professor de la 
Chape lie, a Finnish cancer epi- 
demiologist, says that carriers of 
the gene have a 100 per cent risk 
of developing cancer. 
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H552? a 5 tress Claire Bloom paint a dark picture 
nnip Roth as a distant, cold and angry husband 


eave Portnoy expose 



iders 

hold 

clui 

trice 


A MARIANNE MACDONALD 

- Arts Correspondent 

Memoirs by the actress Claire 

• Bloom, to be published next 

• month, provide a full and hank 

“ SS? 11 ^er carriage to 
. ' Phu^ Roth, most famous for his 

sexually explicit novel. Port- 
rw yS-CompIaint. 

- career is based on con- 
fessional books, so it is an iroo- 
lc volte-face that -he is now the 
subject of one by his ex-wife, 
whom he married in 1990 at her 
request after a 15-year rela- 
tionship. .7." 

The memoirs paint a dark 
picture of Roth as a man char- 
acterised by furious anger 
attacks and childish tantrums, 
who forced Bloom to mairp. 
her daughter, Anna, leave borne 
at 18 because he disliked her so 
much. 

But - - the most extraordinary 
insight into Roth’s life with the 
actress, whom many believe 
was. the most beautiful of her 
generation, is given in a telling 
f incident before their marriage. 
She tells how Roth bad be- 
gun a new novel. Deception, and 
had been uncharacteristically 
. quiet about his "progress. He 
worked in a studio two blocks 
from- their New York flat, and 
one day Bloom burst in on him 
with some good news which had 
arrived by letter. 

- His - reaction was cold, 
alarmed and unwelcoming, so 
much so that Bloom left and 
swore never to interrupt him 
again. Later, when Rothnad fin- 
ished his book, he did not give 
it to Bloom to read - another 
unusual development Finally, 


a fter three weeks, be gave her 
the manuscript 
What she read was a passage 
about a self-hating Anglo-Jew- 
ish family, a precise description 
of Roth’s woildng studio in 
London, and accounts of the nu- 
merous women who bad come 
to have sex with him there “in 
the most convoluted positions, 
preferably on the floor”. 

Finally Bloom came to a 
chapter about his “remarkably 

A pre-nuptial 
agreement 
allowed Roth to 
divorce at will 


uninteresting middle-aged wife, 
who, as described is nothing 
better than an ever-spouting 
fountain of tears constantly be- 
moaning the fact that his oth- 
er women are so young”. 

The woman was an actress by 
profession - and her name was 
Gaire, she writes in her book, 
Leaving A Doll's Bouse, pub- 
lished by Virago. 

That evening, she recounts, 
Roth came home “far earlier 
than usual” carrying a gold and 
emerald snake ring from the- 
jeweller, Bulgari. 

“I waited for hhn, shaking - 
with rage. I told him he had used 
me most shabbily. I told him I 
wanted my name out of the 
book. I told him that was the 
end of that; there would be no , 
discussion. ! 


DAILY POEM 

The Morning After (II) 

By Tony Harrison 

The Rising Sun was blackened on those flames. 
The jabbering tongues office consumed its nays. 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, ivere mere names 
for us small boys who gloried in our Maze. 

The blood-red ball, first burnt to blackout shreds,’ 
took hovering batwing on the bonfire's heat 
above the Rule Britannias and die bobbing heads 
of the VJ hokey-cokey in our street. 

v ■ft' _ . . i, . .• ’ t 

The kitchen blackout doth became a cloak 
forme to play at fiend Count Dracula in. 

I swirled it near the fire. It filled with smoke. 
Heinz ketchup dribbled down my vampire's chin. 

That circle of scorched cobbles scarred with tar ‘s 


a night sly glob nerve-rackmgly all Mack, 
both hemispheres entire but with no stars, 


an Arch 


oheres entire but with no stars, 
•ss zilch, a Scaleless zodiac. 


Tony Harrison, bora in Leeds in 1937, was educated at Leeds 
G ramm ar School and Leeds University, where he read 
classics. It was an education that would put “books, books, 
books” between Harrison and his working-class background, 
and which helped to produce one of this country’s finest 
poets and dramatists. Bloodaxe last year published Permanency 
Bant Selected Poetry. Tony Harrison is in conversation with 
Simon Annitage and reads his poems on Stanza on Stage , Ra- 
dio 4, tomorrow evening at 1130pm. 


“He tried to explain that he 
had called his protagonist 
Philip, therefore to name the 
wife Gaire would add to the 
richness of the texture.” Bloom 
told him she would sue if it was 
not changed. 

Despite the warning signs, 
Bloom admits she was desper- 
ate to marry Roth and contin- 
ued to be, even when he pro- 
duced a pre-nuptial settlement 
drawn up by his lawyer two 
weeks before the ceremony. 

Under its terms, Roth could 
divorce her at will and not be 
financially responsible. “The 
apartment, possessions, every- 
thing reverted back to him,” she 
wrote. She also discovered that 
he had taped a telephone con- 
versation between them “for 
reasons 1 can only guess at”. 

Hie marriage did not last. 
Bloom and Roth split up and 
she later discovered that he had 
become involved with a mutu- 
al friend. “As the saying goes, 
the wife is the last to know.” 



Portrait of a marriage: In Leaving A Doll's House, Claire Bloom admits that she was desperate to marry author Philip Roth after a 15-year relationship 
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Scientists claim 
breakthrough 
in zero-gravity 
sminting ...s- 



■ Rushs wfcntottt . . 

; PHYSICISTS . in' Cam- 
■_ bridge are dose to solving 
the bi z a r r e and baffling 
• phenomenon of zero grevl- 
' ty sminting. A team led 
by Professor Albert E. 
Hatt, has been operating 
-with scientists from both 
the USA and Russia to 
determine the effects of 
zero gravity sminting on 
hummingbirds. 

After being 'exposed to 
the effects of a small, blue 
rectangular pack just once, 


y IAN MOQJURE 

the h umming birds 
could achieve a state erf 
complete weightless- 
ness. In other words, 
they could float Even 
mere sensational, this, 
experiment -has now 
been carried out on 
humans; some as 
heavy as 20 stone. 

Leaked photographs 
taken “somewhere in 
1 P5n glHnd" rihn ro Rnsalan 
volunteers floating at 
least 15 feet in the air 
and being secured by 
fishing lines. Professor 
Batt explains; “At first, 
it was a bit tricky 
with the humans, espe- 
cially the 'overweight 
Russian . vohmteera. 
we had to subject them to 

we saw any effect 
But once we got the dose 
right we had them floating 
on air for up to an hour at a 
time.". 
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Protester’s death heats up 


Jationalist groups have forced Japan and China to take a stand on territory, reports Richard Lloyd Panry 


fikyo — It sounds more like some- 
\mg out of Trivial Pursuit than a 
atter of life or death: are the ob- 
ure rads, 200 miles off the north- 
ist of Ihhvan, rightly called the 
xnkaku chain, the Diaoyu archi- 

ilago, or the Tiaoyutai islands? 
Yesterday the question became a 
iadly one, after a Hong Kong man 
ed in the latest round of a dispute 
hicfa is proving a grave embar- 
issment to the governments of 
>kyo, Taipei and Peking. 

The tragsJy occurred yeslerdayaf- 
raoon when a cargo ship, the Kien 
wa No 2, arrived in the sea dose 
i the islands following a four-day 
l>yage from Hong Kong. As well as 
pveral dozen journalists, the vessel 
irried members of a group of Hong 
■ong Chinese with a mission to carry 
nt. This was the demolition of a 
nail beacon which had been 
rected two months earlier by a 
roup of Japanese right-wingers. 
3 the Hong Kong protesters, the 
lands are unquestionably the 
liaoyus. and they belong to China 
a claim made with equal vehe- 
lence by Japan (Senkakus) and 
aiwan (Tiaoyutaisl. 

To prove their point, and despite 
le presence of 20 patrol boats and 
eli copters of the Japanese coast- 
uard, some of tbe protesters 
lunched dinghies from which they 
imped into the rough sea. By 
o'clock, in spite of attempts at re- 
jscimtion by doctors of the Japan- 
se coast guard, the expedition's 
rader, David Chan, was deacL 
A consular officer from the British 
mbassv in Tokyo is today making the 
,200- mile journey to a hospital in 
ipan's southern Okinawa prefecture 



What’s in a name: A flotilla off the islands claimed by Taipei (which insists they are the Tiaoyutais), 
Peking (which calls them the Diaoyus) and Tokyo (which refers to the Senkakus) Photograph: AP 


to visit another member of Mr 
Chan's party who narrowly escaped 
m m mg to grief in the water: the pro- 
testers’ ship was last night sailing 
away from the Tiaoyutai-Sehkaku- 


of being bounced into taking a stand 
on the islands by nationalists with- 
in and outside their own countries. 


Diaoyus. But the tragedy will only 
fuel a struggle that has been smoul- 


fuel a struggle that has been smoul- 
dering for 25 years and which the 
governments in the region had been 
hoping to forget. 

Both Tokyo and Peking find them- 
selves in the unaccustomed position 


in and outside their own countries. 
Despite a bitter wartime history, and 
occasional explosions of vituperative 
rhetoric from Peking, the two sides 
had agreed to shelve the island 
question. 

But the issue was forced in July 
by the construction of the small light- 
house by the Japan Youth Federa- 
tion, an unsavoury right-wing group 


which has links with organised 
crime. 

The act .provoked immediate 
protests from Thiwan and China, 
which has hinted darkly of “con- 
nivance and protection from certain 
Japanese quarters”. Tbkyo mam tains, 
rather uncominciody, that there is 
nothing that it can do: the islands are 
privately owned and no offence has 
been committed under Japanese 
law. 


But' while the diplomatic ex- 
changes continued, the dispute - 
stirred up a rare burst of pan- 
Chinese outrage In Hopei and Hong 
Kong, there have been furious 
demonstrations against the light- 
house. Japanese goods have been 
boycotted, department stores pick- 
eted and effigies of politicians have 
been burned: 

Thisisalariningenou^inlbkyo, - 

but it is also causing anxiety in Chi- 
na. Independent nationalist move- 
naents of whatever type are alarming 
to Peking, especially when they is- 
sue from Taiwan which still maintains 
that it is the “true" China. 

With the genie uncorked from its 
bottle, neithcrade can ignore die dis- 
pute, but neither can easily, stand 
down. Both countries have other ter- 
ritorial disputes which they cannot . 
afford to undermine - Japan with . 
Russia and South Korea (over the 
Kuriles and the Takeshima islands), 
and China with half of south-east 
Asia over the Spratlys and the 
Paracels. Apart from fishing stocks, 
the ocean bed around tbe East Chi- 
na Sea islands is suspected of pos- 
sessing rich natural resources, and 
earlier this month Grata sent the lat- 
est in a series of survey vessels to sniff 
out the area. 

On Wednesday, the Japanese and . 
Chinese foreign ministers met in 
New York for an inconclusive meet- 
ing which appeared to have calmed 
the situation,. The question is 
whether this calm can survive the 
death of Mr Chan. 

The Japanese Prime Minister, 
Ryutaro Hashimoto, warned: “I'm 
not so optimistic as to believe this wiH 
not have some diplomatic impact” 
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Protest leader David Chan (lower figure) is winched from the sea 
with a colleague. Chan was later declared dead Photograph: Retiter 


Doctor defends patient’s right to 
die under controversial legislation 


Euthanasia 
death sparks 
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Australia 
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approve a patient’s request to 
die and verify that it does not 


doctors, MPs, church leaders 
md lawyers were locked in an 
mpassioned debate last night 
ifter it was disclosed that Bob 
Jent, a 66-year-old former car- 
penter with terminal prostate 
cancer, had become the world’s 
irst person to die under vol- 
imary euthanasia legislation. 

Announcing in Darwin that 
le had administered a lethal in- 
ection to Mr Dent using a 
rompu tensed “death machine”, 
’hilip Nitschke, his doctor, 
aid: “The patient fell asleep im- 
nediately and died peacefully 
diortly thereafter. It was a very 
lifBcult time for me, but I was 
eft with the overwhelming feei- 
ng tbat I bad done . . . some- 
hmg good by being able to end 
he suffering of this brave man.” 

Mr Dent died at his Darwin 
tome last Sunday with Mrs 
Dent and Dr Nitschke at his 
;ide. “He died with dignity.” the 
Joclor said. “It was a very 
poignant moment. There was 
Uso ... a sense of history.” 

Mr Dent had asked to die un- 
der the Rights of the Terminally 
IU Act, which Lhc Northern 
Territory parliament passed last 
rear but which came into force 
3nJy in July. The first law of its 
kind, it has bitterly divided 
Australians. When it was final- 
ly passed, by a narrow margin, 
the law contained so many 
amendments that its supporters 
romplaincd it would be almost 
impossible to implement. Two 
doctors and a psychiatrist must 


die and verify that it does not 
arise from clinical depression. 
No Darwin psychiatrist would 
co-operate. Mr Dent was able 
to die under the law only after 
David Ellard, a Sydney psychi- 
atrist, flew to Darwin and cer- 
tified that he was not depressed 
Mr Dent received lethal dos- 
es of a barbiturate and a mus- 
cle relaxant from a machine 
assembled by Dr Nitschke, 
which delivered the drugs into 
Mr Dent’s arm when the patient 
pressed a key on a computer. 

Dr Nitschke’s earlier plans to 
help other patients to use the 
law had gone into abeyance 
amid rows over legal challenges. 
One is to come before the High 
Court in November, when a 
coalition of the Australian Med- 
ical Association, aborigines and 
clerics win argue that the law vi- 
olates an implied right to life un- 
der Australia's constitution. In 
the federal parliament in Can- 
berra, a backbench MP from the 
ruling Liberal Party bas intro- 
duced a bill to override the act 
At a press conference in Dar- 
win yesterday. Dr Nitschke read 
an open letter to Australian MR* 
signed by his patient five days 
earlier. For months, Mr Dent 
wrote, his life had been “a 
roller-coaster of pain” made 
worse by side-effects from the 
30 tablets he was taking each 
day. “If I kept a pet animal in 
the same condition I am in, I 
would be prosecuted . . . If you 
disagree with voluntary euthan- 
asia then don't use iL But don't 
deny me the right to use U." 
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International 


Apartheid assassin 
‘killed Swedish PM 


*JOHN GARUN 

IlSJSf® 0ne assassin of the 
apartheid era said vesierdav 
that the South African intcS 
gence services had been res- 
ponsible for the death of 0] a f 
Palme, the Swedish prime mm- 
Bter gunned down m a Stock- 
holm street in 198*5 

JiRL* Kock ’ a former 

aoum African security police 
colonel, implicated Craig Wil- 
bamson, another fonner col- 
onel, in the assassination of 
Palme, a crime which has thus 
far proved impenetrable . • 
De Kock, who used to be 
known by his colleagues as 
Prime Evil ", confessed last 
week that he planted a bomb 
outside the London headquar- 
ters of Nelson Mandela's ANC 
in 1982. He said that Will- 
iamson. rillhtwl fha nrv.,~.1 


regimes superspy" by the 
South African press, had 
planned the London bombing. 

De Kock was testifying yes- 
terday in a Pretoria Court 
where last month he was found 
guilty of 89 crimes, including six 
murders. He is seeking to re- 
duce his sentence by revealing 
information to the court on the 
murderous inner workings of 
the apartheid security appara- 
tus. He told the court yesterday 
he had already provided many 
details of apartheid crimes to 
the South African Attorney 


.s 




Murdered: Olaf Palme, the antf-Apartheid Swedish premier 

General, such as Palmes as- n actions had emerged “with 
sassination, which, he said, was almost every country”. 

“one of Craig Williamson's The- latest South African 


jects.” De Kock added: “I sibje than most because of the 
wanted it to be investigated ruthlessness with which de Kock 
before it was covered up." and Williamson set about their 
Operation Long Reach was task of defending the apartheid 
a top-secret project designed to system a ga inst enemies at home 
intimidate or silence opponents and abroad. De Kock was the 
of apartheid abroad. Mae was hit-man, Williamson the brains, 
a passionate critic of apartheid De Kock is tall, bespectacled 
and a leading advocate of sane- and clean -cuL Williamson is 
lions against South Africa. medium height, bearded and 
Hans-Gunner Axberger, the obese. Where de Kock is awk- 
spokesman for the Pahne in- ward and stutter-prone, Will- 
ves Ligation commission, said iamson is affable and articulate, 
yesterday he could not comment The two did not always work 
on de Kock's allegations but said together. Williamson made his 
that over the past 10 years con- name during the late Seventies 


when, posing as a sympathiser, 
he penetrated ANC operations 
abroad. His cover was blown in 
1980 and he returned to South 
Africa where he played a key 
role in clandestine operations 
against the ANC 

De Kock's history is more 
spectacular, for it appears to 
substantiate a claim last week 
by a senior ANC official that he 
is the world's most prolific 
killer. During the early Eight- 
ies he commanded a South 
African security-police unit in 
the Namibian war known as Ko- 
evoet, or Crowbar. Koevoet, 
whose soldiers were black 
Namibians, were denounced lbe 
world over for the ferocious 
manner in which they kxDed cap- 
tured Swapo guerrillas. 

In the mid- Eighties de Kock 
was transferred to Pretoria 


whose orders were to eliminate 
ANC sympathisers inside South 
Africa. After Nelson Mandela's 
release in 1990 he shifted his at- 
tentions to the security force 
strategy of stoking what used to 
be called “black-on-black" 
violence. He provided arms, 
training and back-up to leading 
figures in Mangosuthu Butbe- 
lezi's Inkatha during their 
undeclared war on ANC sup- 
porters and their families. More 
than 10,000 died in South 
Africa's township wars between 
1990 and the elections of 1994. 
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Armenian opposition members argue with security forces in Yerevan yesterday as the embattled President Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan brought the army into the capital in a crackdown on political opponents following violent clashes with not 
police. Protesters allege vote-rlgglng in the re-election of the President last week Photograph: John HouliharvGuzeliarvAP 
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Fifty workmen wearing pro- 
tective face masks and using me- 
chanical diggers are working 
round the dock to stabilise a fer- 
menting garbage mountain that 
threatens to slip into the sea and 
cause an ecological disaster on 
Spain's rocky norlb-weslem 
coast 

A 100,000-too festering rub- 
bish tip near the Galician port 
of La Coruna is advancing to- 
wards the sea at a rate of 10cm 
a day. The municipal dump 
west of Lbe town exploded into 
activity more than a week ago, 
when part of it shook loose and 
engulfed cars and houses in the 
neglected fishing settlement of 
Portino. One man was swept 
away along with the car he was 
washing. 

Since then, the mountain 
has taken on a life of its own, 
continually shifting and heaving. 
Huge fissures haw opened, up 
to 100 metres across. Hun- 
dreds of Portino residents, 
caught between the rubbish 
and the sea, were last week 
evacuated to La Coruna's Ria- 
zor football stadium. Many are 
sitting in, ignoring appeals from 
the Town Hall that they should 
now return home. 

The Socialist mayor, Fran- 
cisco Vasquez, called for the 
area to be declared a national 
disaster zone and warned yes- 
terday of “an environmental cat- 
astrophe of the first magnitude" 
should the rubbish plunge into 
the sea and wash along the 


coast He said efforts were be- 
ing made to build a dike to hold 
back the tumbling mass. 

Locals say that little fires 
spontaneously ignite because 
fermentation produces me- 
thane gas, and that residual liq- 
uids - rich in toxic compounds 
and heavy metals from spent 
batteries - seep from beneath 
the mound towards the sea. 

Desperately seeking to avert 
an avalanche, the local author- 
ity last week started shifting ma- 
terial from the mountain's 
summit and dumped it near the 
village of San Pedro de Visma. 
As a result, up to 100 outraged 
villagers donned face masks 
and protested that the detritus 
be shifted from their doorsteps. 
Fans of the local football team 
Deportivo wore their scarves 
tied firmly over their nose and 
mouth during Sunday's league 
match at the Riazor. 

The Town HaD insists there 
is no health risk, but at least 
three people were treated in 
hospital for vomiting and dizzi- 
ness attributed to the stink. 
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The price of conflict: A wounded Palestinian Is carried to safety by his friends in Gaza yesterday 


Photograph: Reuters 


When Benjamin “Bibi" Ne- 
tanyahu gave the order to blast 
open a new entrance to a 2,000- 
year-old water tunnel on Mon- 
day ni^ht, did he realise that he 
was simultaneously blasting 
away the last faint' hopes of 
peace with the Palestinians? 

As the explosion of violence, 
which began the moment the 
tunnel opened, spread and in- 
tensified into warfare yesterday, 
all the indications were that Mr 
Netanyahu should have known 
exactly what he was doing. 

The notion of opening a sec- 
ond entrance to the tunnel - 


used by the Hasmoneans of the 
second century BC to brinawa- 


second century BC to bring wa- 
ter to the Jewish Temple - had 
been discussed for years by 
successive Israeli governments. 
On die plus side, a new entrance 
would ease the flow of tourists 


through the popular site. On the 
minus side, because the Pales- 
tinians have long suspected 
that the tunnel is part of an Is- 
raeli design to dig under Tem- 
ple Mount itself, the reaction 

was always like- 

ly to be angry. a it j/l 

The proposal All LI] 
was rased short- 
ly before the Is- ELTG 

raeli elections ■. 

last May, and the JlL6 S 

Prime Minister. 1 

Shimon Peres, have 

on the advice of 

his worried in- 
telligence chiefs, decided the 
tourists would just have to suf- 
fer the one-entrance bottle- 
neck a little longer. 

Mr Netanyahu, according to 


genoe chiefs before he approved 
the project But those whose as- 
sessments he did seek warned 
him that the timing was hardly 
auspicious. Israeli-Paiestiman 
relations have nose-dived in 
the 100 or so 


All the signs 
are that 
he should 
have known 


Israeli news reports yesterday, 
did not consult all his intelti- 


• days he has 

! Signs held power; it 

ii , would only 

LlldX take a small 

i j spark to ignite 

LOUlu. the flames of 

__ confrontation. 

HOW 11 That Mr Ne- 

tanyahu heard 

this advice but 
disregarded it -and that be then 
set off on a goodwill visit to 
Britain, France and Germany - 
simply defies explanation. If 
be aid not believe the warnings 
of Israel's professional securi- 
ty analysts, he is unconscionably 


foolish. If he did believe them, 

rect conflictwitb the^lLtini- 
ans in order to make an absurd 
point of principle about Israeli 
sovereignty in Jerusalem, why 
did he not at least stay at home 
to oversee the crisis, rather 
than be forced, as he was yes- 
terday, to cut short a trip that 
turned into a diplomatic night- 
mare and hurry back to 
Jerusalem? 

Mr Netanyahu’s behaviour 
over this affair is entirely con- 
sistent with much of what he 
has done in his few sorry 
months as Prime Minister. If 
the secretive opening of the 
new tunnel entrance wiped 
out the last remaining hopes of 
peaceful dialogue, it was almost 
tour months of determined Is- 
raeli stonewalling that provid- 


ed the depressing context. 

While reiterating, almost 
daily, bis professed commit- 
ment to honouring the peace ac- 
cords he inherited from the 
Rabin and Peres Labour gov- 
ernments, he has done nothing 
to demonstrate this commit- 
ment. There has been no Israeli 
troop pull-out from Hebron, no 
opening of Lhe “safe-passage” 
route from Gaza to the West 
Bank, no discussion of the fur- 
ther West Bank redeployment 


Arafat at the start of this month. 
But, as he had done at previous 
top-level s ummi ts with Egypt’s 
President, Hosni Mubarak, and 
Jordan's -King Hussein, he 
talked handsomely about im- 
minent progress, 

but stiufgave no _ 


felt betrayed. His people, bad- 
ly hurting from the economic 
impact of the prolonged West 
Bank and Gaza Strip closures, 
effectively gave-up on peace, 
hence this week's massive out- 
burst of anger. 

_ The question 


orders to move He has shown now, of course, 
the troops out . is whether some 

of Hebron. He XiO COmHUtineilt Semblance of 


Israel was pledged to carry out 
in early September. Instead, 


in early September. Instead, 
illegal Palestinian buildings 
have been enthusiastically de- 
molished in East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank, and plans 
approved for the construction 
of new Israeli settlements. 

Yes, Mr Netanyahu did, fi- 
nally, reluctantly, meet Mr 


insis ted ■ ‘ final . 
modifications to lO LlM 
the agreement 
still had to be 3XZC 

made; his army 

commanders 

contradicted him, making plain 


to the peace 
accords 


that they were perfectly satis- 
fied with the existing accord, 
and were merely, waiting for his 
orders. •- 

Like President Mubarak 
and King Hussein, Mr Arafat 


calm can be re- 

peace Stored, and any 

A 1 kind of dialogue 

rdS resumed. On 

the Palestinian 

side, it is by no 
means dear that Mr Arafat can 
still exert full control over his 
30,000-stroog police force - 
armed by Israel, in happier 
times. . 

On the Israeli side, it is 
equally unclear whether Mr 


Netanyahu has the will or the 
courage to rectify the mistakes 
that destroyed the peace ef- 
forts. It is, after all, so much 
easier to stay on the offensive, 
as the Prime Minister and his 
side have been doing for the 
past three days: to blame Mr 
Arafat for “inciting the vio- 
lence”; to suggest that the true 
character of the Palestinians is 
now being exposed, and that 
making peace with them was al- 
ways an impossibility; and to 
deride the Rabin and Peres 
governments for giving the 
Palestinians guns, and thus 


v- ili iv £ t 

i 






turning the unequal stones-, 
against-rifles Intifada of 1987 


against-rifles Intifada of 1987 
to 1993 into the all-out warfare 
of 1996. 

David Horovitz is managing 
editor of 'The Jerusalem Report ' 
newsmagazine 
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There is a tragic irony in the gun 
battles between uniformed 
Palestinians and uniformed Is- 
raelis of the last two days. One 
of the successes claimed for the 
Oslo peace process - and one 
of the most solid building blocks 
of a hopeful future - was the 
generally good and profession- 
al relationship between the Is- 
raeli Defence Force and the 
Palestinian “police”. 

Many of the soldiers and 
policemen shooting at each 
other other in Gaza and the 
West Bank yesterday would 
hare been patrolling together in 
recent weeks. In some parts of 
the West Bank. Israeli and 
Palestinian security forces share 
the same barracks. There must 
now be a huge doubt whether 
the concept of joint Paiestinian- 
Isracli security - one of the keys 
to the entire peace process -can 
survive this week’s violence. 

The dashes will also reinforce 
fears on the Israeli right that the 
Palestinian police - aparamOiioiy 
force up to 45,000 strong - pos- 
es a threat to Israel’s security. 

As many as 70 per cent of the 
policemen were recruited from 
the Palestinian diaspora. Almost 
aD the senior officers, and many , 
of the lower ranks, previously { 
served in the Palestinian Liber- 
ation Array, the military wing of 
the Palestinian Liberation Or- 
ganisation. In other words, before 
the start of (he peace process, 
they were “terrorists’’ in the 
eyes of Israelis. Before their re- 
turn, they were based in other 
Arab countries. Some arc be- 
lieved to have fought on the Iraqi 
side in the 1991 Gulf war. 

None the less senior Lsracli 
and Palestinian officers sav that 
the concept of joint patrolling 
and joint security has worked 
welL There has been increasing 
Israeli concern, however, at 
the numbers of police being re- 
cruited by the Palcsiinianau- 
thority. Yasser Arafat was 


Avoiding direct criticism of Is- 
rael, the US yesterday urgent- 
ly appealed to both Israelis 
and Palestinians to end the vi- 
olence on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, and to take steps to 
prevent progress towards last- 
ing peace from unravelling 
completely. 

President Bill Clinton said 
the fighting, by far the worst 
since the first Is raeli- Palestinian 
accords of 1 993. “pointed to the 


1 13 September 1993 — Is-j 
rael/PLO Declaration of Prin-! 


ciples in Oslo. 

28 September 1995 — Oslo 
II signed in Washington. 

4 November 1995 — Yitzhak 
Rabin assassinated. 
Febmary-March 1996 — 


Hamas suicide bombings. 

29 May — Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu’s Likud wins election. 
2 August — Israel ends four- 
year ban of Jewish settlement 
m West Bank. 

25 and 26 September — Ne- 
tanyahu’s decision to open 
tunnel under old Jerusalem 
sparks violence on West Bank | 


urgency for both sides ... to re- 
solve the issues which divide 
them". In a thinly-veiled rebuke 
to the Lsraeli government, Mr 
Clinton urged both sides to 
avoid “unnecessarily provoca- 
tive actions” - an unmistakable 
reference to the decision to 
open a tunnel in Jerusalem 
near a holy Islamic site, which 
sparked the unrest. 

Putting a brave face on the 
setback, the President said the 
eruption of violence and killing 


ficult.” and to “get back to the 
business of peace". 

How much impact 'Washing- 
ton’s urgings would have, re- 
mained to be seen here last 
nighL Embroiled in the election 
campaign, Mr Clinton has 
avoided direct involvement in 
the crisis, leaving it to Wairen 
Christopher, the Secretary of 
State, to carry US pleadings to 
Prime Minister Binyamin Ne- 
tanyahu and the Palestinian 
leader, ^Yasser Arafat 

The fighting rips away all pre- 
tence of co-operation between 
Israeli and Palestinian security 
forces in the former occupied 
territories. 


stood out "precisely because we 
have made so much progress, 
because violence was becoming 
the exception, not the rule." 


In an election year especial- 
ly, outspoken pressure from a 
US President on the Jewish 
stale is all but unthinkable. Pri- 
vately, the President was dis- 
mayed when Mr Netanyahu 
won the spring election. At 
their subsequent meetings here, 
Mr Clinton and the Prime Min- 
ister have been unable to do 
more than agree to disagree. 


The majority of Palestinians 
id Israelis wanted oeacc. Mr 


and Israelis wanted peace, Mr 
Clinton insisted, pleading with 
both sides to "avoid actions that 
could make progress more dif- 
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reported to be using police 
jots as a form of patronage. And 
as their numbers swelled! ho po- 
lice were reported to he be- 
having in an increasingly 
autocratic way towards the 
Palestinian population. 


With Eagle Star motor insurance you are automatically covered to take your car to any 
EC country as often as you like, for up to 60 days per trip. Phone for a free motor quote 
weekdays' Sam-Opm, Saturday 9am-2pm. Not available In Northern Ireland. 
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Whitewater storm 
zeros in on Hillary 


£ RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

A president coasts towards re- 
election, his country unmoved 
by the scandal which dogs him- 
Defenstve and resentful, he ac- 
cuses the special prosecutor 
probing the affair of being “out 
to get him/* But controversy r&* 
fuses to die, and almost every 
week, it seems, brings a new em- 


what happened in 1972. And, 
even some Democrats dow fear, 
history may be repeating itself 
in 1996. 

Whitewater of course is not 
Watergate, neither in terms of 
immediacy (the original of- 
fences were allegedly commit- 
ted in distant Arkansas, 10 or 
more years ago) nor of gravity 
(Bill and HIHary Clinton are not 
suspected of a dirty- tricks cam- 
paign to subvert the constitution 
of the United States). But the 
parallels have become impos- 
sible to ignore. 

In the eye of the storm, as 
she has been for months, is the 
First Lady, whom a report by a 
government regulatory body 
this week accuses of drafting a 
document used to “deceive” 
federal authorities over a fraud- 
ulent land deal in 1986 involv- 
ing the failed Madison 
Guaranty bank, a client of the 
Bose Law Finn where she was 
a partner. 

Mrs Clinton insists she can- 
not even remember the trans- 
action, but the report's 
conclusions make that assertion 
even less credible than it was af- 
ter Rose billing records - show- 



Ffrst Lady: Comparisons grow 
with Watergate scandal 

mg she worked extensively for 
Madison and its owner James 
McDougaL the Oin tons’ part- 
ner in the Whitewater real es- 
tate venture - mysteriously 
came to light in the White 
House private quarters in late 
1995. 

All is now under intense in- 
vestigation by a small army of 
lawyers assembled in Washing- 
ton and Little Rock by the spe- 
cial prosecutor. Kenneth Starr. 

And just as Richard Nixon 
took aim at his tormentor 
Archibald Cox, Mr Clinton on 
Monday claimed Mr Starr was 
“out to get” him and his wife, 
and even seemed to hint he 
might grant a presidential par- 
don to Susan McDougaL, the 
wife of Janies McDoogal who 
is now in prison for contempt 
of court after refusing to testi- 
fy before a grand jury. 

Ms McDougal claims she 
is being hounded by Mr Starr, 
with threats of a long jail term 


if she does not incriminate one 
or other Clinton. And indeed, 
she has won a measure of pub- 
lic sympathy after being pho- 
tographed shackled hand and 
foot as she was led off to prison 
earlier this month. 

Others however suspect she 
has reached a tacit deal with the 
Clinton camp, of refusing to in- 
criminate the President and his 
wife in return for a pardon once 
the ejection e» over. 

Every sign is that such a 
step would be as big a political 
disaster for Mr Clinton as it was 
for Gerald Ford when he par- 
doned his disgraced predeces- 
sor Richard Nixon. 

But when asked in a TV in- 
terview about the possibility, Mr 
Clinton was pointedly non- 
committal, saying merely he 
would review airy request after 
an evaluation from the Justice 
Department: "That’s how I 
think it should be handled.” 

The betting remains that 


Mr Starr will avoid any dramatic 
step, such as an indictment of 
Mrs Clinton for perjury or ob- 
struction of justice, until after 
November 5. 

But last week’s recall before 
the Whitewater grand jury of 
Carolyn Huber, the aide who 
found the billing records, sug- 
gests that Mrs Clinton again is 
squarely in the prosecutor’s 
sights. Indeed the First Lady 
coaid herself be summoned 
before the grand jury for a 
third time.. 

What is certain is that even 
if Bob Dole crashes to defeat 
like George McGovern in 1972, 
Whitewater will dog Bill Clin- 
ton well into his second term. 
At the least, that means con- 
tinuing huge legal bDls for those 
embroiled in the affair . At 
worst, it could see indictment of 
his wife, and a repeat of what 
Mr Ford once called "the na- 
tional nightmare” of Water- 
gate. 


From bust to sonic boom: A Pan-Am passenger jot tax&ng ready for take-off yesterday 
the recently revived airline’s first flight 


significant shorts 
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Kabul t 
abandon city 
to Taliban 


Afghan government troops 
appeared to be abandoning 
-be capital Kabul yesterday 
is forces of the rebel Utliban 
slamic militia poised on the 
<dge of the city, witnesses 
said. A Reuters correspon- 
dent in Kabul said troops 
vere abandoning checkpoints 
and trucks laden with govern- 
nent soldiers had been seen 
heading north out of the city. 
Eirtier the government had 
vewed to fight to the death to 
defend Kabul ignoring a UN 
Semrity Council call for a 
ceasefire. Reuter - Kabul 


Serb sanctions 
to be lifted 

The international community 
is expected to lift all remain- 
ing sanctions against the Ser- 
bian entity in Bosnia and the 
Republic of Yugoslavia with- 
in a few days, UN officials 
said. Thejpath was cleared 
for the lif mg of sanctions by 
the Secui ty Council at a 
meeting i f the Contact 
Group of Western powers 
monitorir g the Bosnia peace 

S rocess, i icluding the United 
tales, Bi tain and Russia. 
Optimisn was expressed that 
a final cei ification of this 
month's t ections in Bosnia 
will be iss led by the Organi- 
sation for Security and Coop- 
eration it Europe in the next 
few days. Oavid Usbome - 
New York 


KDP declares 
joint group to 
run Kurdistan 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party that, with military help 
from Baghdad, took control 
of northern Iraq in fighting 
with the rival Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan this month, said 
it was forming a 16-person 
cabinet to run affairs in the 
Kurdish region. “The new ad- 
ministration includes repre- 
sentation of all peoples living 
in northern Iraq,” said the 
KDP. It said the Kurdish Na- 
tional Assembly - composed 
of both KDP and PUK repre- 
sentatives - appointed KDP 
politburo member. Roj Nuri 
Shawycss, as prime minister 
of the region. Reuter - Ankara 

Russian train 
hits school bus 

A train slammed into a 
school bus at a railway cross- 
ing in southern Russia, killing 
.15 children and injuring 14 
others. The accident oc- 
curred at an unguarded 
crossing at Konnoarmeyskaya 
in the Rostov region, said 
Alexander Avdoshin, a 
spokesman for Russia's Min- 


100 


Tigers kill 
soldiers 

guerrillas killed 
Sri Lankan sol- 
fcounter-aflack near 
m rebel stronghold 
i chi, military offi- 
iln an attack on ad- 
'eminent troops, 
|}f the separatist 
rs hit the rear of 
iliunn with mor- 
- Colombo 


Tamil Tigpr 
at least 11 “ 
diets in a 
the northi 
of Kilinocp 
rials said, 
vanring _ 
members 
Thmfl Tig^ 
an army 
tars. Reu 
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N Korea vows 
‘stroi g’ action 

North Koi ea said it would 
take “stro g” measures 
against So ith Korea for 
killing No th Koreans who 
landed in he South from a 
submarine last week. The de- 
rision wasftnade at am ee ting 
of the North Korean govern- 
ment, political parties and 
lisations. “The 
icrly denounced 
irean puppets 

killing soldiers of 

People’s Army 
e but go ashore 
South Korea, 

;l during their 
ling," the official 
tral News 
. Reuter Tokyo 


other or; 
meeting 
the South 
for bra 
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Mob ‘hitman* 
arrested 

Italian police said they had 
arrested one of the suspected 
Mafia killers of a former 
mayor of Palermo, Giuseppe 
Insalaco, in 1988. The sus- 
pect, Domenico Guglielmino. 
has been named as a member 
of the hit squad by a leading 
mob turncoat, Calogero Gan- 
cL Police gave no immediate 
details of the circumstances 
of his arrest Insalaco was 
mayor of Palermo for the 
now defunct Christian De- 
mocrat party for four months 
in 1984. TWo gunmen on a 
motor scooter killed him in 
his car as be drove in a 
crowded city street in Paler- 
mo on 12 January 1988. 
Reuter— Palermo 

Hall no 
soliciting 

A town in Italy frying to pnt a 
stop to prostitution has come 
up with a novel approach - 
special traffic signs banning 
love on the streets. One of 
the signs has a diagonal bar 
over a silhouette of a woman 
leaning against a lamp post 
smoking a cigarette. The oth- 
er shows two beads with a 
s imilar diagonal bar. The 
council in the Tuscan town of 
Aulla said both would be 
erected after the mayor 
banned cars from stopping 
along a main road where 
prostitutes and their clients 
meet. Reuter- Rome 








The Disability 
Discrimination 
Act serves 
every body 
right. 


From 2 December, if you 
don’t know about 
disabled people’s rights, you 
could end up in the wrong. 


Look out for further information 
arriving in the post. 


If you provide goods, services or 
facilities to the public, you must be ready 
to comply with the Act. From 2 December, 
you must treat disabled people just as well 
as your other customers. 

It’s not just good news for disabled 
people. After all, satisfied customers are 
good for your business. 

So be ready for a change for the better. 
For everybody. 


A 


Issued on behalf of the Minister for Disabled People. 
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; Professor 
Stuart Piggott 


Stuart Piggott was the last of 
the generation who created 
the discipline of prehistoric 
archaeology in Britain, and 
who exercised a profound in- 
fluence on its development 
on a wider European and, in- 
deed, world stage. The friend- 
ships and rivalries of Piggott, 
Grah&me Clark, Cyril Fox, 
GJyn Daniel, Mortimer Wheel- 
er, Richard Atkinson and 
Christopher Hawkes patterned 
the development of the subject 
for 40 years of astounding 
achievement. 

Bom in 1910, Piggott came 
from old Berkshire yeoman 
stock, his father a schoolmaster 
and his mother a Welshwoman 
from Breconshire. One. might, 
perhaps, attribute his intense 
shyness and reticent modesty 

combined with the scintillating 

acuteness of his mind to 
that dual ancestry. Without 
doubt his profound love of his 
native Wessex countryside was 
in bis blood and never left 
him. He also inherited a 
quite remarkable talent for the 
graphic arts. 

By the age of 16 be was an ac- 
tive field archaeologist explor- 
ing the wealth of the South 
Downs and the Berkshire 
Downs. His sketches and notes 
brought him to the attention of 
the Ordnance Survey Archae- 
ology Division and its chief, 
O.G.S. Ctawfbrd, and ft was this 
contact that brought him, after 
a brief apprenticeship in the mu- 
seum in Reading, to his first ar- 
chaeological appointment, in 
1928 at the age of 18, as an in- 
vestigator with the Royal Com- 
mission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of 
Whies. 

The fieldwork, in Anglesey, 
he found a delight, and ins “ar- 
chaeological eye", which never 
left him, developed at this time. 
All who ever worked with him, 
however, wifi recognise the im- 
possibility of his ever having 
worked indefinitely within gov- 
ernment service, with its em- 
phasis on administration and 
irksome control (I remember 
with glee an incident much lat- 
er when university authorities 
queried tbe substantially in- 
creased postage bill of Pig- 
gott's department, to which he 
replied in his immaculate ital- 
ic handwriting, “I think it may 


be that we are posting more 
letters.") 

In 1928 Piggptt had begun to 
work on the excavation of the 
Neolithic enclosure at the 
Trundle, near Goodwood in 
Sussex. His handling of the 
pottery and other finds on the 
site realised his innate ability 
to assimilate vast bodies of 
material and also fixed his 
first great research objective - 
a study of the British Neo- 
lithic. Thus he became the ob- 
vious choice for Alexander 
Keiller, the wealthy confec- 
tionery magnate, who wished to 
excavate the Neolithic site at 
Windmill Hill, near Avebury in 
Wiltshire. 

Piggott became Assistant Di- 
rector to Keiller in 1933 and it 
was here that he cut his teeth 
in the remaining area of ar- 
chaeological skill - excavation 
and its management. His exca- 
vation career, which was to in- 
clude work at Stonehenge and 
West Kennel, was to continue, 
untainted by non-publication, 
until his final, and beautiful, ex- 
cavation of the Neolithic long 
borrow at Dalladies, near Mon- 
trose in Scotland, conducted in 
the early 1970s. 

The excavation at Windmill 
HiU continued until 1938, and 
during this time Piggott under- 
took his second great research 
project - a study of the Early 
Bronze Age of Wessex. This 
project had its origins in 
Piggott's fascination with the in- 
sights and intellectual back- 
ground of the great antiquarian 
tradition that was so strongly 
connected with his Wessex 
homeland. 

In 1945 he was awarded the 
degree of BLitt by St John’s Goi- 


“ Here,” he said, “Mr Love l, is a truly remarkable spot." 

“It commands a fine view,” said his companion, look- 
ing around him. 

“True, but it is not for the prospect I brought you hith- 
er; so you see nothing else remarkable? - nothing on 
the surface of the ground?” 

“Why, yes; I do see something like a ditch, indistinctly 
marked.” 

“Indistinctly! - pardon me. sir, but the indistinctness 
must be in your powers of vision - nothing can be more 
plainly traced - a proper agger or vallum , with its cor- 
responding ditch or fossa. Indistinctly! why Heaven help 
you . . 

- From Sir Waiter Scott, TheAqpqqgy, quoted in 
Stuart Piggptt. Ruins in a Landscape (1976) , 

Nicu Ceausesecu 
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lege, Oxford, for his study of 
william Stukeley, published in 
1950. His researches into early 
antiquarian matters, and the 
proximity of the collections of 
Devizes Museum to the work 
at Avebury, brought him into 
close contact with the products 
of these researches -the wealth 
of exotic prehistoric objects 
retrieved under relatively 
uncontrolled conditions from 
the burial mounds of Early 
Bronze Age chieftains on 
the rich farmland of Southern 
England. 

These exotica drew Piggott 
inexorably into tbe wider field 
of European and even Near 
Eastern archaeology. A massive 
capacity for reading, and his 
established ability with the 
synthesis of material led to a 
paper, “Tbe Early Bronze Age 
in Wessex” {Proceeding? of 
the Prehistoric Society, 1938), 
which 60 years later is still con- 
troversial (“Oh! are they still 
talking about that?” he said 
when I mentioned it to him 
recently). 

With the Second World War 
looming, and Windmill Hill 
completed. Piggott found him- 
self in strange places, among 
them assisting with the desper- 
ate rescue of excavations of 
Sutton Hoo in Suffolk, under- 
taken in advance of defence 
construction. His story of the 

Saxon treasure iiPhis jacket 
pocket while defying the scep- 
tical badinage of tire local form- 
ers in a nearby pub, has passed 
into archaeological folklore; 
but his destiny was to be more 
serious and to offer even 
greater potential. 

ha 1941 he was gazetted to 



& 


‘Surety my stores tm p oBo d me to be an Antiquary’: Pi gg ott, right, with Grahame Clark on a Cambridge student field class at Stonehenge, 1553 


the Intelligence Corps and, 
even tuaHy, was officer in charge 
of aerial photographic inter- 
pretation (a skill that derived 
from his association with 
Keiller) in the Far Eastern 
theatre. His (somewhat fraught) 
association with Wheeler de- 
veloped at this period and they 
worked together on a number 
of archaeological projects in In- 
dia. His book Prehistoric India 
was published after file war in 
1950. 

With tiie rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel, Piggott returned to 
Britain in 1945, having gained 
the ability to see Europe, ar- 
chaeologicalfy, from afar. It al- 
most certainly came to him as 
a great surprise to be invited by 
Edinburgh University to suc- 
ceed Vere Gordon Chflde, the 
doyen of European prehistoric 
archaeology, as Abercromby 
(“Applecrumble", as Piggott 
always, irreverently, used to 
say) Professor of Prehistoric 
Archaeology. 

With characteristic consci- 
entiousness, seriousness (and, 
one suspects with a will) he im- 
mediately set to work expand- 


ing and deepening his already 
established European contacts 
and knowledge. By 1951 be 
bad conducted one major ex- 
cavation in Scotland (the hill- 
top henge at Caimpapple near 
Linlithgow) and had suomftted 
for publication bis s eminal Ne- 
olithic Cultures of the British Ides, 
published in 1954. Almost im- 
mediately overwhelmed by the 
radiocarbon dating revolution, 
the ho nk aifl r pmam^, t od ay, an 
essential starting-point for any 
serious consideration of the 
period. 

Much travel in Europe - 
welcomed and feted from 
Madrid to Moscow - followed. 
Piggott nonetheless found 
energy to be an active Com- 
missioner for the Royal Com- 
mission on the Historical 
Monuments of Scotland, play- 
ing a vital role ra the restruc- 
turing and updating of the 
commission's practice after 
the hiatus of the war. He was 
elected a Fellow of the British 
Academy in 1953. 

It was the years from 1955 to 
.1965 that saw the conception of 
what, in my view, was his mog- 
f - • • "" 


num opus. Teaching his cours- 
es in his gentle but interactive 
way he slowly built his concep- 
tion of the unique innovative- 
ness of European culture, 
working on the foundations 
laid by his professional 
predecessor, Childe. 

Ancient Europe was pub- 
lished in 1965 and dedicated, 
characteristically, to “my pu- 
pils”. Piggott retired from the 
Abercromby Chair in 1977 and 
since then, as Emeritus Pro- 
fessor, continued his unblem- 
ished stream of publication. In 
1976, shortly before he retired. 
Ruins in a Landscape, a study 

nf earfy antiquarian though t and 

method, was published^ fol- 
lowed in 1989 by Ancient Britons 
and the. Antiquarian Imagination, 

his final statement on this 
subject 

In 1983 one of the vital 
areas of “Europeanness" (in 
its broadest sense) defined in 
Ancient Europe, was further 
explored in tus brilliant The 
Earliest Wheeled Transport, 
which was followed by the 
awards ^ria^of fbe^Oc^dL- 
MedaL^of the Society qf. 


Antiquaries of London in that 
year. 

Piggott was still publishing 
into the early Nineties. Visited 
regularly by students, colleagues 
and friends in the cottage be re- 
tired to in his beloved Berkshire 
(now Oxfordshire), be was al- 
ways a most courteous host He 
continued to read in his massive 
library housed in an especially 
built extension until latterly his 
sight failed him. 

Piggott's beaky nose with his 
abundant silvery hair lent him 
a distinguished but not lofty air. 
He had very clear enunciation 
and he loved sports cars - dri- 
ving an MG in his final years at 
Edinburgh. He would occa- 
sionally sport the most extrav- 
agant silk waistcoasts, and his 
precise, slightly pe mickeCy style 
carat him the nickname among 
his students of “Piggins". 

By his personality and his in- 
tellect he attracted scores of stu- 
dents and colleagues who 
regarded him with affection as 
their model and their friend. His 
death will be to many a be- 
reavement. Writing in the lat- 
er Eighties a short essay on his 
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own life, again with character- 
istic modesty, Stuart Piggott . 
quoted as his alter ego the an- 
tiquary John Aubrey (1626-97), 
born at Kington in Wiltshire - 
“Surety toy stories impelled me 
to be an Antiquary, I have the 
strangest luck at it, that t hin g s ' 
drop into my mouth!” 

Roger Mercer 

Stuart Piggott, archaeologist : 
bom Piaersfield, Hampshire 28 
May 1910; Abercromby Profes- 
sor of Prehistoric Archaeology, 
Edinburgh University 1946-77 
(Emeritus); FBA 1953; CBE 
1972; publications include 
British Prehistory 1949, Pre- 
historic India 1950, William 
Stukeley: an 18th-century 
antiquary 1950, Neolithic Cul- 
tures of British Isles 1954, Scot- 
land before History 2951, 
Approach to Archaeology 195*, 
Ancient Europe 1965, Tie 
Druids 1968, Antiquity De- 
picted 1978, Ancient Britois 
and the Antiquarian Imagina- 
tion 19S9, Wagon, Chariot aid 
Carriage 1992; died West Chtl- 
Unv, Oxfordshire 23 September 
1996. 
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As the Communist era in east- 
ern Europe drew to a close in 
the late 1980s, few regimes 
were more brutal, obnoxious 
and surreal than that of Nico- 
lae and Elena Ceausescu in Ro- 
mania. And of all the characters 
who walked that nightmarish 
stage, few were regarded as 
more brutal, obnoxious and 
surreal than Nicu Ceausescu, 
the dictator’s youngest child, 
who died yesterday in a 
Vieona hospital at the age of 45. 

Stories abounded in Com- 
munist times of Ceausescu ’s 
almost manic indulgence in 
women, alcohol, fast cars, ex- 
pensive clothes and jewellery, at 
a time’ when ordinary Romani- 
ans were reduced to living on 
scraps of meat and nettle soup 
in unheated, unlit apartments. 
Ion Pace pa. a Romanian intel- 
ligence service chief who later 
defected to the West, told in his 
memoirs of a banquet at which 
he saw Nicu pour Scotch over 
the foreign minister's bead, uri- 
nate over a platter of qystezs and 
start to rape a waitress. 

He also alleged that Nicu had 

raped a classmate at the age of 
14, acquired his first boat at 15, 
and turned into a drunken 
hooligan at 16, causing car ac- 
cidents all over Bucharest Yet 
some of Pacepa’s episodes 
sound too lurid to be true, and 
Ceausescu ’s reputation as a 
louche and loathsome lunatic 
was in all probability exagger- 
ated. In the aftermath of 
the December 1989 revolution, 
it suited Romania's post- 
Co mmunis t rulers to keep alive 
his image as a wicked degener- 
ate who abused women and 
drank spectacular quantities of 
whisky. By demonising Ceaus- 
escu, President Ion liiescu and 
his followers sought to focus 
public discontent on the past, 
conceal the shortcomings of 
the post-Co mm unist govem- 


DEATHS 

COLCHESTER: Nice. Suddenly of a 
heart attack in New York on 25 Sep- 
tember aged 49, Bdoued husband of 
Laurence, father of Max and Felix, 
xu and brother. Funeral private. 
Memorial service in London to be 
announced later. 

EDWARDS: On 22 September. Rene 
EtbcL Med 75. beloved wife of Fred- 
erick. Funeral service at Si Mary’s. 
Hampton, on Wednesday 2 October 
at 1 1.15am. Flowers to G.5. Keats, 
Hampton HiQ. by 10 am or donations 
to tbe British Red Crass Society. 

ROSS: Mattel. Died peacefully in 
Cambridge on 24 September 1996. 
Beloved wife of the recenth de- 
ceased Bernard and loving mother of 
Stephen, the late John, dthcriae and 
Matthew. Funeral Mass will take 
plate on Tuesday I October. AD en- 
quiries to Cambridge Funeral Ser- 
vices, telephone 01213 415255. 


meat, and put distance be- 
tween the late dictatorship and 
Romania's new rulers, many of 
whom had in fact been inti- 
mately associated with the 
Ceausescu regime. 

Though the youngest of the 
three Ceausescu children, Nicu 
was groomed in the 1980s to be 
his father’s successor, a prospect 
that gave rise to the quip that 
Romania was developing 
“socialism in one family”. After 
serving as head of the Com- 
munist youth movement, a 
stepping-stone to the party lead- 
erehip, he was tranrferred in 1987 
to ran the party organisation in 
the medieval city of Sibhi. 

For the next two years, ac- 
cording to Sibhi residents, he 
belied his notoriety by working 
quietly to dreumvent his father’s 
grim austerity measures and 
provide his city with a modicum 
of well-being. In the last years 
of his life, he also claimed (o 
have opposed his father’s de- 
struction of the old heart of 
Bucharest, a rampage that 
resulted in the construction of 
a grotesque palace for the 
Communist leadership and av- 
enues with names such as the 
Boulevard of the Triumph of 
Socialism. 

When the 1989 revolution 
broke out, Nicu left Sibhi for 
Bucharest, but his parents had 
already fled the capital. Short- 
ly before their execution on 
Christmas Day, Nicu was ar- 
rested and charged with order- 
ing security forces to fire on 
demonstrators m Sibiu, where 
almost 100 people had died in 
the uprising. 

Nicu strenuously denied 
these accusations but. at his tri- 
al in 1990, made a joke of them 
in a way that illustrated the fun- 
damental failings of his char- 
acter. He apologised to the 
court for having an incomplete 
memory of the December 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


MARRIAGES 

OWEN-PICKERING: On 21 Septem- 
ber. ai West Lodge Park. Hertford- 
shire, James, son of Stephen and 
Dorothy Owen of Southport, and 
Helen, daughter of Peter and Marie 
Pickering of Finchley, London. 


Aanameanenu tor Cucttv anting, MXK- 
RIACES & DEATHS Rfeoald be «■ in «*- 

toe to the Gauue Edlun, fbr Independent. 
1 Canada Scpan. Canary Wh*rC loodeo £34 
SDL. telephoned id 0111-295 911 or land 
to 0 171-293 Ml*, and ait charred at £&50 
a Mae (VAT ediaj. 



Ceausescu: ‘socteQsm in one family' 


events and said that be had been 
drunk at the time. 

Romania’s state prosecutors 
initially charged him with geno- 
cide, a* manifestly absurd accu- 
sation. but eventually changed 
the indictment to “instigation 
of aggravated murder”. Pre- 
dictably, he was found guilty and 
sentenced to 20 years in prison. 
However, in November 1992. af- 
ter tile charge against him had 
been changed yel again lo mere 
illegal possesion of firearms 
and his sentence had been 
reduced to five years, he was 
quietly set free. 

By this time he cut a sorry, 
gaunt figure, chain-smoking, 
his life empty* of purpose, and 
his body racked with hepatitis 
and cirrhosis of the liver. Yet al- 
though the latter disease may 


Birthdays 

Miss Diane Abbott MP. 43; Mr 
Louis Anduoioss, attorney and au- 
thor. 79; Miss Josephine Boston; so- 
prano. 56: Sir Roger Birch, farmer 
Chief Constable of Sussex, 66; Mr 
Philip Blacker, jockey, 47; Baroness 
Blackstone. educationist, 54: Mr 
Michael Colvin MP, b4; Miss Barbara 
Dickson, singer. 48; Miss Michele 
Domce. actress. 4S; Vice-Admiral lan 
CaxnetL Deputy Supreme Allied 
Commander Atlantic, Mr Ken- 
neth GilL fanner president, Saaichi 
Saatchi. 76c Sir Alexander Graham. 
■ former Lord Mayor of London, 58; 
Mr Nicky Haslara. interior designer. 
57: Sir Peter Holmes, former chair- 
man, Sbcinianspon and Trading Gj, 

64; Mr Gordon Honeycombe. author 
and broadcaster, 6ft*Sb John Hunt 


have been caused by years of 
heavy drinking, Ceausescu had 
only a mild form of the illness 
when it was first diagnosed in 
1989. Friends of Nicu suspect- 
ed that the disease acquired fa- 
tal dimensions only because 
Romania's post-Communist 
rulers denied him access to 
proper medical treatment 
It was perhaps some conso- 
lation, as his life approached its 
premature end, that many Ro- 
manians chose to view Nicu with 
pity rather than hatred. He is 
survived by his brother Vhlentin 
and his sister Zoia. 

Tony Barber 

Nicu Ceausescu, politician : 
bom 1951; married (marriage 
dissolved); died Vienna 25 
September 1996. 


MP, 67; Mr Denis Lawson, actor, 49; 
Professor Geoffrey Martin, histori- 
an, 68; Miss Barbara Murray, actress, 
67; Mr Robin Ncdwefl, actor, 50; The 
Rev Professor Dennis Nine ham, the- 
ologian, 75; Mr David Peake, fanner 
chairman, Kleinwort Benson. 62; 
Mr Arthur Pfenn. theatre and film di- 
rector, 74; Mr lan Pleaderieith, Gov- 
ernment Broker, 53; General Sir lan 
Riches, former Commandant-Gen- 
eral. Royal Marines. 88; Lord Shep- 
herd, former Lord Privy Seal and 
Leader of the House of Lords, 78; 
Mr Alvin Stardusi. rock anger, 54. 


Anniversaries 

Births: St Alfonso Maria dd Liguori, 

theologian, 1696; George Cniik- 
shank, QJastrtior and caricaturist 


Alex Manoogian was perhaps 
the world's richest Armenian. 
An exile from his native land, 
which he left at the time of the 
genocide of the Armenians un- 
der the Ottoman links, he built 
up a Fortune 500 company in the 
United States and amassed a 
multi-million-doiiar fortune, 
becoming the leading philan- 
thropist of Armenian causes. 
Despite his huge charitable do- 
nations he was a modest, private 
man who resented having to 
spend money needlessly on 
himself. 

Manoogian was born in 
Kasaba, near Smyrna (now 
Izmir), in the Ottoman Empire, 
in 1901, the son of a wealthy Ar- 
menian grain and raisin trader. 
As a young boy he served as an 
altar-server in the local church 
1 and wanted to be a priest. But 
j life was to be different. These 
| were turbulent times for the 
Armenian community in the 
Ottoman Empire. 

The Young Turks had begun 
their campaign to deport or ex- 
terminate the large Armenian 
community from their midst. 
More than 1 million Armenians 
are believed to have been mur- 
dered or died in harrowing cir- 
cumstances in 1915-18 in this 
century's first genocide. The Ar- 
menian community all but dis- 
appeared from Anatolia, those 
who survived barely managing 
to drag themselves on forced 
marches through the desert 
and into Syria and Palestine. 

Manoogian was lucky. His 
home town was near an in- 
ternational port and was thus 
spared extermination or de- 
portation. Alex’s father, lakvor, 
apparently maintained good 
relations with the local Turkish 
authorities even as the killings 
were going on elsewhere. After 
completing school the young 
Manoogian. at the age of 17, 
borrowed money from his father 


1 792; Louis Botha, first prime min- 
ister of South Africa, 1862; Rosa 
Lewis (Rosa Ovcndcn), hotelier, 
1867; Nikolai Ivanovich Bukharin, 
Russian leader and journalist, 1888; 
George Raft, actor. 1895: Sir Wiffiani 
Empson, poet and critic. I00n; Sir 
Martin Ryle, Astronomer Royal, 
1918. Deaths; William of Wykcham. 
bishop and founder or Winchester 
College and New College. Oxford, 
14(W; Marco Girolamo Vida, bishop, 
humanist and poet. 1566; St Vjnccnl 
de Paul, priest. 1660; Laurence Eus- 
dca, poet, 1730; Rcmy de Gourmonl, 
writer, 1915; HUaim-Gcrmain PUpar 
Degas, painter, 191?; Engelbert 
Humperdinck, composer. 1921; Sir 
Aristide Maillol, painter and sculp* 
tor, 1944; Gerald Flnzi, composer. 
1956; Sir Norman Brookes, tennis 


and set up his own trading 
company. But, uncertain of the 
future in the troubled region, 
Manoogian decided that his 
best chances lay elsewhere. 

He set sail for the United 
States and arrived like countless 
Other immigrant at Hlhs Island, 
on 20 May 1920, with two suit- 
cases and just $50 in his pock- 
et. Although he knew five 
languages, English was not one 
of them. He worked for a suc- 
cession of Armenian bosses, 
once polishing spoons in a sil- 
ver shop, and taught Armenian 
in evening classes. 

He soon met Harry Ajarniaa, 
who taught him the essentials 
of tooling screws and bolts. 
Ajamian became his brother-in- 
law and also a partner in 
Manoogian's first company. 
Masco, set up in the Detroit 
suburb of Tftylor in 1928 on 
the eve of the stockmarket 
crash. When Manoogian's two 
partners left the company, 
Manoogian was on his own as 
chairman, president and chief 
executive. By hard work the 
company prospered and, when 
it went public in 1936, was the 
first Armenian-owned compa- 
ny to be listed on the stock ex- 
change. first in Detroit and 
later in New York. 

Masco’s big break came 
when the Ford Motor Compa- 
ny suddenly needed a part with- 
in 24 hours for the launch of a 
new modeL No other firm in 
Detroit was prepared to lake on 
the job at such short notice. 
Manoogian produced the part 


going places.” 

Manoogian later decided to 
reduce his dependence on the 
Detroit car companies and 
branched out into other areas. 
If Ford provided his first big 
break his fortune was made with 


champion, 1968; Dame Grade 
Fields, singer and entertainer. 1979. 
On this day; the Society of Jesus was 
founded, 1540; Mount Ararat was 
climbed for ihc Grsi time, 1830; 
Warsaw surrendered to the Ger- 
man forces, 1939; (he first London 
performance of the musical //air was 
presented, 1968; Today is the Feus: 
Day of St Bairag or Bamoch, Si 
Elzear of Sa bran and St Vincent de 
Paul. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: ‘‘The 
Art ofSavik RowThfloriug”, talk and 
demonstration by tutors from the 
London Cottege of Fashion, 230pm. 
Tuie Gallery: John Thompson. “The 
Work of Bruce Nauman", tpm. 



Manoogian: ‘Why wouldn’t 
people want to do something 
with one hand rather than twoT 

the mixer lap. In 1952 he was 
approached bv acquaintances 
who tried to interest him in their 
invention; a hall valve joint 
that would allow a tap to run 
hot and cold water together. 
Manoogian was enthusiastic. 
“Why wouldn't people want to 
do something with one hand 
rather than two?” 

Together they put the tap into 
production and, when plumbing 
shops said there would be no 
market for it, Masco decided to 
market it himself. The fortune 
was made. By last year the 
company had sales of $3bn in 
home furnishings and building 
products. Nearly $700m of 
l his still comes from taps. 
Manoogian was to run the 
company until 1985. 

Manoogian was a private 
man who set great store by fam- 
ily life. In 1931 he married a mu- 
sician, Marie Tatian, in New 
York, and they had two children, 
a daughter Louise and a son 
Richard. Richard was gradual- 
ly brought into the company, be- 
aming Masco president, and 
later chairman as welL 
However, it was Manoogian's 
philanthropic activity that 
brought him respect and even 


Legal Year 

The Legal Year begins in October 
and courts will sit for four terms dur- 
ing the year. 1 *#96/97 term doles are- 
I Uafa* - 20 1**^. „/ 
1«? I Janu ai> - Ji Marcb; Easter X April - 
J Mjv: Trinity 1 June - 3 1 jnjy. ipn 

- Law Reports i Q the Independent 
rcium .m 1 October. 

Synagogue services 

Details „f synagogue services 10 be 
held inmorrnwr may be obtained hv 
telephoning tiie lullowing. Sabhath 
begins in London ai 6J3pm 

018 I-J 4 V 4-31 Cftat Britain. 


reverence from the worid-vide 
Armenian community. He 
joined the Armenian Gereral 
Benevolent Union (a charity 
founded in Cairo in 1906) ij the 
1930s. As his donations in- 
creased his stature in dm or- 
ganisation increased. In 1953 he 
was elected to the AGBU cen- 
tral board, becoming interna- 
tional president. After 37yeais 
at tbe helm, it was to his daugh- 
ter Louise that he handed on 
the presidency. 

It is estimated that Man- 
oogian gave about S80m to 
charitable causes. Some S50m 
went to support Armenian 
schools througfaou the world, 
from Iran to Latii America, 
S15m to churches md monas- 
teries and at lea t $10m to 
artists, musicians a id scholars. 
It was Manoogian i ’ho stepped 
in lo save the Armenian 
Catholic monaster] at San Laz- 
zaro in Venice aftei it faced ruin 
in the wake of a windle. He 
gave large sums to the now in- 
dependent Armeni in Republic 
which, towards lh< end of tbe 
Soviet era, sufferec a devastat- 
ing earthquake aid terrible 
poverty after war bi >ke out with 
Azerbaijan over th : enclave of 
Nagomo-Karabal h. Schools 
and streets are narr :d after him 
in Armenia and oil ;r countries 
around the world. 

The independei : Armenian 
state soon recog ised Man- 
oogian's contribut ms. In 1994 
be became the first liaspiora Ar- 
menian to receivt the award 
Hero of the Anne iian Nation 
and he was grant! d honorary 
citizenship. 

I tribe Corley 
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Let’s hear it for the makers of the British buzz 


^ ^ “ nsiderable buzz 

I “ 5 2 ut Britain now” says the 

it annou Q cesrSd t0UriS ?l qUan 8o as 

MSSBsas 

Jarvis Ov>L ^fe-Tophone rasp of 

'jest. ^ 3rSP 
sSSpiS 
S?-teS=S 

thefashicin gurus Pearce Fionda. V 

^ 3apanese «* per- 
aps also the growing numbers nf 



~ au^icueraon or that 
J«and s growing wealth and interna- 
honatan) probably stiU come for the 

rw^y?* ^ tonehen ge, Hampton 
Court and the Royal Mile - Britain as 
pageant, hying history, island theme 
park. In Kansas City, as in Osaka, 
Britain lives still in the public’s imam- 
nation as Jane Austen country or, in the 
Scottish variant, the land of kilted figures 
looking like a cross between Liam Nee- 
son and Mel Gibson. In such a country 
M soldiers should, as they do, dress up in 
busbies and parade outside Horse 
Guards as if George II were still on the 
throne, the cottages should be thatched 
and the castle moats deep. It is a form 
of what the economists call comparative 


advantage: we are good at doing the past 
and it would be foolish to throw away the 
yeiif especially since we are unlikely to 
earn them from sales of machine tools. 

A few years back cultural commen- 
tators of left and right got themselves 
into a rather silty tangle over whether 
Heritage was a Good Thing. Some 
argued that ha If- timbering was a kind 
of moral disease and' the view from the 
battlements always backward. Others 
seemed at times to be arguing that if 
we all started to dress up in smocks and 
armour and stand at the entrance to 
Arundel or Culzean Castle we would 
never have to worry about deindustri- 
alisation again. Thankfully we seem to 
have got over that debate - partly 
because ancient and modern can never 
really be dissociated in some neat way. 
And what do we make of Sense and 
Sensibility , financed from the United 
States, directed by a Taiwanese, starring 
British actors that makes a lot of 
money worldwide and serves to boost 
tourism to Devon? 

What thwarts the doomsters is the 
sinuousness, the unpredictability of 
culture. Tourism is clearly big business 
and a growing source of employment, 
but trying to plan for it is usually fatal. 
We certainly need to protect precious 
sites such as Avebury and the Abbey; 
the City of Glasgow has done wonders 
in plotting the cult of Rennie Mackin- 
tosh. But tourism is increasingly also a 
product of imagination and, among 
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younger people, a response to a sense 
of what and where is new, exciting, cut- 
ting edge. 

Tburism in Britain is up. More for- 
eigners want to come and visit these 
shores despite London’s capacity to 
offer urban crime of a frighteningly 
American kind, as a poor tourist found 
out near King’s Cross the other night. 
Equally more of us are visiting them. 
There is a lot more tourism through- 
out the world and since the number of 
destinations is limited, you would 
expect Britain automatically to attract 
a growing share, even if there was noth- 
ing special to see or do here. But there 


is - like being free and even a little 
anarchic. Tb Singaporean youth (the 
target for some recent British Tourist 
Authority promotion) dropping litter in 
the street without fear of being keel- 
hauled could be one of this country’s 
greatest attractions. The Netherlands 
are already free but judging by the 
headgear sported by numbers of Dutch 
visitors, perhaps Britain bas an ultimate 
liberty - it is a place you can get away 
with wearing funny hats in public. 

Just why numbers are up can only be 
guessed at It seems more are repeat vis- 
itors and they must be returning to do 
more than revisit Madame Tussaud’s or 


the Tbwer. Britain’s attractions may 
have, in part, to do with the Spender phe- 
nomenon. If in a television series you 
project a rather glamorous character 
against an urban backdrop, the pltysical 
surroundings (Newcastle upon Tyne) 
acquire a new aura of interest and 
excitement - which is the reason the city 
fathers and mothers of Bir mingham and 

Leeds have thought about bribing 
screenwriters to plant detectives or hos- 
pital doctors in their fictional midst 

People abroad are seeing or hearing 
an exciting Britain and want to visit 
The association of London and cultural 
modernity is not new. From Peter the 
Great hanging out in the pubs of Dept- 
ford to young Danes threading the 
Soho maze to find Carnaby Street in 
the Sixties, London has, off and on, 
been where it is at And, says the British 
Tburist Authority, it is once again styl- 
ish , contemporary and vibrant. They 
come, in their millions, for Camden 
Lock in north London but also - offi- 
cialdom is reticent on this - for semi- 
forbidden pleasures in chibs and pubs. 

Not only London will benefit from 
this association of Britain and the fron- 
tier of wbat is permitted, of what is to 
be experienced. How many young peo- 
ple are likely to set a course for Leith 
after seeing Trainspotting? In a just 
world Irvine Welsh would find himself 
being offered a civic banquet for his part 
in boosing Edinburgh tourist revenues. 

But the fact is, still, the businessman 


who makes the widget gets the accolade 
much quicker than the maker of culture 
who creates the buzz. Popular singers 
sometimes get their gongs, true, and 
prime ministers and opposition leaders 
do find time in their diaries to fete knick- 
eriess dress designers. But a gulf persists 
between the British culture that for- 
eigners find attractive and what gets 
recognised as significant and meritori- 
ous. There will probably have to be bet- 
ter alignment between the two if the vis- 
itors are to keep coming and spending. 

Anyone for a 
magic potion? 

P opeye ate spinach. Asterix drank 
herbal tea. Rowers and long- 
distance runners gorge on pasta. For 
centuries, athletes and warriors have 
relied on the powers of their food and 
drink to make them strong. Now the 
Minis try of Defence has developed its 
own magic potion to turn our soldieis 
and sailors into superheroes. 

But could there be another motive? 
What with defence cuts and private 
finance initiatives, the MoD needs 
every penny it can get Hot on the heels 
of alcoholic glue and isotonic brew, the 
next new drink to hit the high street 
could be Martial-ade. Who says the 
public sector can’t innovate? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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People might 
just survive 
cyberdoom 

Sir: Ian Angell appears to have 
overlooked a crucial long-term 
factor in his ebullient forecast of a 
mass-unemployment, 
computerised future (‘‘The signs 
are dean the future is inequality”, 
25 September). In the long term, 
companies wiO have to modify their 
excessive enth usiasm in the face of 
what the public will tolerate. 

The writing is already on the 
wall. People are becoming angry to 
have their telephone inquiries 
answered by recorded voices that 
give them a time-wasting and 
inadequate selection of “options”. 
Downsized driver-only buses are 
being seen to be consumer- 
unfriendly, as queues wait to board 
in the rain and traffic is congested 
by buses held up at stops. 

It is easy enough lo be 
“profitable and effident” if you 
simply pass the labour costs of your 
operation on to the (unpaid) 
public. People will do the horse- 
work of shopping by trudging with 
laden troDeys. They will fill then- 
own petrol tanks (again, often in a 
downpour). And they will act as 
their own switchboard operators by 
obediently pressing buttons. 

But they wiD onty do this for so 
long. There is already a longing for 
person-to-person dealings - 
customer-pampering - and the 
successful firms of the future wiD 
be those who entice the most 
custom not by robots, but by a well- 
staffed and human service. 
IANFLINTOFF 
London SW6 

Sin I presume Professor Angell is 
icing the royal “we” when he says, 

“We are entering an age of 
hopelessness, an age of resentment, 
an age of rage.” For the rage is surely 
Iris own; rarefy has such spleen been 
vented in the name of journalism. 

As a consultant working in 
organisations that are “downsizing, 
delayering and outsourcing” I know 
better thanmost how difficult the 
enqjtoymeni market is. But has he 

considered that while “productivity 
otology needing 



is delivered by a technoi 
. only a few machine-minders” 
someone hasto design, produce, 
market and service those machines? 

The world of work is changing 
profoundly, but it is not grinding to 
.the cataclysmic halt Professor 
Angell envisages. I know because I 
- work wife people, not theories, and 
those people are still finding ways 
to earn a living, whether the ways 
that Professor Angell deems 
suitable or not. 

Hfe anger fa magnificent, but I 
hope the “hitge numterof soon-to- 
-be-uncmployed” use their own 
common sense and listen to the 
voice of reasomather than the 
rhetoric of an angry man. 

MELISSA HAWKER 
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire 
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nations. The gold standard meant 
autonomy in monetary' policy was 
severely restricted. Today, there are 
more nations than ever, they have 
more control over Lheir citizens 
than ever, they are richer than ever. 
MATTHEW J TURNER 
London NW3 

Sin Starting, as he cods, with 
Nietzsche, lan Angell seems to 
identify himself as an omniscient 
Superman for whom the use of the 
conditional is foreign, as the 
inexorable future of humanity is 
already revealed. Of course, 
professors of information systems 
are members of the elite, those 
“few entrepreneurial knowledge 
workers” with “unique striDs*; so he 
can afford to display contempt for 
the rest of us. 

RONPOR3A 
London N 15 

Sir There has been some real 
nonsensewritten about 
globalisation, but this has to take 
the biscuit Off-planet banking? . 
Off-pianet joumalisn more like. It 
confirms my ftnpress£on that your 
cGnnnentatyp^wfflnowpaWish 
anything that doutaznalbe^ words 
i wew^glMx^^h^ormatbn^ 
arranged in more or less any order. 
CHRIS SAVAGE - 
London SE10 ■ 


McOutrage 

Sir Might ! suggest thatany of year 
readers who bear the name 
McDonald join fences and instigate 
proceedings against a certain fast 
Food chain for using their name? 
(“Big Mac chews out little Mrs 
McMundrie”, 2A September) 
SIMON DUNN - 
Leeds ■ 


Xenophobic eye 
on the hustings 

Sir: It is now a truism that one of 
fee most fateful failures of our 
early post-war foreign policy was to 
decline offers to the UK by victors 
and vanquished alike, as the only 
combatant European nation to 
avert both hostile occupation and 
defeat, to accept the leading role in 
Western Europe's new structuring, 
designed to prevent ever again our 
Continent being ravaged In’ 
internecine conflict*. Our 
f governments of the day believed 
j any sudi achievement vras anyhow 
unattainable, with or without os. 
Fifty years later, we are in danger 
of making the same mistake again- 
How anyone sensible can attack 
Kenneth Clarke far doing iris best 
to see this does sot happen passes 
nty comprehension (“Can anyone 
ffil Clarke's shoes?”, 25 
September). 

OfcourseHMG. especially the 
Prime Minister himself, go on 
{ staunchly reiterating that we are 
| determined to be -"at the heart of 
i Europe”. Up to now the only - 
evidence of this proud aim, as serat 
• by oar mainland partners, is 
! Britain's readiness in the Council of 
1 Ministers to administer cardiac 
I arrcstswhenever itis thought, rifely 
or wrongly, list our national 

! mtereslscBuklbeafe-ersetyaffi«ted 
What makes this situation worse 
b a growing stt^>icion by mamp 
Conservatives who are neither 
obsessed Eorophiles nor wets nor 
unpatriotic lefties, that the true 

motivation of some of our Tcay 


[ Euro-sceptics is to put their frith in 
narrow' nationalist attitudes, tinged 
with xenophobia, to try to ensure 
that enough popular sentiment is 
whipped up to secure a fifth 
Conservative term in office. 

Sir FREDERIC BENNETT 
Abenmgcll Powys 


MI5 and Wilson’s 
! resignation 

Sir: I have just seen the video of the 
{ recent Channel 4 production of 
j Harold Wilson's resignation in 
} 1976. 1 feel, for the sake of record, I 
| should add a few details which give 
a better perspective, 
j In 1974 Harold Wilson 
j telephoned me in the afternoon of 
| fee day before he was appointed 
j Prime Minister and asked me to 
i come to his house in North Street 
| He be^n the conversation by 
{ saving that he expected to be called 
} ^Buckingham Palace the next day, 
j He then stated that he had decided 
| to accept this office for a period of 
t two years at the utmost. I asked him 
the reasons and he replied that 
( there were medical and personal 
] reasons that made it impossible for 
him to retain this office as Prime 
Minister for longer. He told me that 
even wife a short period he had 
been “the longest-serving Prime 
Minister*. He said that he could not 
cany the “burden" any longer. 

After the Prime Minister had 
taken office he invited me to a 

f rrvate luncheon at Downing Street, 
was again alone at this meeting. 
After lunch he invited me to come 


to his study. When we arrived there 
it was found that the key for the 
study could not be traced. He had 
therefore not used this study before, 
and after waiting for about 15 
minutes, the key was produced. As 
we were settling down in Mr Heath’s 
study he looked around the room 
and said, in a joking way, “You can 
talk quite frankly to me' in here. 
There is only you, I and MI5 
listening,” pointing to a hole in the 
wall where some picture had been 
previously removed. 

Within a month of Harold 
Wilson's appointment 1 happened 
to meet his doctor, whom 1 knew 
fairly well. He committed no 
indiscretion but gave me a hint as 
to his medical condition. Prior to 
this meeting I had always admired 
Mr Wilson’s fabulous memory and 
it was already clear to me, when I 
spoke to Harold Wilson this time, 
that his memory was very good but 
as was apparent from previous 
discussions, not as accurate. 

, I strongly believe feat Harold 
i Wilson's preoccupations with M35’s 
f investigations were somehow 
1 connected wife his progressive 
medical state. I think Harold Wilson 
was very intrigued wife MI5’s 
interest but had an ironic attitude 
towards it He always considered 
them as being a somewhat 
ridiculous attempt to unsettle his 
position. I can never remember an 
occasion when he mentioned these 
facts without a smile. 

He resigned exactly on the date 
he had told me. 

Lord KISS IN 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


Post loiters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

■ Pax: 0171-293 2056; e-maib letters(&irulepmdenLco.uk). 

E-mail correspondents are ashed to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Uphill fight for 
organic food 

Sin Recent research on fee 
European market for organic meat 
and dairy products strongly 
supports Prince Charles's views on 
organic farming (“Charles: King of 
fee Legumes”, 20 September). 

The UK has fee lowest 
percentage of organic farmland in 
the EU and is being obstructed by 
fee relatively small grants offered 
by the Government for farmers to 
switch to organic fanning. 

The reform of the common 
agricultural policy in 1 992 provided 
incentive for fanners to convert to 
organic agriculture. Other EU 
members have all granted financial 
aid and research for fee conversion. 
Austria has the largest amount of 
organic farmland in Europe - 12 
per cent of all farmland. Germany 
and Denmark have 2 percent. 
Britain has a mere 0J per cent. 

Up to 70 per cent of all organic 
foods sold in fee UK are imported. 
An increase in organic farming 
should not be seen as a threat to 
intensive farmers - both should co- 
exist, allowing the public to decide. 
AMARJITSAHOTA 
London SW1 

Pushy charities 

Sin In recent years I decided to 
make smallish contributions to a 
much wider number of charities, 
having previously supported a few 
on a more regular basis. 1 have been 
amazed how this has led to a 
profusion of repetitive requests for 
further donations via my letter box- 1 
cannot be alone in my reluctance to 
give under such persistent pestering. 
ANDREW GENTLES 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire 


Keep censors 
off fee Net 

Sir. At last, a well-researched non- 
sensationalised article on the 
Internet (“The net effect is 
confusion", 24 September). Unlike 
some upmarket Sundays who 
should know better. The 
Independent's article by Andrew 
Brown and Charles Arthur 
provided a dear explanation of the 
problems of censoring the Internet. 

However, fee artide compared 
Internet service providers (ISPs) 
with BT when discussing the 
transmission of Internet pom, 
when fee analogy should be wife 
the Post Office. Pornographic 
material, much of it illegal in both 
country of origin and receipt, is also 
sent through fee post. If fee 
argument is feat ISPS are breaking 
the law because they are storing 
this material on their computers, 
then so is the Post Office, which is 
storing the material in its sorting 
offices. Are fee police suggesting 
feat all mail from, say Amsterdam, 
should be opened and inspected for 
pornography? Will fee Post Office 
be charged if ilticit material is 
discovered? 

Perhaps the argument is not 
about pornography at all. There 
must be many people who feel that 
the proposed censorship of the 
Internet is more to do wife 
preventing fee free flow of 
information. How many of us 
would like to have all our mail 
choked by the authorities before it 
arrived, if at all, through our letter 
boxes? Censoring fee Internet 
would be fee first step. 

JOHN AURE 
Birmingham 

Sir: Andrew Brown and Charles 
Arthur are quite correct in their 
condusions about the risks to 
children cm the Internet. There is a 
document on fee Net called Child 
Safety on the Highway which gives 
suggestions about letting children 
use fee Internet. These include 
making sure feat whenever fee 
child does venture out on to the 
Net, there is a parent with him or 
her at fee computer. This is not a 
question of censorship or freedom 
of expression; parents have to lake 
responsibility for their children in 
this as in other things. 

RICHARD SCHMIDT 
London NWS 


Timely ideas 

Sir Last Tuesday (17 September), in 
your series on fee New 
Establishment. Peter Fopham 
described the IPPR as “a think tank 
that is one of new Labour's most 
important sources of ideas.” Today 
(25 September) we are "loo 
shackled to traditional Labour 

positions to come up wife anything 
new". For your newspaper a week is 
obviously a very long time in politics. 
GERALD HOLTHAM 
Director 

Institute for Public Policy Research 
London WC2 

Pity the barman 

Sin In the debate about extending 
drinking hours I have seen no 
mention of fee poor bar staff 
My son was a barman for five 
years. When time was called for 11 
o'clock, he was often there until 12 
or 1 2J0 clearing and washing up , 
all for £3-£3J*0 an hour. Nobody 
chooses to be a barman as a career. 
Please spare a thought for these 
people working at unsocial hours 
(sooal to you), including bank 
holidays and Christmas Day, for ' 
small recompense. 

STELLA DRAKE 
Camberfey, Sumy 
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The awful 
niceness of 

Daddy 

Paddy’s army 



Suzanne 
Moore takes 
the seaside 
temperature of 
the Lib Dems 
- a party 
ready to do 
more than 
think the 
unthinkable 
and wear the 
unwearable 


B efore I arrived in 
Brighton I have to 
admit I had only two 
preconceptions 
about the Liberal 
Democrats. They are prepared 
to think the unthinkable and to 
wear the unwearable. 

Beyond that I bad only a 
vague idea of what they were 
for. Everyone told me that they 
are a decent bunch, nice people, 
niceness itself personified in the 
manly figure of Paddy Ashdown. 

On first impressions this was 
certainly true. Everyone seemed 
very nice. Party workers do 
embroidery in between making 
sure you haven't goL a bomb in 
your bag. They have some 
super-nice MPs like Simon 
Hushes and some of their 
polices are about making the 
world a nicer place. Yon can't 
disagree with niceness but after 
a while this unremitting niceness 
gets you down. 

They struggle hard not to be 
so pleasant Instead, they are 
desperate to appear honest 
straight-talking, full of back- 
bone and resolve. Well, Paddy 
does, at least Others spend a lot 
of time moaning about how 
they are not going to get into 
bed with people who would not 
try and get them into bed in the 
first place. That must be why 
they make such an effort not to 
look attractive. 

As so many of us do not know 
what they stand for, a lot of time 
is dedicated to defiini tion. Even 
I cottoned on to the fact that 
they are not the Labour or the 
Tory party, but it’s a confusing 
business. The problem with 
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THE CULTURAL 
REVOLUTIOV 


IN THE 
WORLD 
TO COME 

...will anything 
remain of the old 
certainties of 
Western 
civilisation? A 
major three-part 
series guides you 
through the 
mysteries of the 
new digital culture 


Kate Winslet (right), star of Jude and Sense and 
Sensibility, is Hollywood's favourite young British 
actress. Tim de lisle enjoys a revealing interview 

■ 

Plus: the best of British hotel life, the prehistory 
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and in real life 

Clubbers, burn your bras! It’s time to put an 
end to sexploitation on the dance circuit. 
Plus: a miseris guide to Bond Street; how to deal 
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Blair is that he is not a Liberal. 
The problem with Labour is that 
it’s too Tony. The problem with 
the Tories is that they are what 
they say they are, and so must 
go- 

The solution to all this mess 
is to vote for the Lib Dems, who 
promise to make a Labour gov- 
ernment nicer than it would 
otherwise be, which is a strange 
kind of reason for voting. 

The Lib Dems are fond of 
words such as plurality and 
diversity, insisting that there are 
in fact five parties: two kinds of 
Tories and two kinds of Labour. 
But what of their own diversity? 

They certainly attract a lot of 
people with disabilities but you 
are not allowed to mention this 
and everyone gets embarrassed 
when you do. There didn’t seem 
to be manyyoung people at con- 
ference at alL I found some in 
the bar and asked them if there 
were any others. Yes, they 
explained, there were lots of 
young Lib Dems but they would- 
n't be in the hall, theywould too 
busy working at party stuff. 

Obviously lots of Lib Dems 
are too busy to attend confer- 
ence because the hall was half- 
empty most of the time. One guy 
admitted to me that he bad 
missed the leader’s speech 
because he was drying out from 
the night before. He fen ask 
during the lunchtime Ne 
hours and woke up just as Paddy 
was finishing. 

He should think himself lucky 
because Paddy didn't really 
know how to finish. The art of 
a good speech is surely knowing 
bow and when to end iL Paddy 




migh t as well have said “Well, I 
better be going now. ..." 

At least die debauched Lib 
Dem didn't have to sit through 
Ashdown’s dire promo that 
showed Paddy pushing various 
boats out, taking off his jacket 
in slow motion, dashing around 
fee country frantically nodding 
at ordmaiy people. This is the 
son of Beyond Westminster- the 
video of Ashdown’s bode you 
didn’t buy. 

Paddy then spoke eloquently 
of the scourge of negative cam- 

IfoaT America. Yet that hasn't 
stopped him going in for dread- 
ful Clintonesque positive cam- 
paigning in which he comes on 
as a cross between a Mills and 
Boon hero and a manager from 
one of those “listening 7 ’ banks. 

If you respond to Paddy the 
patriarch this is all fine. Daddy 
Ashdown will look after you. if 
Blair is your older brother who 
went off to college and became 
serious and Major is some bor- 
ing relative that you have to put 
up with on special occasions, 
then Daddy Paddy is tremen- 
dously reasoning. 

Yet, as always, gender is the 
great unmentionable of party 
politics. A debate about the 
scrapping of the Child Support 
Agency was conducted with no 
mention of the relations 
between men and women. But 
I guess that would be loo nasty. 
I went to several fringe meetings 
at which all the speakers were 
male. They don't even bother 
with the token women palaver 
like Labour. Yet vou can onlv 


spread Emma Nicolson and her 
dazzling array of gold blouses so 
far. 

The “Voices of Women” 
meeting soon demonstrated 
how far they have to go in this 
respect The chair insisted on 
adarerang members of the audi- 
ence as “the lady in green’' or 
“that lady over there.” 

A couple of fabulously bol- 
shie women-of-a-certain-age at 
the back kept shouting “woman, 
not lady.” Eventually exasper- 
ated, one of them stood up and 
exclaimed “Tm not a lady in red 
I'm a woman in banana.” When 
the meeting ended, the scatter- 
ing of men there were thanked 
profusely. 

What for? Being men? Being 
liberal? The troublesome 
women at the back started boo- 
ing and mock praying to them. 
What kind of Lib Dems were 
these, I wondered. “No, we're in 
the Labour Party. We're just 
here for a took,” one of them 
told me. “What a load of 
rubbish.” 

E n masse the Lib 
Dems tend to 
behave as a pan- 
tomime audience, 
booing and hisang 
at the mention of certain names 
- John Birt, The Daily Tele- 
graph, Andrew Neil - and a big 
boo to anyone who suggests 
that they arc not going to win 
the election. 

Yet it’s all very good-natured. 
I found only one person who 
talked about seizing power, of 
radical politics, of people doing 


ft for themselves and he was the 
man who was too hangover to 
listen to his leader’s speech. 
Power, though, does seem to be 
the crux of the matter. Other- 
wise why bother? Several peo- 
ple explained to me that they 
didn’t actually want to be “in 
power". 

rim all for redefining what 
powerisandlsupposeifyouare 
m this particular party it's impor- 
tant to redefine what winning is. 
Empowerment is another word 
that gets bandied about a lot 

Tms makes good sense if you 
are a pressure group or involved 
in extra-parliamentary politics 
and you believe that politics is 
too important to be left to politi- 
cians. Yet in an arid political 
landscape the Lib Dems appear 
to want to have it both ways. 
Their appeal is that they can be 
honest and thoughtful because 
they are not going to govern. But 
at the same time they have to 
behave as though they might 

Their extra-parliamentary 
instinct has to be tempered by 
a more traditional rationale. 
The idea that while they sit 
secure in their own individual 
identity their leaders are power- 
broking with the Labour Party 
upsets them. Indeed, there is a 
touching kind of innocence 
about the way they operate. 
They must have a hard core of 
ami-*pin doctors because while 
complaining that they don't get 
enough media coverage they 
seem unsure of what to do with 
it once they gel it 

Charles Kennedy turning up 
late fora Waridat One radio dis- 



cussion, surrounded by micro- 
phones and technicians, 
exclaimed, “Oh, is this a pro- 
gramme? I see.” At the same 
discussion Vincent Hanna 
informed the incredulous audi- 
eoce that there were actually 
two conferences going on. the 
artificial one in the hall and the 
real one of press briefings that 
the media attended. “It is the 
opposite of open, frank democ- 
racy. Don't be naive about it” 

pen, frank democ- 
racy, now that's 
_ to aspire 
bo. Sol went along to 
a meeting to see if 
the Ub Dems were the sole 
guardians of civil liberties. 
Unfortunately, halfway through 
the talk, someone knocked on 
the door and said that they had 
booked the room. This resulted 
in some mumbled apologies 
and everyone trooped out some- 
what demoralised. Are these 
people going to protect our civil 
liberties when they can't even 
stand up for our rights to finish 
a discussion in a stuffy hotel 
room? 

Still, the task of a liberal is to 
protect the liberties of those you 
despise. That's what Paul Weller 
- no, disappointingly, not that 
Paul Weller - said during the 
gun debate before he was 
gunned down, sorry, hissed at. 
Mind you, he was the sort of lib- 
eral who is against seat-bells and 
crash helmets. 

They do some nice individual 
turns. Alex Carlisle cruising 
coolly round the ball Archie 


When the master’s voice wears thin . . . 



Miles 

Kington 


W ho first said: “Doc- 
tor, I've got Bright's 
disease, and he's got 

mine"? 

Answer: SJ Perclman. 
Who, when asked to define 
the difference between Mel 
Brooks and Woody Allen, 
said: “That's easy. Woody 
Allen is funny”? 

Answer: SJ Perclman. 
Who started this descrip- 
tion of a train journey ro 
Hollywood from New York? 

“The whistle shrilled and 
in a moment 1 was chugging 
out of Grand Central’s 


dreaming spires followed by 
the anguished cries of rela- 
tives who would now have to 
go to work. I had chugged 
onlv a few feet when 1 
realised that I had left with- 
out the train, so I had to run 
back and wait for it to 
start....” 

Answer SJ Perclman, and 
when I first read that, I 
thought it was the funniest 
kind of writing in the world. 

However, it is almost 
always u mistake to go back 
to (he cherished writers of 
yesteryear, to the books you 
were in love with in the for- 
mative years, for fear they 
have meanwhile changed into 
a pile of old leaves or a hand- 
ful of dust. 

Some writers, I think, are 
foolproof. I could never get 
tired of Lewis Carroll or 
Richraal Crompton, or the 
Sherlock Holmes stories. Bui 
other writers who you 
thought were equally resis- 
tant to the dry rot of ii mc w 
turn out to be riddled with 
woodworm and death watch 
beetle. 

It’s been happening to me 
this week with SJ Perclman 
whose book The Swiss Fam- 
ily Perclman has been read 


this week on Radio 4, and os 
1 have listened I have felt my 
heart sink and my laughter 
muscles go rusty from lack of 
use. 

Which is extraordinary, 
because in my late teens 
and early twenties he was 
the writer I thought the fun- 
niest in the world and the 
one I most wanted to he 
like. People sometimes say, 
“Oh. Pcrelman - didn't he 
write the script for the Mara 
Brothers?" Well, no, he 
didn't. He tried one film for 
them, and the general agree- 
ment was that his dialogue 
was unsayable. It read well on 
the page but got no laughs 
when anyone said it 

I didn't know this when 1 
first met his writing - 1 only 
knew his Penguin collection 
of New Yorker pieces. Crazy 
Like a Fox , and I knew tha’l 
on the page his stuff was the 
cleverest and wittiest stuff in 
the world. After which I spent 
a year or two trying to imitate 
Pcrelman and another 20 or 
30 Uying to gel out of the 
habit. 

Because if you go down the 
Pcrelman path you end up 
like the Pcrelman of .Swiss 
Family Pcrelman , a grumpy 


old American tourist going 
round the world, grumbling 
about bureaucracy and swin- 
dling natives and deriving 
humour only from long or 
recondite words. 

_ It s a disease that some- 
times overwhelms humorists 
late in life, this belief that 
obscure or exotic words are 
funny. On his trip round the 
world Pcrelman uses words 
like myriad* and ^suasion" 
and “fundament” and “bur- 
geon all the lime. “Several 
bottles of Polish vodka bur- 
geoned on the table”, he 
writes, or “He scratched his 
lundamem to geL his circula- 
tory system going". 

No he didn't. He scratched 
his bottom. It isn't funny to 
say ‘‘fundament" inslead. It 
*sn t tunny to say that bottles 
of vodka ’‘burgeoned'’ on the 
table inslead of “appeared” - 
tt s just long-winded. 

This, admittedly, was late- 
periud Perclman' when he 
was old and tired, and needed 
the money, so he was just 

the motions 
and flagellating his prose 
style with big words when 
you expect small ones, and 
slang ones when you expect 
ordinary ones. K 


But I have dug out some of 
his early stuff again as well, 
and I am horrified to find 
that all the signs are there 
already, that the early Perel- 
man was also stuffed with 
words such as “fraught”, and 
“pinguid” and “sudorific" 
and oleaginous” - words that 
pad out the prose like twisted 
up bits of paper at the bot- 
tom of a box of chocolates.... 

So is It always fatal to go 
back, then? Is Radio 4’s mes- 
sage to us never to look back? 
Well, no, because another 
new programme on Radio 4 
proves that sometimes you 
must look back. 

Gary’s Bar is a series of 
mullings and monologues on 
life in Ireland by Gerry 
Anderson which are as rich, 
funny and observant as any- 
thing by Garrison Keillor or 
Bill Biyson or other best- 
sellers. The man who was so 
cruelly betrayed by being per- 
suaded to do Anderson Coun- 
try has gone back to the won- 
derful form he showed 
previously on a Radio 4 series 
of m usings on Londonderry 
called Stroke City, and shows 
that when he is out there 
his own, he is - well, out 
on his own. 
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Kirkwood coming over all Bob 
Gektof and appealing for money 
-“Do it now." Someone got a 
prize for getting more punters 
into the party, which made the 
man behind me very grumpy. 
“They're bloody breeding up 
there' - that's what they’re “ 
doing." Everyone else seemed 
pleased that Paddy had shown 
his hand on Europe and taxa- 
tion. that some sort of truth was 
being told. 

Wandering around the stalls 
though, it was hard to feel 
excited. They care terribly about 
animals, voluntary euthanasia 
and promoting Eastbourne as 
the next conference venue. Out- 
side a lonely man with another 
lost cause, Esperanto, handed 
out leaflets. “Esperanto,” they 
begin helpfully, “is about things 
(Nouns). Esperanto is about 
actions (Verbs). Esperanto has 
words to describe things 
(Adjectives)". 

The Lib Dems arc about 
things and words too, but the 
action bit seems sadly missing. 

The third force of British poli- 
tics may be overwhelmingly 
decent but feels fundamentally 
useless. This was brought home 
to me in the “Take courage for 
the future” conference direc- 
tory. In the middle of it is a 
diary. It reads “Your pullout (if 
you like) Conference Diaiy.” 

You either pull the bloody thing 
out or you don'L It seems very 
peculiar to me that one has to \f 
be instructed to do as you 
please. But I guess that's what 
libera] Democracy is about, if 
you like. 
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the commentators • 


The trouble with 

frying to predict 
the economy 


A Euro-sceptic? 


J us*. when economists thiny 
tney understand some 
economic relationship, it 


goes and changes on them. It 
happened this week. TWo 
under-reported items show 
how economic relationships 
wbrch people thought were 
P**?y secure are no longer so 
- One story was the current 
account figures for the second 
quarter ofthisyear. They were 
m suiplus. Now. that ought not 

to have happened. Exports . — -j- 

have not been particnlariv wot Hn'mivh depressing the economic 

derfu], because ^the near HQW&Sto there. But the gradual tight 

recession in Continental Eurl McRae of fl KS **** here ** 

ope; imports have been Ml stopped the ecmioiny at all 

thanks to the growing^ Things sudi as confidence, J ot 

sumer demand at home. The Olir interest rates and a conqiet.tiv. 

it would stay there° But thanks CUTTGll 

that inwwici 

to stmnir Zr , . that higher tax rates mcreas* 

ariS t€F account K 

in surplus; 

quartetysm^formneyeais. ^^9 cent, the richest 10 per centoi 

<rrnwth SeC Mocf l0ry conce . nls 0*TV\W+Vl l a the country paid 1 1 per cent a 

fe r-r 3 ™ ^ 

S?" up; wages 

earty estimate of second-quar- would cut revenue, 

er ffowth confirmed tins. New %T& Steady 2 Number eight investment 

the figures have been revised; ^ ’ Popular economic wisdon 

fnflatf/wi holds that more investment wfl 
good m the second quarter. i I I l-uLLlOlI lead to more rapid economic 

Thanks again to strong sendees . growth. Again, there must be 

and to solid consumer demand, POTltmilPS fn some truth in this, but Britain 

the economy was in fact up 22 WHWXlUtSO tU has tended to invest a smallei 

per cent on a year ago n rm_ proportion of output than mosl 

So on two counts this week T3.I 1. X llG other countries, and yet since 

the experts -or most of them- abut 1980 it has grown at much 

were utterly wrong. There are <a/vwirv*YiicH-c« the same speed as other large, 

many other examples of earn- eiAIIlUXlU£>tO developed economies. In any 

omic relationships changing so case, in a world where capita] 

quickly that experience gives noxrp Cffit if - is inteDectual capital as much as 

little guide to future effects. Sr™ xu (or more than) buildings and 

Here are another eight: factories, maybe our measures 

Number three concerns W 1*0118* of investment are misleading, 

wage inflation. Everyone ^ Number nine follows from 

thought that if there were rapid orrofn this. We suppose that conven- 

growth in demand, and iinem- denial education measures a de- 
ployment fell too fast, wage quatety describe quality of edu- 

rates would start to climb. It cation. But maybe countries 

hasn't happened. In the last three months retail teach people the wrong things. The US and UK 
sales have shot up at the fastest rate since 1988 come out rather poorly on conventional mea- 
and unemployment has continued to fall just sures of education, yet have the largest andsec- 
about every month. But there has bean virtu- __ ond-Iaigest net exporters of .intellectual cap- 


II is Inie that there are some 
ambiguities in the figures, but 
the dear trend over the last two 
years has been a gradual rise in 
employment, with virtually ah 
the new jobs craning in small 
firms or from self-employment 

Next, fiscal policy: tighter 
fiscal policy depresses the 
economy. Of course, it must to 
some extent: the big squeeze in 
France and Germany to meet 
(he Maastricht criteria is clearly 
depressing the economies 
there. But the gradual tight- 
ening of fiscal policy here has 
not stopped the economy at alL 
Things such as confidence, low 
interest rates and a competitive 
currency seem much more pow- 
erful dnvere of growth. 

Seven concerns tax rates. 
The usual expectation would be 
(hat higher tax rates increase 
revenue. But that is not invar- 
iably so. Take income tax. In 
1979, when the top rate of (ax 
on earned income was 83 per 
cent, the richest 10 per cent of 
the country paid 1 1 per cent of 
income tax revenue. Now, with 
the top tax rate at 40 per cent, 
they pay 17 per cent. It may well 
be that a rise in top tax rates 
would cut revenue. 

Number eight investment 
Popular economic wisdom 
holds that more investment win 
lead to more rapid economic 
growth. Again, there must be 
some truth in this, but Britain 
bas tended to invest a smaller 
proportion of output than most 
other countries, and yet since 
abut 1980 it bas grown at much 
the same speed as other large, 
developed economies. In any 
case, in a world where capital 
is inteDectual capital as much as 
(or more than) buildings and 


D uring the past week, 
I have looked on as 
article after article 
has appeared in 
newspapers pro- 
claiming that if he were alive 
today, Winston CJuirchiB would 
be a Euro-sceptic. 

These articles are much 
more revealing of the state of 
British journalism than they 
are of the views of Winston 
ChurchilL How can these jour- 
nalists write with such certainty 
and arrogance about the views 
of a man who may have been 
dead before they were bora? 
How can they possibly claim to 
understand ChurdnD’s thinking 
when they have neither the 
time nor the inclination to study 
Ch urchiU's speeches? 

The answer is, of course, 
that they cannot, or rather, 
should not. They do these 
things, however, because their 
newspapers are Hanging to the 
Euro-sceptic tune, and the pur- 
pose of their work is to put 
across this particular point of 
view, rather than to enlighten 
the public. I am glad that The 
Independent is one of a few 
exceptions that remain com- 
mitted to a more traditional 
and ethical form of journalism. 

I knew Winston Churchill, ] 
worked with him, I stayed with 
him at his home at Chartwell 
and I have read his speeches 
many times. I can assure you 
that Winston Churchill was no 
Euro-sceptic. Can anyone seri- 
ously imagine any. Euro-sceptic 
today saying, as QnirchiD did in 
his renowned Zurich speech 50 
years ago, that our task “is to 
re-create the European Amity, 
or as much of it as we can, and 
provide it with a structure 
under which it can dwell in 
peace, in safety and in freedom. 
We most build a kind of United 
States of Europe”? He looked 
to Britain, with others, to cre- 
ate it and be with it, 

1 readily accept that at that 
time Churchill did not envisage 
Britain being a fuD member of 
this united Europe, bul in glee- 
fully seizing upon this point. 
Euro-sceptics have misunder- 
stood, or misrepresented the 
nature of Churchill’s attitude to 
full British participation in 
Europe. This reluctance was 
based on circumstance; it was 
not opposition based on prin- 
ciple. And the circumstances 
have changed in such a way that 
I am sure Churchill would now 
favour a policy that enabled 
Britain to be at the heart of the 
European Union. 

What is certain is that 
QiurchiD never entertained any 
of the objections that today’s 
Eurosceptics hold to British 
participation in a united 


factories, maybe our measures 
Hlg of investment are misleading. 

° Number nine foDows from 

jy. this. We suppose that conven- 

ItlTl tional education measures ade- 

quately describe quality of edu- 
cation. But maybe countries 
teach people the wrong things. The US and UK 
come out rather poorly on conventional mea- 
sures of education, yet have the largest and sec- 


ally no rise in wage settlements. Of course,' 
there may be a delayed reaction, but there is 
very little sign of it new. 

Four follows from this. Most people thought 
that unemployment could not fall below about 
15 per cent without a surge in inflation. That 
was the “natural" (dreadful word) rate. Well, 
it is down to 15 per cent Maybe - we don’t 
know - it could fall to the 5.1 per cent level of 
the US without a rise in inflation, maybe even 
below lhaL At any rate, the idea that unem- 
ployment needs to remain high for a gener- 
ation is demonstrably wrong. 

Number five is that to get new jobs you need 
large companies to take on more labour. They 
are. all doing precisely the reverse: there are so 
many stories about job cuts that many people 
simply won't believe that employment is rising. 


itaL Japan and Germany come out well, yet are 
the largest and second-largest importers. We 
measure conventional academic achievement; 
we do not measure creativity. 

Finally, a rather different rale which I think 
has clearly been broken: that people in Britain 
get rich by buying houses: The experience of 
the last eight years has surety put paid to that. 

The message is not that the old rales are use- 
less, but simply this: economies are living, 
evolving things of infinite fascination. Wh 
have over the last 50 years moved frran a manu- 
facturing economy to a service one, and maybe 
to something beyond that We will never fully 
understand what is happening around us, 
because by the time we do, economies wfll have 
moved on ag»m_ And that is why economics 
is an exciting subject, at least to economists. 


By Edward Heath 



I knew Winston Churchill, I worked with 
him. I have read his speeches many times. 
He wanted a United States of Europe 


Europe. In the House of Com- 
mons debate on the Schuman 
Plan in June 1950, ChuzchiD 
asserted: “The whole move- 
ment of the world is towards an 
interdependence of nations. 
We feel all around us the belief 
that it is our best hope, if inde- 
pendent, individual sovereignty 
is sacrosanct and inviolable, 
how is it that we are wedded to 
a world oigamsation?... How is 
it that we have undertaken this 
immense obligation for the 
defence of Western Europe..,? 
It can only be justified and 
even tolerated because on 
either side of the Atlantic it is 
felt that interdependence is 
part of our faith and the means 
of our salvation.” 

It would, indeed, have been 


odd for Churchill to have said 
otherwise, for this was the same 
man who in June 1940, as 
Ranee was succumbing to Ger- 
man invasion, wrote, published 
and proposed, with the full 
support of his ^&r Cabinet, the 
Declaration of Union between 
Great Britain and France, stat- 
ing: “The two governments 
declare that France and Great 
Britain shall no longer be two 
nations, but one Franco-Britisb 
Union. The constitution of the 
Union wfll provide for joint 
organs of defence, foreign, 
financial and economic po Dries. 
Every citizen of France will 
enjoy immediately citizenship 
of Great Britain; every British 
subject wfll become a citizen of 
France.” Unfortunately the 


French were being over- 
whelmed by the Germans and 
could not respond to his 
proposal 

Nor did Churchill agree with 
today's Euro-sceptics that 
British participation in a united 
Europe would represent a 
betrayal of our interests and 
commitments outside Europe. 
As a man who cared passion- 
ately about the Common- 
wealth, Churchill thought about 
this matter for a long time, 
before expresing. in a speech at 
the Albert HaD m May 1947, his 
firm conclusion that : “We may 
be sure that the cause of united 
Europe,, in which the mother 
country must be a prime mover, 
wfll in no way be contrary to the 
sentiments which join us aD 


together with our dominions in 
the august circle of the British 
crown.” 

ChuzchiD was reluctant to 
embrace full British member- 
ship of the European Commu- 
nity onty because he believed 
that Britain was the central pil- 
lar of a triumvirate for the 
maintenance of world order 
consisting of the Common- 
wealth as a unit, (he United 
Stales and a united Europe, 

This was a grand vision of 
Britain’s role in the world, but 
Churchill recognised that it was 
wholly dependent on the real- 
ities of power. It could onty 
work if the Commonwealth was 
a powerful political unit and if 
Britain could exercise signifi- 
cant influence over both 
Europe and the United Slates. 

These conditions may have 
been met in the early post-war 
years, but the shifting distribu- 
tion of power in the post-war 
world was always working 
against Churchill's vision of 
world order, and it was decid- 
edly untenable by the time 
Harold Macmillan applied to 
join the European Community 
in 1961. Decolonisation, while 
laudable, bad robbed the Com- 
monwealth of its political cohe- 
sion; and the United States 
and the European Community, 
blessed with rapid economic 
growth and confident and out- 
ward-looking political leader- 
ship, were both now far less sus- 
ceptible to British influence 

In these circumstances, 
Britain could only continue play- 
ing the role in the world that 
Churchill had envisaged by join- 
ing the European Community. 
Churchill himself recognised 
this fact in a letter to bis con- 
stituency chairman in August 
1961, in which he declared, “I 
think that the Government are 
right to appty to join the Euro- 
pean Economic Community.” 

Churchill would be the first 
to realise that in the world 
today, where an isolated Britain 
would be dwarfed by five great 
powers, the United States, Rus- 
sia, China, Japan and the Euro- 
pean Union, Britain’s full par- 
ticipation in the European 
Union is vital, both for Britain 
and for the rest of the world. 

British foreign policy has 
always been dedicated to the 
pursuit of peace, freedom and 
equality, ideals that Winston 
Churchill so eloquently and 
nobly advanced. The European 
Union represents the triumph 
of these ideals in Europe and 
offers the British government 
the opportunity to continue 
Churchill’s work in advancing 
them throughout the world. Vfc 
must grasp this opportunity 
with both bands. 


OUR SERIES ON THE PEOPLE JOCKEYING FOR INFLUENCE IN THE LATE NINETIES 



Speed is in the 
eye of the cop 


T he Labour Party is superbly prepared 
for the job, of fighting the election, 
bul what might happen if it wins 
remains a bit of a blank. After hearty 18 
yeais in opposition. Labour’s front-bendi 
experience of power is negligible. So if the 
party wins, the first months are bound to 
be a white- knuckle ode. The new govern- 
ment it going to find itself in desperate 
need of strong, steady, men of the world 
-to see them through- 

The ghost of Arnold (Lord) Goodman 
hovers above this series- Goodman, though 
newer a card^aaying Labour Party man- . 
her, was .the arch Establishment figure 
belmdthe Labour governments of the Six- ■ 
tte^aad SgveptieSr Occsujse he was po wer- 

arts' the 'press, business — that he. could ; 
mate.aff sorts of different things happen; 
and he was happy to be made use of by? 
Harold Wilson, whether to bang beads 
toge$erat the Arts Council or mediate 
with iah Smith an Rhodesia. “He is a- kind 
of ufljversal joint,*’ Anthony Sampson 
wrotem 11772, “always able to join one bit 
nf mtWAfa manotfaer. .. [he] has become, 
indispensable as an advserand sealer of 

tntwysr ” HH h«Dnng frame, bushy, eye- 
.vwntaflmfing growl of a race 
do tipp S the dmmglabies of power year 

NM&jfe qbiriemporaiy figu» rah fill 
Goqdxjraa’s shoes, but if PM 

dprrt^p 'v^finn Ty wthtshrtastpocfeBtaflst 

of the best eqtsrataits, peqfle fe. can 
scream for when the wheels come oft 
Roy (Lord) .fate is too old (neaityTfi) 
and ijjmfieil to gallivant a la Goodman. 
But as Chancellor of Oxford Umveisiiy, 
president of the Royal Society of Lztera- 
One ^ co-presjdcnl of the Royal Insti- 
■ into of fcaernational Affairs* not to men- 



TBE NEW ESTABLISHMENT 
Day ten 

}fThefixers 

■■ ■ ■ .. 

lithe going gets 
Prime 

M^^esrHaii; heTl 
neeSdl-ccmnected, 


mid \femon Bogdanor, 


the Labour supporter who forged the 
party’s deal with BT that was announced 
at last year’s conference and which so 
alarmed the Tories. Stevenson knows 
everybody, helped set up the Demos 
think-tank and is chairman of the Tate 
Gallery's trustees. 

AD these me s (no women, as ever) are 
approaching or over 50. Two younger fig- 
ures whose brains and networking skills 
demand to be tapped are the lawyer 
Anthony Julius (pictured, left) and the 
Christian Socialist Chris Biynnz. 

Julius has already distinguished himself 
both in law, as Princess Diana’s repre- 
sentative in the divorce courts, and liter- 
ature, with an acclaimed study of TS 
Eliot’s anti-Semitism. A party member 
ance his teens, he is standing for election 
to the executive of the Fabian Society. As 
a partner in the firm of Misbcon de Reya, 
and thus a protege of that Goodma n esque 
Establishment figure, the Labour peer 
Lard Misbcon, and expected to take his 
place when he eventually reti r es (Misbcon 
Is 81), he could be in line for spectacular 
advancement. 

Bryant wffl be Biair’s spiritual adviser. 
Aug! iran priest. Hackney councillor. lead- 
ing figure in and historian of the Christian 
Socialist Movement, which has the alle- 
giance o£20 Labour frontbenchers, includ- 
ing Blah ami Brown, Ire could have a rck 

as die conscience erf the government, walk- 
ing refutation of the charge that new 
Labour is morally rudderless. 

These are atxmt as many names as wiE 
glcna file card. But Blair will need another 
fet, this one of people who may think they 
have a daim to Establishment status, but 
who should be rigorously shut out: 

David Owen: bas yet to back a winning 
horse. 

Ken and Barbara FhBrtt still the unac- 
ceptable face of Lnwiedom. Can Ken do 


M ontana is a state that 
feels like a country. It 
takes 10 hours to drive 
across it east to west, and six 
heading from the south towards 
Canada. Its licence plates say 
Big Sky Country, but they 
wouldn’l be tying if they said 
Biggest Ever Sky Country. 

This is the kind of place that 
is made for the road movie and 
even more so since it became the 
onty state in America without a 
stated speed limiL Surrounded 
by panoramic horizons and 
faced with a long, straight and 
empty road, it’s tempting to 
believe Thelma and Louise are 
alive, weD and driving your car. 

They do drive fast And why 
not? For 21 years, aD Americans 
had to put up with a federal 
speed limit of 55 and then 
romph. Last December, Wash- 
ington finally scrapped this 
“eanservatiomule" and left it up 
to each state toset its own limit. 

Most set 70mph for inter- 
state highways and 60mph foe 
state two-lanes. But Montana is 
not the home of the Freeman 
militia for nothing. 

So welcome to Basic Rule 
country. This says you have to 
ifrive in a “reasonable and care- 
fiil manner”, taking account of 
traffic, weather, road condi- 
tions and the state of your car. 
In other words, rety on common 
sense, not your speedometer, to 
stay out of trouble. This is self- 
regulation for Everyman. 


lieutenant Janet Baker, of 
Billings Highway Patrol, is not 
sure. “The concept is good but 
reality is a little confusing for 
some. It becomes a matter of my 
opankra versus theirs. Often peo- 
ple don't think they are doing 
anything wrong at 95mph/' 

But au opinions are not equal 
on the verge and since Montana 
scrapped its declared speed 
limit the number of tickets 
issued has doubled . So self-reg- 
ulation bas been a big success 
in one area: it has raised lots of 
extra cash. Spot fines range 
from $70 to $500 (£45-£325). 

Il has ako led to an increase 
in what Major Steve Barry of 
Helena highway patrol calls 
“official-violator relationships". 
These turn out to be those 
unpleasant, roadside affairs we 
have all vowed to avoid. 

Major Barry gets lot oflellers 
requesting that Montana quit all 
this commonsense stuff and 
adopt a normal speed limit. If 
you gp by the current actual 
average speed, that would be 
74m ph (up from 72mpb under 
the dd, 65mph speed limit). 

But there is sense and non- 
sense. Take the motorist who 
was stopped last week in Big 
Horn County for driving at 
, 130mph. “That’s just insane,” 
says Lt Baker. But it’s not, 
reaDv - if Thelma and Louise 


are chasing you. 


Ann Treneman 


MR JUSTICE SEDLEY 

An article 6y Patricia 'Hfrnn Danes beaded “New Labour Is 
awash with lawyers, aD waiting for their rewards”, published 
on 24 September; included a passage winch suggested that Sir 
Stephen Sedky, a judge of the High Court, fa pofiticalty par- 
tisan. We accept that this is entirety untrue and express our 
regret at having pabfished it lb mark our regret we haw agreed 
to make an appropriate payment to a no minated chanty, 








£l.lbn for 


in France 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 


BTs long hunt for a fooihold 
in the huge French telephones 


market ended yesieraay wiui o 
£l.lbn agreement with Com- 
pagnie Generate des Eaux, the 
giant utilities group. 

The cash payment buys BT a 
25 per cent stake in Cegetel. a 
newly formed company which 
aims to become the main com- 
petitor to France Telecom, the 
state-owned operator, when 
the French market is opened up 
to competition in 1998. It also 
plugs a crucial gap in BTs net- 
work of European alliances se- 
cured over the past three years, 
which include Germany, Spain, 
Italy and most recently the 
Netherlands. 


remaining 10 per cent taken by 
Mannesmann, the German in- 
dustrial group. 

Sir Peter Bonfield, BTs chief 
executive, would not reveal 




ners had injected, but he dis- 
closed that BTs JEl.lbn 
injection was the largest single 
cash payment. BTs stake also 
includes the assets of BT 
France, which employs 100 peo- 
ple in Paris. 

Sir Peter brushed off sug- 
gestions that BT had paid too 
high a price for the stake in 
Cegetel in its rush to find a part- 
ner in France. “We’re not de- 
perate to get into the French 
market ... it’s not short term 
desperation, it's long term plan- 
ning", he said. 

The second phase for Cegetel 


Don Cruicksbank, the tele- 
phones regulator, yesterday 
told BT to cat the prices of its 
high-speed digital ISDN 
services alter complaints from 
rivals that they were anti- 
competitive. The new price 
packages, which were only in- 
troduced on Monday cut some 
ISDN connection charges but 
increased the price of annual 
line rental. Customers were 
also offered “bun dies" of free 
rails winch competitors such as 
Mercury argued locked them 
into BTs service. Mr Crnick- 
shank said the new price regime 
was “extremely disappointing” 
because in some cases the total 
cost had gone up. 


would be to apply for a licence 
to operate a fixed phone line 


In addition, BT has gained a 
valuable head start in France 
over AT&T of the US, which 
had been courting Compagnie 
Generate des Eaux fCGE) af- 
ter being refused permission to 
take part in the alliance between 
France Telecom and Deutsche 
Telekom. The US group de- 
clined to say why the talks with 
CGE had failed, apart from a 
statement explaining that the 
two sides had not “been able to 
reach a shared vision". 

Cegetel, which has been val- 
ued at £4bn, will start life as a 
mobile phone operator through 
ownership of SO per cent of 
SFR, France's second largest 
cellular phone company in 
which CGE already bad a large 
slake. SFR, which is due to be- 
come profitable in 1998, has 
700,000 customers in the under- 
developed French mobile 
phone market 

In a complex arrangement 
CGE will gain a 50 per cent 
stake in Cegetel, with 15 per 
cent going to South Western 
Bell, the US operator, and the 


to operate a fixed phone line 
network, offering services first 
to business customers and then 
at a later stage to higher spend- 
ing households. Sir Peter said 
the ambitious long-term target 
was to take between 15 and 25 
per cent of the total French 
phone market, currently the 
second biggest in Europe and 
worth £15bn last year. 

The drive to bund a fixed net- 
work could include building 
Cegetel’s own fibre optic cable 
infrastructure and the leasing of 
capacity from existing networks. 
CGE already owns a cable tele- 
vision network though this 
would not be included in Cege- 
tel’s assets. Cegetel would also 
take services under contract 
from Concert, BTs global busi- 
ness communications venture 
with its US partner. MGL 

Tbe deal brings BT into un- 
likely partnership with Voda- 
fone, its arch-rival in the UK 
mobile market, which owns 
16-5 per cent of SFR and has an 
option to purchase another 3 


Tbny Greenm; the Guinness chairman 
(pictured above), has promised an end 
to pre-Christmas promotional dis- 
counts on its Johnnie Walker whisky 
to Gordon’s gin spirits portfolio in a 
effort to end the price deflation that has 
dogged the drinks industry t h ro u ghou t 
the 1990s, writes Tom Stevenson, 

Tbe company also said it plans a 20 
percent increase in marketing spend 
on its UK spirits this year to bnfld the 
strength of its portfolio of brands 
wfaicb Mr Greener admitted had been 
underinvested in recent years. 

In a candid recognition of the man- 


Guinness to end Ghristmjas price cuts 


«gwmi>nt faiHngc Iwl tn f^niru 

ness's shares underperforming the 
market by more than a third over the 
past five years, Mr Greener added: “Wfe 
also leani the lessons of tbe past -there 
is no question that some of the acqui- 
sitions of the early 1990s have eroded 
shareholder value -and some of oar 
earlier decisions on marketing in- 
vestment did not enhance brand value 
- for example switching Investment 


from brand bonding Into short-term 
promotions daring tbe recession.** 
Speaking alter Guinness reported 
interim profits 5 per cent higher at 
£357m, Mr Greener confirmed that tbe 
Compaq had considered both an ac- 
quisition of rival spirits giant Grand 
Metropolitan and a demerger of the 
. United Distillers spirits arm from tbe 
Guinness Brewing beer division. The 
company had concluded that neither 


route would have contributed to share- 
holder value and Mr Greener said the 
emphasis would continue to be on or- 
ganic growth, bolstered by heavy mar- 
keting spending. Surplus foods would 
be returned to shareholders, as they 
were earber in the year when Guinness 
bought in shares worth £463 in. 

The market was left unmoved by tbe 
5 per cent rise in profits and an 8 per 
cent increase in the interim dividend 


to 4w55p. The shares dosed 6p lower 
at 44&5p as analysts focused oh a 4- 
per cent decline in Scotch volumes: 
fhonifg to lower shipments to the US 
and a foss of market share following 
the decision to bold firm on tbe sell- 
ing price for Bell's whisky. 

Guinness Brewing fared better with 
a 3 per cent increase in volumes 
boosted by price rises to increase sales 
by 7 per rwii. Excluding Crnzcampo, 
Guinness’s straggling Spanish brew- 
er, profits rose by 9 per cent. 

Investment column, page £1 
Photograph: Andrew Bmirman 
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Invesco set to merge 
with US fund manager 


Alan Smith makes way 
at Jardine Fleming 


JILL TREANOR 4.5p. Analysts reckon that the 

Banking Correspondent takeover values of fund man- 

agement firms lies between 2 
Invesco is poised to merge with and 3 per cent of funds under 


per cenL Earlier this year Voda- 
fone paid £300m to buy a 6.5 per 


tone paid £300m to buy a 6 5 per 
cent of SFR, which effectively 
valued the French company at 
£4.6bn. This would put a value 
of £3.7bn on Cegetel’s SO per 
cent stake. 

Analysts said the £l.lbn cash 
price was fair, given the cre- 
dentials of CGE as France's 
leading multi-utility empire. 
“There's nothing outlandish 
about (his deal at all. BT has 
paid the going rate to get a cred- 
ible partner in France,'’ said one 
leading analyst. 

CGE has extensive interests 
in the UK, including waste 
management, privatised rail 
franchises and four local water 
companies. 

Comment, page 19 


AIM Management Group of 
fire US in a deal which would 
create a fund management 
group with almost $150bn 
(£96bn) of. funds under man- 
agement, and yield a $50m 
windfall for the American com- 
pany’s founding and septuage- 
narian chairman. 

Investors were unsettled by 
yesterday's announcement by 
Invesco, which was forced into 
making a statement due to 
strong rumours of an imminent 
deal in the US. 

Some analysts said that In- 
vesco, which has steadily re- 
stored credibility after falling 
from grace over its involve- 
ment in the Maxwell affair, 
might need to make a huge 
rights issue to fund the deal, 
which could cost between Slbn 
and $1.5bn (£641m to £962m). 

The deal would at least dou- 
ble Invesco's market capitali- 
sation of £648bn on lust night's 
closing price of 239p, down 


management 

Some analysts questioned 
the timing of a merger with 
AIM, particularly in the light of 
widespread predictions of a se- 
vere correction soon in share 
prices both sides of the Atlantic 

Invesco already has 60 per 
cent of its funds invested in the 
US, which has seen share prices 
rocket more than 50 per cent in 
the last 18 months. “The deal 
would leave Invesco even more 
relatively exposed to the US 
stock market and we’re fairly 
nervous about things there,” 
said one analyst 

However, analysts said there 
was no doubting ATM’s strong 
reputation in the US - illus- 
trated by the fact that when one 
of its key funds was re-opened 
to investors Last year more than 
Slbn of money flooded the 
fund in just two days. 

Invesco, which manages 
£57bn of funds, declined to go 
into specific details about the 


talks with AIM, which it is one 
of America's fastest growing 
fund groups and manages $54bsa: 
of .funds. "No definitive an- , 
nouncement has been leached 


JILL TREANOR 

Banking Correspondent 


of JaidineJFteinmg,‘th4: Asian 


and a further announcement will- bank Whose fund management 
be made in due course," a ■ arm was hit by scandal last 


spokesman for Invesco said. 

If the merger is agreed it 
could net $50m for Charles 
Bauer, AIM’s 77-year-old chair- 
man, who owns around 5 per 
cent of the fund management 
firm he set up 20 years ago. The 
remainder of AIM's unlisted 
stock is tightly held, and a key 
27 per cent stake is owned by 
TA Associates, a US venture 
capital firm. 

Several analysts suggested 
that Invesco could avoid a cash 
call by making a straight issue 
of shares to AIM's investors. 
They believed that Invesco 
would want to end up with 65 
per cent of the equity of the en- 
larged group. 

However, some said that In- 
vesco would be lucky to get away 
with an all-paper offer because 
TA Associates would probably 
want straight cash for its holding. 


AEA shares roar up to 323p 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


The Government’s sale of the 
nuclear industry ran into fresh 
controversy yesterday after 
shares in AEA Technology, the 
last stale asset to be sold before 
the election, raced to a 15 per 
cent premium on the first day 
of dealing. 

The shares ended the day at 
323.5p, compared with their 
offer price of 2S0p, valuing the 
company at £Z57m - some 
£3 3m more than the Govern- 
ment raised from the flotation. 
A total of 20 million shares 
changed hands and at one stage 
they were trading at 532p. 

Thu spectacular rise in the 
share price brought back mem- 
ories of the Government's first 
stab at privatisation in 1982 


when Amcrsham International, 
another spin-off from the 
Atomic Energy Authority, 
roared to a 37 per cent premi- 
um after being underpriced. 

Peter Watson, AEA Tech- 
nology’s chief executive, re- 
jected suggestions the company 
had been sold loo cheaply. 
“When the process started 
there was a lot of uncertainty 
over how to value us," he said. 

The Government originally 
set the price range at 230-270p 
but increased this is 240-280p 
when H became obvious that de- 
mand would be heavy. 

The offer to intermediaries - 
brokers through whom private 
investors had to apply for their 
shares - was six times oversub- 
scribed. The average alloca- 
tion was set at a fifth of the 


number of shares applied for 
while large applications were 
capped at £7 .5m. 

AEA Technology, the engi- 
neering and consultancy arm of 
the Atomic Energy Authority, 
employs just over 3,000. 

Tbe company made profits of 
£16m last year on sales of 
£266m and is forecast to in- 
crease profits this year to about 
£22m. That put the shares, at 
the offer price, on an earnings 
multiple of 14.5. 

Mr Wilson ran into contro- ! 
versy over an earlier privatisa- 
tion of the train leasing 
company Porterbrook, in which : 
he stands to make a £4m prof- 
it, following its proposed sole to 
the bus group. Stagecoach, just 
nine months after it was sold by 
the Government. 


Fiat takes New Holland 
to US for $4bn flotation 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


New Holland. Lhc British-based 
tractor manufacturer owned by 
Fiat of Italy, is to be floated on 
the US market this autumn in 
a deal likely to value the busi- 
ness at about $4bn. 

Fiat, which formed the com- 
pany in 1991 after taking over 
Ford's tractor business based at 
Basildon. Essex, plans to sell off 
30-40 per cent of the company 
and list the shares on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

New Holland employs 19,000 
people, of whom 2,400 arc in 
Britain. In addition to a manu- 
facturing site at Basildon, it has 
its headquarters in Brentford, 
west London. 


There are a further 17 manu- 
facturing plants in Europe, the 
US and Asia, while New Hol- 
land has a 5, 600-strong world- 
wide dealer network. It is the 
biggest tractor maker in Europe 
and (he third biggest in the US 
after John Deere and Case. 

The share offer, being led by 
the US investment bank Gold- 
man Sachs and Italy’s Medio- 
banca, is expected to take place 

in November. The US Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commis- 
sion is expected to be notified 
in lhc next few days. 

New Holland made profits of 
S258m on sales of $5bn in 1995 
and yesterday announced rev- 
enues of $2.88bn for the first six 
months of this year. 


month. He had been with the 
bank, which yesterday an- 
nounced a radical shake-up of 
its top management, for 24 
years. 

Jardine Fleming insisted Mr 
Smith, 53. had decided to retire 
despite speculation that he was 
paying the price for an embar- 
rassing £700,000 fine from 
Imro, the investment regulator, 
last month. 

Imro also revoked Lhc licence 
of Jardine Fleming Asset Man- 
agement after discovering Col- 
in Armstrong, a Hong-Kong 
based fund manager, bad been 
benefiting personally from deals 
he executed for clients. 

Tbe scandal, which cost Jar- 
dine Fleming $19Jm in com- 
pensation to clients, had already 
caused casualties in bighreach- 
es of the organisation. Robert 
Thomas, the managing director 
of Jardine Fleming Asset 
Managment, lost his vital reg- 
istration with Imro and yester- 
day he resigned as a director. 

John Manser, chief executive 
of Robert Fleming, the mer- 
chant bank which is a joint 
partner in Jardine Fleming, 
acknowledged the fund man- 
agement firm's reputation had 
been damaged. 

“Clients have shown some 
anxieties, Wc had an exteasive 
programme of calling on clients 
and stating precisely the cir- 
cumstances," Mr Manser said. 
Jardine Matheson is the other 
partner in Jardine Fleming. 

The move to revamp the 
management structure and 
, create a new supervisory board 
headed by Alasdair Morrison, 
managing director of Jardine 
Matheson, is seen as a re- 
sponse to the incident. "It's 
about building confidence from 
your clients," saia one banking 
source, 

Bui Mr Manser said the 



Alan Smith: Speculation that departure linked with Imro fine 


move was also a recognition of 
the changing requirements of 
international regulators. “In- 
creasingly regulators world- 
wide are looking through 
parent companies to their as- 
sociates and their subsidiaries," 
Mr Manser said. 

“If you’re being held 
responsible for the action of 
another company you're going 
to have to be pretty certain they 
are being run in’ accordance 
with your wishes," he added. 

This trend was prompted by 
the collapse of Barings last 
year when Nick Leeson, a 
trader based in Singapore, was 
responsible for bringing down 
the bank while most of his 
managers were based in 
London. 


board, while Mr Morrison will 
be joined by Chrislopther Cow- 
an, Greg Terry and Rodey 
Leach. 


Mr Manser will sit on Jardine 
Fleming's supervisory board, 
which will meet quarterly. Peter 
Jamieson. William Garrett and 
Paul Bateman will also repre- 
sent Robert Fleming on the 


_ Henry Strutt, managing 
director of Jardine Fleming, will 
also sit on the supervisory 
board, along with Tim Fresh- 
water, who recently joined from 
Slaughter & May. the London 
law firm. 

Jardine Fleming is also 
setting up a new role of head 
Of investment banking for 
China, which offers opportun- 
lies for “substantive growth” 
Mr Manser said. 

i ^ fttrick SuQ from 
iBC warburg to lake on the 
job. Mr Manser said Jardine 
Fleming contributed around 
30 lo 45 per cent of Robert 
Fleming s earnings. Robert 
Fleming s half year ends at the 
end of the month, and Mr 
Manser confirmed that the 
sips were pointing to profits 
above last year’s. 
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David Baker, executive di- 
rator of Northern Rock, said; 

Our customers can look for- 
ward to the development of a 
range of modern, competitive 
products." 

.Alan Thompson, managing 
director of Guardian Insur-i 
ance, said Guardian would con J 
toue to underwrite insurance al 
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business 


"Most observers, and 


indeed BT itself, had 
not expected the 
-iTifesing French piece 
of the jigsaw to 
!be filled in until 
"some time next year. 
[But the whole 
process of alliance 
building has been 
tackled with speed' 


BT pays a high price to freeze out its US rival 


m a i°“ l venture with the 
whocp SJ^^ropagnfe Generate des Earn 

phoTe^ t r tsa!o ^ n ^ mobiie 

iSuwf AT&T of Amer- 

^a, from the French market and ensured that 
“ “ in prune position to become the main 
__ pchtor to France Ifelecom when Euro- 
pean telecom markets are liberalised in 1998 . 

m theory, deregulation should mean a free - 
ror-ah in telecoms. In reality, the markets, 

E” 1, “y in southern Europe, are 
to be carved up between duopolies. 

- u ^ success, then, is to sign up the 
nght partner In France, CGE, with its exist- 
ing mobfle phone operation and its clout as 
a giant integrated utilities group, was the 
P a £ner everyone was courting. 

BTs success in tieing up a deal will not only 
frustrate AT&T It wfll also come as a blow 
to the alliance of Dutch. Swiss, Spanish and 
telecom operators riding along on 
AT&T s coat tails 

The agreement with CGE was reached in 
remarkably short time. Most observers, and 
indeed BT itself, had not expected the miss- 
ing French piece of the jigsaw to be filled in 
until some time next year. But the whole 


process of alliance building has been tackled 
with speed. In the three years since BT 
formed its Slbn alliance with MCI, the sec- 
ond largest carrier in the US. h has developed 
further alliances in Spain, Germany, Italy, 
Sweden, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Japan and India. 

In most cases it has selected its partnerships 
wel In Italy, it has paired up with Mediaset, 
the communications group run by former 
prime mmisterSflvioBeriiuaMu. In Germany 
its partners are Viag and KWE, two indus- 
trial groupings with a presence in the telecom 
market In the Netherlands, it is allied with 
the national rail operator. The alliance with 
CGE may be the most expensive yet but the 
value to BT will surely lie in haring seen off 
the bigger threat across the Atlantic. 

Tourism grows as 
industry shrinks 

O na day when Britain’s vKible trade deficit 
slipped a further £1.2bn into the red, it 
might seem gratuitous to remind the coun- 
try’s manufacturing sector that tourism is one 
of our best export earners. 

Last year 24 milli on overseas visitors came 
to Britain and spent nearly £l2bn. This was 
an increase of 20 per cent on the previous 
year. Inbound tourism is growing at three 
times the average world rate. 

True, we are still running an overall deficit 
in tourism but it is less than a third the size 


of the trade gap in goods. Moreover, Britain 
is well on the way to capturing 6 per cent of 
the world tourism market by the turn of Lhe 
decade compared with 4.4 per cent in 1994. 
Our share of world trade m manufactured 
goods, by contrast, continues to shrink. 

What is it about Britain that is attracting 
all these folk? Britpop and the sudden mass 
appeal of Jane Austen? Surely not Oasis and 
Mr Darcy do not explain why the number of 
visitors from T&iwan rose almost threefold last 
year. 

The cheap currency visitors from abroad 
discover when they land at Heathrow or 
emerge from the Channel Tunnel is undoubt- 
edly a powerful magnet Between 1994 and 
1995 sterling depreciated by 5 per cent 
against a basket of currencies and consider- 
ably more so against the franc and the mark. 
That helps explain why nearly two-thirds of 
all overseas visitors came from Europe. 

But advantageous exchange rates ought to 
provide the same stimulus to exporters of 
manufactured goods. 

It is fashionable to denigrate tourism and 
the Mclobs it creates. But not all the 1.7 mil- 
lion people who make a living out of it in 
Britain are dispensing ice creams at Alton 
Ibwers. Tourism is aim a remarkably cheap 
way of creating jobs at relatively Uttie expense 
to the public purse. The British Tourist 
Authority reckons that for each of the 30,000 
jobs it created last year, the cost to the tax- 
payer was £1,000. Its numbers are probably 
a bit self-serving but the cost per job is 


undoubtedly a fraction of the sums lavished 
by governments of all hoes on dubious man- 
ufacturing projects. 

It might be a little depressing to picture a 
Britain preserved in aspic and turned into a 
giant theme parkas its manufacturing prowess 
disappears. But the Chancellor should bear 
in mind tourism’s contribution to the econ- 
omy when other less deserving causes come 
knocking on Ms door for handouts. 

NAPF rushes to the 

defence of the City 


that turned much of yesterday's cor- 
porate governance policy document from the 
National Association of Pension Funds into 
a diatribe against critics of City institutions. 

for those mieileetiia] masochists fascinated 
by the largely circular arguments about short- 
lermism and its effects on British industry, 
there is plenty of meat here, with a robust 
defence against the charge that the institu- 
tions are always churning shares and demand- 
ing excessive dividends that undermine cap- 
ital investment. The NAPF even offers open 
encouragement to members to accept lower 
underwriting fees for rights issues, perhaps 
with a sliding scale depending on the discount 
and the quality of the company. Fund man- 
agers are beginning to realise that the gravy 
train of fixed 1.25 per cent underwriting com- 
missions is running into the buffers. 


But although some of the short terausm 
arguments are tedious in the extreme, attack- 
ing the symptoms of low capital investment 

rather than the causes, the deimte is stiU a live 
cme inside the labour Phrtyaiwtm been a dri- 
ving force behind the development of inter- 
ventionist policies on corpOTate governance. 

Some of the most senior Labour front 
bench spokesmen are privately scornful of 
the outpourings of WiD Hutton, editor of the 
Obsenvrand author of The State We're In, who 
believes many of Briti s h industry s problems 
ran be blamed on die finan c i al system and 
on institutional investors m particular. 

But frontbenchers are f orced to admit that 
these notions have struck atremeodous chord 

in the Labour Party and cannot be ignored in 
policy making. The NAPFs decision to hold 
its own fringe meeting at the Labour confer- 
ence shows it also appreciates this. 

A pity, then, that the NAPF cannot give 
more detailed guidance on some of the 
micro issues that are still bothering many 
shareholders and boards of directo rs. For 
example, what exactly is an acceptable long 
term incentive plan for directors, as recom- 
mended by the Greenbury report? Despite 
all that has been written, there are no dear 
benchmarks. Some directors are determined 
to abuse the system but the rest are rather 
confused. The NAFF, while insisting on the 
general point that performance targets should 
be realistic, thinks the detail is a matter for 
individual members and the companies they 
invest in. That is just passing the buck. 


IMF guarantees 
to cut debt burden 
of poor nations 


DIANE COYLE 

Washington 

Plans to reduce the burden of 
debt repayments on some of the 
world’s poorest nations would go 
ahead as soon as possible, the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund said 
yesterday. Michel Camdessus, 
the IMF’s managing director, 
said: “This is a done deal There 
is a strong desire to go ahead 
with one of the most promising 
initiatives the IMF, together 
with the World Bank, has ever 

‘^Despite Mr Camdessus’s 
confidence, there was still un- 
certainty yesterday about how 
the Initiative wilFbe financed. 
According to the IMF/ a four- 
year gapin the funds available 
for its contribution, a hole of 
about $1.8bn from 2000 to 
2004, will be met partly by ad- 
ditional contributions from in- 
dividual member countries. 

If that proved insufficient, the 
IMF would consider seDing 5 mil- 
lion ounces of its gold reserves 
and using the interest revenues 
on investment of the profits. 

However, Robert Rubin, the 
US Treasury secretary, said the 
Administration would only dis- 
cuss an additional American 
contribution if the gold sale 
went ahead. “At the time a de- 


cision is made to sell gold, we 
would be prepared to discuss 
with Congress the possibility of 
making a bilateral contribu- 
tion,” he said. 

Germany and Switzerland 
have been steadfastly opposed 
to the sale of any of the IMF’s 
gold reserves. Mr Rubin said the 
US supported proposals for 
the Pans Club - the individual 
governments owed money by 
developing countries - to in- 
crease its contribution to debt 
relief by writing off up to 80 per 
cent of debt owed, up from the 
current 67 percent concession. 

Subject to negotiations, the 
IMF and World Bank are like- 
ly to contribute about S2bn 
each to the initiative, with the 
balance coming from the Paris 
Club members. Never the less, 
all parties to the- initiative 
agreed that financing details 
would be ironed out during 
next week’s annual meeting of 
the IMF and World Bank. 

The amount involved in the 
initiative is relatively small It 
will relieve the debt burden by 
between $5.6bn and $7.7bn 
(£359ba to £4-.94bn) for around 
20 countries with a record of 
sound economic policies whose 
interest payments will always ex- 
ceed their likely export earnings 
without some assistance. 


The aid charities welcomed 
yesterday's announcements, but 
said the amount of relief was not 
enough. Oxfam spokesman 
Justin Forsyth sai± ‘This could 
be the only break that some of 
the poorest countries geL" 

Oxfam unveiled figures show- 
ing that the proposals would 
save Uganda, one of the likeli- 
est beneficiaries, about $80m a 
year for three years. Although 
a small amount of money, it 
would pay for improved health- 
care, sanitation and teaching 
materials for millions of people. 

However, Mozambique, an- 
other candidate for the extra as- 
sistance, has estimated that it will 
trim its annual interest payments 
from S191m in 1997 to about 
$I72m in 2001, a saving of only 
$19m a year which would leave 
interest payments at more than 
twice their 1990-1995 average. 

Mr Camdessus also con- 
firmed yesterday that the IMF 
would seek an increase in its fi- 
nancial resources through an in- 
crease in member countries’ 
quotas, which would preferably 
be doubled to nearly $390bn. 

In parallel, the IMF is to dis- 
cuss allocating Special Drawing 
Rights - holdings of its own cur- 
rency -to countries which have 
become members since the last 
allocation in 1981. 



Confident front: Michej Camdessus says the initiative isa done deal, although the finer details will be not be finalised until next week 

Concern over corruption in Third World 


James WaKensohn. president of 
the World Bank, is to stress the 
importance of tackling corrup- 
tion in Third- Wodd countries in 
his speech at its annual meeting 
next week, writes Diane Coyle. 

The need to create the right 
environment for investment by 
the private sector, of which 
eliminating bribery and pa- 
tronage is one element, is a key 
theme in the bank’s annual re- 


port, published yesterday. Gau- 
tam Ksyi, managing director for 
operations, said the bank was 
being reshaped to work with a 
growing array of groups rather 
than just governments. 

“It is a broader, more par- 
ticipatory approach,” he said. 
“Development must be pri- 
vate-sector led.” 

The report points out that pri- 
vate sector capital flows to de- 


veloping countries set a record 
of about $170bn (£109bn) in 
1995, up from $44bn in 1990. So 
important does the bank believe 
private capital to be that it set 
up a group of senior managers 
last year to co-ordinate a new 
private sector development 
strategy. 

One early sign of its activities 
is that the annual report talks 
of “products” and “clients” for 


the first time. The bank is also 
malting great play of the fact 
that it is hosting, for the second 
year running, a series of semi- 
nars for businesses interested in 
investing in developing coun- 
tries in parallel with the official 
annual meeting. Speakers this 
year include Sir David Simon, 
chairman of BP, and Percy 
Bamevik, chief executive of 
engineering giant ABB. 


The World Bank's own lend- 
ing was a record S19bn in the 
latest financial year. There had 
been a particularly big increase 
in lending for health and edu- 
cation, areas in which there was 
no private sector investment. 
The experience of South-east 
Asia had shown, however, that 
high levels of investment in 
people were essential for 
growth. 


In Brief 


• OmuiMedia saw its shares crash 15 Jp to l&5p yesterday af- 
ter warning that the loss for this year would be “in line with that 
reported in 1995,” when the deficit was £3.02ra. The main prob- 
lem came after the MnltiMedia music division’s CD-ROM “pop 
videos” featuring the singer Sade flopped outride Japan. Elsewhere, 
life sales of the “authoring tools division”, which sells kits allow- 
ing people to make their own video CD-ROMs, have not met ex- 
•fectatjons and there have been problems with distribution of 
~ 'riukfren’s CD-ROMs, including the best-selling “Greatest Toyshop 
on Earth”. The group reported losses increased from £279,0)0 to 
£67L000m the naif year to June, but a spokesman said that with 
net cash of £L29m, the company “was not going bust” 


Labour criticised over 
corporate governance 


n- 


federatknuo launch a comprehenrive crack-down on “VAT cheats” 
in the building industry. The project forms part of a wider shadow 
economy project that is aiming to collect an additional £75m in 
vafee added tax over tire next two years. 

* Chief executives in UK manufacturing companies are seeing 
their total pay fall behind then: US and Canadian counterparts, 
according to a survey by UK-based remuneration advisers 



□29,000 for those m Canada and £476,000 for those in the United 
States. Other directors were worse off than their US counterparts, 
tHirmajgmalhr better off than those in Canad a. 

• The unprecedented management buyout boom of the last two 
/cars app ears to be running out of steam, according to figures 
from accountants KPMG. The value of deals finalised in the last, 
quarter fell to £82&n. the lowest total since the beginning of 1995. 

• Asdafe to withdraw packs ofAItoi Seltzer fromits 207 stores 
ifteriotog a high conn battle with the product’s m a nu fac tu rer. 
Saver. The supermarket group was told that it had to comply with 
SiwertnhfB to rto prices of Aika Seltzer bjflO per cent Asda’s 
xwn&mi Cooper said: “We do not believe a price increase 
rffiw timef rh^.ratecffinflatidDcanbejustifiaL^fewonklTadter 
Mrt stodrfhe prbducr than pass on such a price increaseto con- 
,umersT*Asda j s refusal to comply with die price mcrease s 
if its long-ninning battle against re-safeprice maintenance. 

3 FT is due to report on the issue soon. 

• Orders for durable goods in the US fen 3.1 percent in Mr 
usCmufcfre the largest decrease since a 3^4 per centdxopm 
Vnr3 rH&lt is also the third drop in durable goods orders m 
he last five months, and cp>m^ a 
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’ Business Links. 


PETER RODGERS 
Financial Editor 

The National Association of 
Benson Funds, whose members 
control £350bn worth of in- 
vestments, yesterday launched 
a broadside against Labour 
proposals for reforming the 
way companies are run. 

In a wide-ranging policy 
statement on corporate gover- 
nance published ahead of a 
fringe meeting it wfll bold at the 
Labour party conference next 
week, uie NAPF rejected 
Labour plans for a standing 
commission on corporate gov- 


compulsoiy voting by institu- 
tions at company meetings 
would create more problems 
than they solved. 

The NAPF also dismissed the 
concept of stakeholding. which 
holds that directors are ac- 
countable to wider interests 
such as employees, customers 
and suppKers.lt said that al- 
though companies most be 
“sensitive” to these groups. 


shareholders’ interests should 
be paramount 

But the funds' statement of 
corporate governance policy 
proposed a tightening of some 
guidelines for company direc- 
tors, including golden hand- 
shakes. The document proposes 
that compensation should be 
phased so that h is paid over a 
period and stopped when the re- 
cipients find Dew jobs. 

The NAPF also demanded 
more realistic targets for exec- 
utive bonus and incentive 
schemes, following complaints 
about the excessive generosity 
of tong-term bonus plans. 

Asked whether Labour pol- 
ity on corporate governance was 
a' danger to business. Ann 
Robinson. NAPF director, de- 
scribed it as “at best irrekwant”. 

She believed the overriding 
need for companies was macro 
economic stability- The NAPF 
hoped Alistair Darling, the 
Labour Treasury spokesman 
who is to address the conference 
fringe meeting, would reiterate 
that. “It is almost impossible to 


ce 

If you have slop go {policies],' 
Mrs Robinson said. 

She said Labour's proposal 
for a standing commission on 
corporate governance would 
produce yef another unneces- 
sary bureaucratic machine, and 
there was no need for it, since 
a corporate governance review 
committee begins to take evi- 
dence next month. 

The NAPF said good corpo- 
rate governance should be 
aimed at improving the per- 
formance of UK companies 
over the long term and should 
not be a “box ticking exercise.” 
that checks companies' con- 
formity with ratebooks. 

The document attacked the 
view that pension fends have a 
damagingly shon-tennist in- 
vestment outlook and that they 
demand excessive dividends 
that dama ge investment. It said 
funds’ average period for hold- 
ing shares was eight years, and 
rejected claims that members’ 
fees for underwriting new cap- 
ital issues were excessive. 


InterCapitai fund manager banned 


BHRICKTDOHER 

1mm, the investment waichdog, 
man- 


ager for “knowingly and delib- 
erately” overvaluing warrants 
held by a fond managed by In- 
lerCapitai Asset Management. 

Geoffrey deSeberL a former 
chief executive of InterCapitai, 

was frnnH by Imro not to have 

exercised “the mtegrity of a ro- 
istered individual” when he in- 
flated the value of the warrants 

between April 2994 and Man* 
1995. He ban is one of only a 
handful ever meted carl by Imro 


and is seen as a sign of the reg- 
ulator's increasingly hard-line 
policy towards code violations. 

Inuo said tire effect of Mr de 
Sieberfs actions was to over- 
value one of ImerCapital’s 
fundsby npto£9.7m, or 25 per 
cent of the fund’s correct valu- 
ation. Investors were disad- 
vantaged because the fund's 
performance appeared better 
than it was. 

Imro also found that Mr de 
Siebert had undertaken for- 
eign contract posilkms between 
inis - *994 and December 1994 
for speculative purposes on be- 


half of the fund, breaching its 
articles of association. At the 
end of 1994, the fund held for- 
ward foreign exchange con- 
tracts worth £S3.2m, again in 
breach of InterCapital’s articles. 

“Imro does not consider Mr 
de Siebert to be fit and proper 
to act as a registered individual," 
the regulator concluded. Mr de 
Siebert was ordered pay Imro’s 
costs of £5,000. 

Separately, Imro fined New- 
ton Investment Management 
£85,000 for breaches of rales re- 
lating io overdrafts on client 
money accounts. 


Trade gap 
widens to 
£1.2bn 


CHRIS GODS MARK 

Business Correspondent 

Britain’s trade gap with the 
rest of the world slipped further 
into ibe red in July, according 
to official figures released yes- 
terday. The deficit in goods, 
which excludes invisible earn- 
ings such as investment in- 
come, was £1.2bn, compared 
with fl.lbu in June. 

However the figures sug- 
gested the pattern of UK trade 
was shifting. Smaller deficits 
were recorded over the past two 
months with non-EU countries, 
which account for around 40 per 
cent of UK exports. The Office 
for National Statistics said the 
trade gap with countries outride 
the EU shrank from £7D0m to 
£5Q0m in August, the lowest 
since last November. 

Britain’s total exports to the 
rest of the world in July rose 05 
per cent to £13.8bn. The im- 
provement came from a 25 per 
cent increase in non-EU exports 
while exports to EU economies 
.fell by 1 percent. Total imports 
in July rose by 1 per cent to 
£15bn, with a 25 per cent in- 
crease in imports from EU 
countries and a 1 per cent fall 
from non-EU countries. 



.er 

economists, i 
lington, from stockbrokers 
Hoare Govett, said the figures 
showed the recovery had not led 
to a massive surge in imports. 

“Wfe are heading for a current 
account deficit this year of less 
than 1 per cent of the UK’s 


can be readily financed. In the 
late Eighties, at its worst, the 
deficit hit 4 per cent of GDP," 
he said. 
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City tour fails to restore Matt^w Clark’s sparkle 


TAKING STOCK 


hS ■- k» S r- 


Few shares have suffered such 
a dramatic hill as Matthew 
Clark, the drinks group. In 
June they were ridmg at just 
above 800p; yesterday they 
closed at 306.5p with one mar- 
ket maker, Klemwort Benson, 
offerings a spread of 293p to 
308p. 


would seem, therefore, that the 
Afleens blitz has failed to im- 
press institutions; the joke is 
Mr Afleens w alks in and a few 
shares walkout. 

Matthew Clark is a narrow 


■?_ 

■ -• *.» 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


after the initial deluge, kept 
their selling to a minimum to 


Gftts Index 

9X74 +0.47 


In the past two weeks chief '• prevent another rout. 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


.sta« price, pence 


rCBWr 

SSSHCE 


executive Peter Aikens and 
his team have been touring in- 
stitutional shareholders in 
wfcal appears to have been a 
vain bid to shore up the group’s 
image following a shock profit 
warning at the yearly share- 


Under Mr Aikens, the cider 
group has grown rapidly 
through acquisitions and rights 
issues. The company has a 
much higher institutional pres- 


had an uneven session with 
New York strength largely ig- 
nored. TTie FT-SE 100 index 
ended 2.5 points lower at 
3,933.2. 

Granada was an uncertain 
market, off 7p.at 85lip The 


ence than many others of a . shares have fallen ] 


500p. There is talk of a Glaxo 
Wellcome bid, or at least a 
trading pact which could in- 
volve Glaxo buying a stake in 
its smaller rival. ■ 

' AEA 'Ifcchnofogy, the latest 
mid probably last privatisa- 


enjoyed the satisfaction of hit- 
ting 300p against the 190p pri- 
vate investors paid in the ^nng. 

Brunner Mond, one of the 
original parts of Imperial 
Chemical Industries, failed to 
join the new issue spree. 
Against a 175p pladng it fin- 
ished at 17Q.5p. . 

Great Universal Stores had 
another run, up a further 10J>p 
to 646p. It is still under the in- 
fluence of ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett support but there is a 


holders meeting. 
Chairman Michael < 


SO NO Jf MAM.J 4 AS 


Chairman Michael Cotterell 
revealed the group had been 
hit by the a/copop revolution 
and profits would suffer “ma- 
terially”; m two days the shares 
were crushed an . astonishing 
314Jp. 

Wonyingly they have, albeit 
more gently, continued to fall. 
At 306 -5p, off 24p, they are at 
their lowest for four years. It 


similar Size. . 

There is talk Matthew 
dark, the country's second 
largest cider maker, may be 
forced into a rescue deal. 
Guinness, which produced 
slightly better- than-expected 
interim profits, is one name in 
the frame. Its shares fell 6p to 
448Jp. HP Buhner, the Wood- 
pecker cider group, lost 19p to 
486p. 

The rest of the stodc market 


on Tuesday when it held meet- 
ings with analysts. One' theory 
is the long mooted bid forTfinrfc- 
shire-iyne Ikes Television, 
where Granada nudges 27 per 
cent, is likely to materialise 


bon give-away, was -the day’s 


star turn. Shares of the former 
Atomic Energy Authority were 
floated at the top end of the 
range,'280p, and then surged 
to 32S_5p, settling a* 323 JSjp. As 
stockbroker Greig Middleton 


suspicion that, just 
the Ions awaited re- 


v • a 

Dixons, nagged by worries 

over its exposure to warranties, 

fell 9p to 5235p. Standard 
life selling, dropping its stake 
to 4.82 per cent, did not help 
sentiment. 

Kwflt Save, the discounter,, 
had another torrid session 
failin g 29p to 31Z5p and SR 
Gent, a clothing supplier to 
Marks & Spencer, lost 2A5p to 
355p as it opened talks with its 
bankers. 

Hnntleigh Technology, a 


□Creighton' e Naturally. a 


gakied to Sp to 62p. Company 
doctor John Got has moved 

in with » 10.7 per cent inter- 
est acquired at 23p. Chair- ■ 
pan Bifhm rl CoUard has quit 


s 

din 


shares were LS5p last yean 


loses 


□Revelation Piccadilly, 


soon. TWo Granada for every ' says: “AEA offers a supeib op- 
one Yorkshire, up 2.5p to -porttmity to invest in at high 


3,160p in brisk trading, is the 
story. 

Chirosctence, the drugs 


guap, rallied 21p to 391.5p. 
The shares were once above 


tech consultancy service with 
almost no parallel in the in- 
vestment world.” 

RaOtrack, which also could 
argue it is aunique investment. 


perhaps, the long awaited re- 
shaping could be underway. 
One idea is the successful 
Burberry operation is near to 
being fkiated Another is a deal 
with Next following the arrival 
as chairman of Lord Wolfson 
ofSunnirigdaJe: 

More buy advice for P&0 
' nudged thesharesSp higher to 
603p and Royal Bank of Scot- 
land continued to benefit from 
Panmure Gordon support, up 
9’J5p at 493 JSp. 


pointing profit advance and a 
cautious trading statement. A 
profit warning from Omni- 
Media left the shares I5.5p 
lower at i8.5p and Hiiuty 
Holdings, the fire engines 
group, reversed 56jp to 267 Jp 
after uninspiring figures. 

More Overran, the adver- 
tising group soon to be merely 


should increase profits from 
£51,000 to £245,000 this year 
with £394,000 next, says inde> 
pendent analyst Roger Hard^-. 
pian. He rites the shares of •. 

what he calls a “small group «■.- 
with big ideas” as worthy of % 
attention; they are 4.75p. -r 


□BruntcHflfe Aggregates held; 
at 22JSp. Its loag-ronning *»-- 


one million shares at 651p. 


capital rumbles on. Interim 
profits are down to £601,990 
(£960,000) bat aroand S2m ■*. 
(£JL4m) is likely for the yeac 
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SR Gent seeks 
^financing as it 

retail stores 



NIGEL COPE 

SR Gent, the Marks & Spencer 

:S®wcsiijs 

cts^pany armoonced it would be 
. ttkmg a£l4m provision to with- 
draw &om its retail operations. 

The Barnsley-based eroun is 
dosing its eight Clothing Bam 
stOTes as a result of poor sales 

• wSSF 15 10 concentrate on 
its M&s business which ac- 
cramts for 90 per cent of its sales. 

Ine news precipitated a 41 
per cent collapse in SR Gent’s 
- shares to 353p. The company is 
now valued at just £13m and is 
considered a takeover target 
unless refinancing can be 
arranged. The existing man- 
agement, chairman Peter Wolff 
and chief executive Mike Stakol 

are likely to hand on as they own 

the majority of the shares. 

The announcement forced 
SR Gent to delay publication of 
its results for the year to June, 
which had beea due yesterday. 
The company said it did not 


know when those results would 
now be announced. 

. The disaster at Clothing Bam 
j^the second time SR Gent has 
oeen forced to withdraw from 
high street retailing. Ia 1994 it 
took a £7m provision to with- 
draw from the Susan Wootf 
fashion stores which pushed the 
group into a £4m loss that year. 

Clothing Barn was launched 
at around the same time but this 
year the company found that 
“significant amounts" of fin- 
ished garments and stocks ear- 
marked for sale through the 
stores would not reacntheir 
book values. In addition, a 
large amount of fabric and ac- 
cessories could not be sold or 
made up into finished 
for sale at prices that would 
cover their book value. The cost 
of this stock write-down to- 
gether with the cost of the 
store closures have forced the 
£14m exceptional charges. 

The company said; “The es- 
timated provisions have result- 
ed in the need for the group to 


re-negotiate certain aspects .of 
its banking arrangements." The 
company added that it would 
make a further announcement 
as soon as possible. 

SR Gent makes ladieswear 
such as blouses, dresses and 
skirts for Marks & Spencer 
and has annual sales of around 
£150m. 

Shares in the company tum- 
bled in June when it issued a 
profits warning. Management 
blamed the poor weather which 
bad hit demand for s umm er 
clothing. Fashion sales were 
particularly disappointing. The 
company also said that the 
weak South African economy 
bad damaged sales and that it 
was looking to sell its Cape 
Tbwn factory. 

In the six months to 31 De- 
cember, SR Gent recorded 
unchanged profits of £2.Sm. fit 
the last full year to July 1995 it 
made profits off 63m on sales 
of £154m. The company's 
shares stood at 103p at one 
stage last year. 


Grampian in £69m deal 


MAGNUS GR 1 MOND 

Grampian Holdings, the Scot- 
tish mini-conglomerate, yes- 
terday announced a £69.4m 
recommended deal to take con- 
trol of the Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill shops chain and its related 
Scottish Woollens textile man- 
ufacturing operations. The cash 
and shares offers are to be part 
financed through a one-for- 
five rights issue at 125p a share 
to raise £ 14.8m. 

The two transactions will 
bring a windfall of around £45m 
for the Stevenson family, which 
is the biggest shareholder in the 
two companies being acquired. 
David Stevenson, chairman, wiD 
join the Grampian board, along 
iWith EWM managing director 
"Colin Birrell, as part of a wider 


shake-up of the board. News of 
the deal sent Grampian's shares 
4p lower to 1403p. 

The acquisition represents an 
about-turn for Grampian. It has 
been talking for at least 18 
months of floating its existing 25 
per cent stake in Edinburgh 
Woollen Mills, which it picked up 
after the mergerwith its Pitlochry 
Knitwear business in 1993. 

The group, chaired by Bill 
Hughes, said the EWM board 
had carried out a detailed 
strategic review earlier this year 
which concluded that a flotation 
was not the preferred option. As 
a result, Grampian had been 
able to make an offer which 
would be earnings-enbahemg. 

Mr Hughes described Edin- 
burgh Woollen Mills as “a rare 
opportunity to expand the 


group, affording excellent 
prospects for sustained growth". 

Some analysts, however, crit- 
icised the acquisition as runnin g 
contrary to the previously stated 
intention of giving more rocus to 
the business, which already en- 
- compasses veterinary products, 
transport and sporting goods. 

One analyst suggested that the 
deal represented “a disguised re- 
verse takeover", with the new di- 
rectors coining aboard providing 
a source of posable successors 
to Mr Hughes. 

Edinburgh Woollen Mills has 
229 outlets m tourist areas, mar- 
ket towns and visitor centres. 

Grampian yesterday unveiled 
an 11 per emit rise in pre-tax 
profits to £4.75m for the six 
months to June. The interim div- 
idend rises 83 per cent to 1.95p. 


Lacking the genius for 

The Investment Column 



Guinness has been a pathetic invest- 
ment over the past five years, slipping 
further and further behind the rest of 
the market as year after year profits 
have emerged Little changed from the 
previous period. 

You would have had to have held 
your Guinness shares since 1990 in 
order to have achieved any sort of 
absolute gain and even then you would 
be looking at relative underperfor- 
mance of a third or more. Pure Genius 
it ain’t 

Figures for the first half of 1996 
yesterday did little to pat any fizz back 
into the shares even it for the first 
time in several years, they did not 
precipitate a round of analysts’ 
downgrades. 

Although a 5 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £357m was slightly 
above expectations, and free cash flow 
of £254m was strong, the top-line 
growth that will drag Guinness out of 
fee investment doldrums remained as 
elusive as ever. Focusing on a 4 per 
cent decline in Scotch sales, the mar - 
ket trimmed another 8p from the 
shares, which closed at 447p. 

The problem for Guinness is that it 
is already generating good profits, 
with pre-tax margins in the mid to high 
teens, and throwing off enough cash 
to make periodic hand-outs to its 
shareholders. What it can’t seem to 
achieve in the mature spirits and beer 
markets it serves around the world is 
growth, and growth is what share 
prices thrive on. 

The chairman, Tbny Greener, and his 
team do at least realise that the only 
way to generate that growth is to pour 
staggering amounts of cash into 
promoting its portfolio of brands. 
Half a bflKoo pounds last year was spent 
on advertising and other promotion of 
Johnnie Walker, Gordon's and Guin- 
ness itself, but even that was only 
enough to tread water. You only have 
to look at smaller rival Matthew Oark 
to realise what might have happened 
to Guinness had it its short- 

term profits by not shelling out that 
awesome amount. 

It is also right to try to break the self- 
destructive scrap for market share 

that has IeH all the leading d rinks rrwrv- 

panies to slash prices to push volumes 
m a basically static market Guinness 
says it will Dot play that game this 
Christmas and has thrown the gaunt- 
let down to its rivals to follow suit It 
remains to be seen who loses their 
nerve first 

Hie sad fact is that there is ot> quick 
fix for G uinn ess - neither a bid for 
GrandMet nor demerger would solve 
the underlying need to increase 
volumes and prices. 


‘ EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


Forecast profits of £955m this year, 
after underlying profits of £942m last 
time,- and Hifibn in 1997, put the 
shares on a prospective price-earnings 
ratio of 13 falling to 12 and promises 
another dull year. 

Redland still 
looking exposed 

Investors in building materials group 
Redland are still reeling from the div- 
idend cut last year when the company’s 
shares lost a third of their value m just 
seven months. Rehabilitating the roof 
tiler was always going to be a slow 
process, though some reassurance 
came when new chair man Rudolph Ag- 
new said the dividend was sacrosanct. 

Ailing interest rates in Germany, 
where the bulk of profits are strode, also 
encouraged optimism, as did the sale 
of its bricks business to Ibstock for 
£1 60m, which left Redland to focus on 
tiles and aggregates. 

But it was the merger of RedlancTs 
tiles business with Braas, its German 
joint-venture partner, to create the 


wcdd*sk!^stroof-tiksuK*erthata^ 
ated most excitement. The move, which 
German tax authorities are expected to 
clear by the end of the year, should free 
capital for roofing markets outside Eu- 
rope which have greater growth po- 
tential. A small joint venture in South 
Africa, for example, is imminent. 

But atrodons market conditioiis still 
leave Redland looking exposed. Bad 
weather in the first quarter was blamed 
for the 42 per cent drop in pretax prof- 
its to £9Sm in the six months to June. 

to^^^asGmmM^OTd^etilevoI- 
uroes collapsed by 47 per cent in the 
first quarter. Incredibly, gross margins 
were maintained assailing prices above 

inflation were poshed through. 

Even more remarkable is Redland's 
assertion that the German housing 
market has turned. Itches a 3 per cent 
rise in the first half for angle and two 
family ho using , the main market for 
pitched roofing. But this rosy view is 
not shared by its rivals like RMC and 
is hard to reconcile with a German 
economy being whipped into shape for 
European monetary union by deep 
public sector spending cuts. 

Redland can also expect little help 
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from its aggregates side, where first-half 
profits fell to £273m from £3Sm and 
S is heavily dependant on an almost re- 
dundant UK toads programme. 

Broker Albert E Sharp has slashed 
its 1996 pre^axfbrecast to £25Im from 
£303m with£310m (£345in) pencilled 
in for the following year. The shares, 
up 2 5p to 447p, stand on a chunky for- 
ward multiple of 21 felling to 17 and 
yield just 4.7 per cent. Expensive. 

McBride cleans 
up its gremlins 

Few comp anies can have had a more 
fiery fr wrism on the stock market than 
McBride, Europe's biggest maker of 
own-label .detergents. Launched in 
the midst of John Major’s leadership 
crisis at 188plast July, things have gone 
from bad toworse. Last summer’s prob- 
lems with new concentrated detergents 
gumming up . machinery were com- 
pounded by soaring raw materia] costs. 
The result was a profits warning ear- 
lier this year which sent the shares 
plummeting. Yesterday they clawed 
bade 13p to leave them at 139p. 

The marke t’s optimism was prompt- 
ed by figures suggesting that McBride 
is through the worst. Pre-tax profits 
slumped from £27.1m to £20.7m in the 
year to June, but tbe bald figures hide 
a strong recovery in tbe second half. 
Stripping out £63m of one-off costs, 
mainly relating to expelling tbe grem- 
lins at the Barrow detergent factory and 
cutting up to 500 jobs, underlying 
margins expanded from 6.7 per cent to 
7.4 per cent between the two halves. 

McBride is within striking distance 
of its aim to raise margins to between 
73 and 83 per cent Barrow is said to 
be sorted out, raw materials are back 
to more normal levels and a manage- 
ment restructuring is about to be com- 
pleted with the appointment of a new 
managing director in the UK. 'With cost 
savings on top and a core business 
growing at above 5 per cent, Barclays 
de Zoete Wedd is looking for further 
recovery to deliver profits of £3Im this 
year, putting die shares on a modest 
forward multiple of 10. 

That looks too low, bat the shares 
should not be chased The awn-label 
market has successfully fought off the 
rice war initiated by Procter & Gam- 
le, but the past year has also shown 
what little control McBride has over 
its own destiny. The group remains at 
the mercy of commodity chemicals 
prices cm the one hand and on the other 
the big supermarket groups, four of 
whom take around 30 percent of sales. 







City bigwigs gathered at the Stock 
Exchange on Wednesday night to 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of “Big 
Bang". John Kemp-Wrich, the Stock 
Exchange chairman, played host to 
Jack TOrigglesworth, head of Liffe, 
and Angela Knight, the Treasury 
. minister, who were among the 600 
guests. The theme was “past, present 
and future" with actors and waitresses 
dressed in top hats and bowlers. 

The highlight was a charity auction 
in aid of the Save the Children Fund. 
One thrill-seeker bid £800 for a “Go 
Loopy" flight on Cadbury's Crunchie 
Flying Circus open-cockpit bi-plane. 

Most extravagant was the £1,400 
paid by one romantic for an over- 
- . night stay at one of the new pent- 
^ | bouses at GJaridge’s. These come 
. complete with dedicated butler and 
' : pantry service, of course. 

1 Jim Masmin, the former chief execu- 
: / rive of Laura Ashley, is worried that 

• | be is falling apart. “1 woke up last 
1 -A week wkh this excruciating pain all 
do wn one side and I thought *0h my 
z! God, what is tins?"* Subsequent tests 
£ have, revealed nothing more than a 
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kidney stone, which is being dealt 
with in London before he flies back 
to the United States at the weekend. 
“I must be getting old," he mopes. 

Pilling & Co, the Manchester-based 
private client stockbroker, is closing 
its London office. Word is that the 
reason is a long-running spat between 
the senior people in Manchester and 
the partner in tbe London office, 
Nigel Goodliffe. 

Mr GoodKffe was tight-lipped on 
the subject yesterday, though he ad- 
mitted that the broker had written to 
its clients informing them of the im- 
pending closure. “Tve got no com- 
ment to make.” 

Jan McAllister, the chairman and 
manag in g director of Ford Motors in 
Great Britain, will have to pay spe- 
cial attention to the drink-driving 
laws with his latest appointment. He 
has been named non-executive 
director of Scottish & Newcastle, the 
brewing and pub group which pro- 


duces high-octane brews such as 
Theakston’s Old Feculier and . 
HoIstenFfis. 

News drifts in of a fresh development 
in the row over Europe. The subject 
of heated debate this time is not the 
Euro-currency or the Euro-sausage, 
but the Earo-bottle. McBride, the 
detergents company, run by Mike 
Handley, has been working on just 
such a vessel in order to harmonise 
plastic bottles across tbe European 
Community. 

What’s the point, you might think. 
Writ, the benefit to manufacturers 
such as McBride is that a standard 
size would be cheaper to produce 
than lots of different ones for each 
nation state. 

The Italians, Spanish, French and 
Belgians are all mustard keen. But 
one country is dragging its feet 
You've goosed it, good old Blighty. 

Britain wants to retain the individ- 
uality of its plastic bottles and is 
standing firm against Euro-interfer- 


ence on the matter. There's nothing 
like fighting fee big battles, is there? 

Mark Slater, son of investment guru 
Jim Safer, is to try his hand atpoli- 
tics. Slater junior, who is only 27, is 
the prospective parliamentary candi- 
date for Jimmy Goldsmith’s Referen- 
dum Party in the London 
constituency in Battersea. 

Asked to explain himself, Mr 
Slater said: “I think Einope is the 
single most important issue we face 
at fee moment and none of fee ma- 
jor parties is really addressing it - 
property." 

Mr Slater, who runs Slater Invest- 
ments using his father’s techniques, 
reckons be has a chance to overturn 
fee 4,800 majority of fee incumbent 
MP, John Bowls. 

“I wouldn't underestimate my 
chances," he says. 

“Battersea is a fairly young con- 
stituency and fee people there are 

n^LandpoIitia'ans general^! 
think they are open-minded." 

Nigel Cope 



McAllister Trouble brewing 
if he mores his directorships 
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The most relaxing, hassle free trip you’ve 
ever had is now possible when you fly 
World Business Class to any of 200 US 
cities with Northwest Airlines or our 
partner KIM. 

If you live within 60 miles of Gatwick 
or even one of our 19 regional airports 
we’ll send a complimentary chauffeur 
driven car* to pidc you up from your front 

F, w m jam ' . . 

door. Then check in 


your luggage at your local airport and forget about 
it until you reach the States. 

Your transatlantic flight will be out of Gatwick 
or Amsterdam Schiphol and in World Business 
Class you’ll experience comfort down to the tips of 
your toes. You can even earn free travel not just to 
the United States but to more than 400 destinations 
in 80 countries on 6 continents. Fnm7mriiltfale p 

n Dm£ Kmf d O Ibe swy 

So if you don’t- want to miss toD ^ T “»- 
the connection, fly Northwest Airlines. 
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Tories’ 


je gardens of the elderly will 
be cleared and the waste sites 


\rn 

I 1 IX. UMUVU IUIU UIV fi-f — 

A of the inner cities cleaned - “ 
l the Conservatives win the ete^n- 
j Apparenfly the party jrfansU>ni» u<,e 


workfare in its election manifesJ 0 - ex- 
t panding a pilot scheme called Pip - 
t ject Work which demands that the 
■ long-term unemployed do cornrau- 

l ni^work in return for their bene fits- 

ji In principle, the fact that the Gov- 
i eminent is interested in subsidising 
work rather than unemployment 
should be good news. A consensusis 

: growing in Britain and abroad thattrc 

unemployed should not be abandocea 
to their giros, and need instead ac- 
tive support from government to be- 
come more employable and find 

jobs. As the OECD pointed out in its 

Jobs Strategy earlier this year, “m the 
area of... training and employment 
programmes, the United Kingdom 
has been rather reticent to commit 
major resources.... Cutting long- 
term unemployment to more ac- 
ceptable levels will probably require 
interventions — at least on a tempo- 
rary basis- which are more resource 
intensive that job-search assistance 
and job- finding incentives.*' 

It would be wonderful if the Con- 
servatives were conceding that active 
intervention to help the long-term 
unemployed was now overdue. 

However, there is a world of dif- 
ference between job programmes, 
which effectively help people into real 
jobs, and meaningless make-work 
schemes, which waste public money 
and frustrate the unemployed. Given 
the lack of interest the Government 
has so far shown in expanding poli- 
cies for private sector wage subsidies, 
or high-quality training and work ex- 
perience programmes, the Conser- 
vatives’ woridare looks ominously like 
make-work. 



ECONOMIC VIEW 
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There is a problem with long-term 
unemployment that should, in prin- 
ciple. be susceptible to state inter- 
vention. The longer people stay on 
the dole, the harder it becomes to 
find work. In the first month after 
leaving your last job, your chance of 
finding another in the next 28 days 
is around 23 per cent. After six 
months that chance has fallen to 13 
per cent, after two years to 7 per cent 
Part of the explanation is that em- 
ployers quickly snap up the bright- 


est and best qualified, leaving behind 
eers. Some 30 


their less attractive peers. ; 
per cent of the unemployed have no 
qualifications. Of the very long- 
term unemployed, those out of work 
for more than two years, more than 


touch with working routines. Left to 
itself, the market is failing to match 
these people with jobs. 

The critical question, however, is 
what kind of help the state can most 
nseftiDy and cost-effectively pro- 
vide to make the unemployed more 
employable and get them into jobs. 
The OECD recommends employ- 
ment subsidies to public or private 
sector employers who take on the 
long-term unemployed. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow chan- 
cellor, has proposed a variant of this 
kind of programme for the long-term 
unemployed and the young unem- 
ployed. Private sector employers 
would be given a subsidy (£73 a week 
in the case of those out of work for 


a community work scheme such as 
Project Work, rather than a system 
of training* and private sector work 
subsidy it is making a big mistake. 

Admittedly, there have been im- 
portant criticisms made of private 

sector work subsidies. Opponents ar- 
gue that the subsidies help employ- 
ers without creating net new jobs or 
improving the prospects of the un- 
employed. Through “substitution,” 
so the story goes, the long-term un- 
employed take jobs that would oth- 
erwise have gone to the short-term 


: in other countries done by 
the economic consultants Nera for 
the Department of Education and 


Work subsidies, if properly targeted and 
monitored, do seem to help the jobless’ 


40 per cent have no qualifications. 

But there is an additional obsta- 
cle for the long-term jobless. Un- 
employment damages people in the 
eyes of employers. The wages avail- 
able to the unemployed are consid- 
erably lower than to those with 
identical qualifications who have 
switched between jobs. 

It seems unsurprising then that 
long periods out of work should be 
more stigmatising than short periods. 
In addition, the jobless can become 
demoralised, depressed, and out of 


more than two years) if they gave a 
job to someone in the target group. 

The advantage of this kind of pri- 
vate sector subsidy is that it catapults 
the unemployed directly into the real 
labour market - perhaps into a job 
that wffl last, but certainly into the 
auspices of a recognised employer. 
Direct temporary work creation on 
programmes such as Project Work 
undoubtedly has its place for those 
who can’t even get subsidised jots. 
However, if the Government is con- 
sidering a widespread expansion of 


ited effect on net employment. 

However, this research is not con- 
clusive. The surveys calculate the net 
effect on employment mainly by ask- 
ing the employers who took up the 
subsidy whether they wCRjld have cre- 
ated the job without the extra cash. 
What we don’t knows whether oth- 
er employers took on those displaced 
short-term unemployed instead. 

Richard Layard, director of the 
LSE’s Centre for Economic Perfor- 
mance, is optimistic about the effect 
of job subsidies on overall employ- 
ment levels, arguing that the dis- 
placed short-term unemployed 
would easily find work elsewhere. 

Admittedly, where demand for 
labour is limited, there is bound to 
be substitution between the unem- 
ployed. But the OECD points out 
that the subsidy in favour of the dis- 
advantaged is still justified on equi- 
ty grounds. Without it, the long-term 
unemployed will stay on the dole fin- 
much longer than their peers who 
only lost their last job a month ago. 

Moreover, these work subsidies, 
if properly targeted and monitored. 



do seem to help. In a recent NBER 
paper, Larry Katz, a Harvard econ- 
omist, reviewed a series erf US wage 
subsidy programmes and concluded 
that, while the impact was modest, 
the young disadvantaged in partic- 
ular did see their employment 


paid at least the minimum wage is a 
good way to prevent them becom- 
ing tow-status adult equivalents to the 

old Youth Tr ainin g Scheme. A min- 
imum also saves the state money on 
in-work benefits, and makes the en- 
tire approach more cost-effective. 


‘Of the very long-term unemployed, more 
than 40 per cent have no qualifications’ 


prospects Improve because of the 
subsidy. A similar study of wage sub- 
sidies for the long-term unemployed 
in Holland suggested that their re- 
emptoyment prospects rose by 10 per 
cent because of the programme. 

The important trick is to ensure 
that the programmes are well mon- 
itored, that employers are prevent- 
ed from simply recruiting and then 
ditching one subsidised employee af- 
ter another, and that employers and 
employees regard the post as a 
proper job. Ensuring that the job is 


But given that a minimum wage 
is not on the Conservatives’ agenda, 
nor are they showing much interest 

in expanefingwork subsidies, it seems 

unlikely that this is the kind of 
workfare the party has in mind. 

' So if work subsidies are off the 
Conservatives’ workfare agenda, 
what’s left? High-quality govern- 
ment or vohxntaiy sector training and 
work experience programmes could 
be extremely beneficial for the long- 
term unemployed. The successful 
Wise Group has managed to lever 


large numbers of the long-term un- 
employed into work through inten- 
sive training and work. However, 
these kinds of operations are ex- 
pensive, and the Government has 
proved unwilling even to establish pi- 
lot schemes winch are resource in- 
tensive. The chances of it delivering 
expensive programmes to push the 
long-term unemployed into work 
seem rather slim. 

In the absence of direct job place- 
ment or good quality training and 
work experience, the alternatives 
look ominous. Canals, gardens and 
wasteland may help some of the un- 
employed, but many wiD be deeply 
frustrated. Making benefits condi- 
tional on placements such as Project 
Work, without providing any more 
constructive, cost-effective alterna- 
tives. will not be good for the un- 
employed or the taxpayer. If the only 
purpose of this kind of workfare is 
to force the unemployed into menial, 
meaningless schemes just to prove 
to the rest of us that they are not lazy, 

then it will be unethical as well. 
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RAQING. fTie favourite for tomorrow's big race at Ascot is living proof that the 

Off to the sales in search of 
a Sham rather than a dud 


sport 

dreams of the auction ring can turn into reality 


However she fares in tomor- 
rows Queen Elizabeth II Stakes 
Bosra Sham has al- 
ready proved the exception to 
a rather expensive rule. When 
the chestnut filly took the 1,000 
Guineas back in May, she be- 
came the first “top for at Eu- 
rope’s swankiest yearling 
auction, the Houghton Sale in 
Newmarket, to win a Classic for 
nigh on half a century. 

Her predecessor was Sayaii- 
rao, hero of the 1947 St Leger, 
who cost the fabulously wealthy 
Maharaja of Baroda a then-un- 
precedented 28,000 guineas. 
He was worth every penny: so, 
at 530,000 guineas, was Bosra 
Sham. But along the way — as 
the accompanying table shows 
- there have been some mighty 
costly blunders. 

The honour of fetching the 
highest price of the sale has tra- 
ditionally been a dubious one, 
akin to a kiss of death as far as 
future performance is con- 
cerned. But Bosra Sham’s 
comeback to the track could 
hardly have been better timed 
as far as Tattersalls, the New- 


market auctioneers, are con- 
cerned, serving as a reminder 

that balf-a- mHli nn plus mp be 

monqrweD ®ent just three days 
before the 1996 Houghton Sale 
opens. 

At 5.15 on Tuesday ev ening , 
the sales company chairman, 
Hdmond Mahony, will talr* 
the rostrum in the handsome 
domed auction ring to open the 
bidding on a son "of Cadeaux 
Genereux, the first of 284 cat- 


alogued yearlings which rep- 
resent, on paper at least, the 
cream of the commerdal crop. 

By the end of proceedings at 
about nine o'clock on Thursday 
night, some of the world’s rich- 
est men and women will have 
bhied £20m on goods that come 
straight from the factory, 

untested and with no guarantees 

that they will not break the first 
time they are used 

But when there is the chance 
of buying a Bosra Sham, a 
Sayajirao, or even a RcUtino or 
a Hot Spark, all that guff about 
merchantable quality goes out 
the window. The players in this 
market have to have as much 


Schindler’s Arc assault 


The Irish St Leger winner, Os- 
car Schindler, will attempt to 
continue his w inning sequence 
in the Prix de TArc de Triom- 
phe at Longchamp a week on 
Sunday. Kevin PrendeTgast, 
his trainer, announced yester- 
day that the colt may also tilt 
at the Melbourne Cup on 5 No- 
vember. 

“There is a good span be- 
tween the races of about a 


month," Prendergast said. “The 
horse couldn't be better after 
the St Leger. He won very well 
and he still seems to be im- 
proving. He will be coming 
back down in trip in the Arc but 
he has a great cruising speed.” 

Oscar Schindler, who also 
won the Ormonde and Hard- 
wicke Stakes, is quoted at 20-1 
for the Are by Wuliam H31 and 
at 14-1 for the Melbourne Cup. 


Sue Montgomery 

on the hopes that 
drive Europe's top 
yearling auction 

optimism as wealth, and it has 
been so ever since yearling auc- 
tions came into vogue around 
170 years ago. 

The first four-figure transac- 
tion was over the subsequently 
all but useless Glenlivat (1,010 
guineas in 1837) and it was not 
until the coming of La Fleche 
(5,500 guineas in 1890) and 
Sceptre (20,000 guineas in 
1900) that the top of the mar- 
ket acquired credibility. Hut 
pan won seven Classic between 

Nowadays, a sale like the 
Houghton represents an in- 
dustry at work at the highest lev- 
el. The vendors are breeders, 
who nurture their potential 
gold mines from conception 
onwards, and pinhookers, bold 
speculators whose commodity 
is foals bought specifically to 
trade on. The buyers are those 

Carson still in 
intensive care 

Willie Carson spent his seventh 
night in intensive care in the 
North Hampshire Hospital in 
Basingstoke last night. A 
spokeswoman for the hospital 
yesterday saidi “There is no 
change in Mr Carson's condi- 
tion and he is still in intensive 
care.” The 53-year-old jockey 
was kicked in the paddock at 
Newbury last Friday. 


searching for success on the 
racecourse; next week's year- 
lings will be the Classic gener- 
ation of 1998. 

The bloodstock market is at 
present undergoing a revival, 
and the auction figures record- 
ed elsewhere in the world this 
year bode well for next week’s 
proceedings 

In die weeks leading up to the 


who prepare their horses on a 
commission basis, sc an racing 
results with almost paranoid in- 
tensity. Being related to a big 
or promising winner can put 
tens of thousands on a young- 
ster’s value, and the progress 
this year of the Prix de FAre de 
Triomphe prospects Pflsudski 
and Darazari, and two-year-olds 
Fiji and One So Wonderful 
will have done no harm to the 
sale prospects of their young ab- 
lings! And the Irishman who 
paid 115,000 guineas for a Fairy 
King colt-foal last December 
w31 be delighted that the stal- 
lion is responsible for the Arc 
favourite, Helissio. 

Tb highlight the fate of the 


saleneppeis is more a curios- 
ity than a condemnation, of the 
judgement of the so-called ex- 
perts, for it is in the nature of 
horses that there will be more 

Aifk than dm mp jo ps. 

Plenty of good horses are 
bought at auction (although, 
statistically, home-breds still 
lead the way in the Deity) and 
at all levels of the market. Of 
Group One winners this year. 
Lady Carla, who gave Bosra 
Sham's owner, V&fic Said, a 
double Classic whammy, cost 
220,000 guineas, Soviet Line 
185,000, Iktamal 75,000, Fen- 
tire 54,000 and Bahamian 
Bounty 45,000. 

All the potential in the 
world will parade before will- 
ing buyers next week, and who 
is to say that Bosra Sham has 
not set a trend, for Entrepre- 
neur, who made the joint top- 
price of 600,000 guineas fast 
year, looked frill of talent when 
he brought his score to two out 
of three at Chester on Wednes- 
day. And the dream he repre- 
sents is what keeps this 
indostry going. 


Class barriers to return 


Sandown racecourse is to aban- 
don its combined-enclosures 
experiment that has been at- 
tempted on certain race-days 
and return to separate Club and 
Tattersalls enclosures in an ef- 
fort to boost attendances. 

Stephen WalKs, racing man- 
ager at Sandown, said: “Com- 
bined enclosures deprived those 
racegoers who wanted to pay for 
exclusivity the opportunity to do 


so and made acfamsskm look ex- 
pensive for those who wanted 

RICHARD BMIONDSON 
NAP: Kid Ory 
(Redcar 4JjQ) 

NB: Zaima 
(Redcar AMfj 

to pay for the basic products. 
Choice will be the watchword." 
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Robert Saunter 


1990 sms FLAME bay Oy Sarto's WeOsWelsh Same 840000018 

Ctasay rotated roSateOi&y her sie out of her gWdOT).&portad lo Japan; wort one race 
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3392 IMIJNGM LOVE bay I8y Seder's W&s-ky 43Q3OO0M 

Hatf-aster to hyanna; piaced once n Ireland a three; wirringi- £86 

1993 WELLS HHSPBI byflySstflrtUfcfeUMtyffc SBOftOQOa 

Hafrssfer to MBmando; not race at two; placed madens and Iwgade handkapg tastygar 

3994 BOSRA SHAM eftestnur fty Woodman Kontya 530000016 

Sister to Hector Protector; unbeaten vdmer of 1996 UOOGulneaB 
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8k HAPPY VUBtTME baf aA RMw QuesMIem^ Hm 6000000* 
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230 Aflwfght Then 
3 jOO Sugar M3 


HYPERION 

230 GLADYS AUHORPE (nap) 
4j00 Dayvflle 
4w30 Moonax 


GOING: Good to Firm. . 

STALLS: 1m- butde; lm6f- centre^ 6f, lm 2T& lm4f- omaUe. 

DKAW ADVANTAGE: High tor 6fi tow tor 1m 40yd. 

■ Left-land, almost flax, oval course. 

■ Ccmrse Is near junction of A&80 and M& Neman asneo 2m. ADMISSION: County 
Sund S14; Ttitexsafls S&, Newton Stand 33.50 lOAJ*u hafl-price In Titfxexsalh and New- 
tan SOndLCAKPAKK: FVee. 


■ LEADING TKAOEEHS WITH EDNNKKSc J Dtmlop — 2S wtanera from 115) nmneoi 
gnu a sums reiio af 223.5% and a profit to a SI level stake of SS 05; J GoMles — 24 
winnep, ItB rrmneca, 23JJ%, -SI 26; J B«ny — 19 wtancc»,202nmneES,9.48%,-S88.I7; 
B HUf — 15 mnnexs, 73 rnnnas. 20S%, STJBZ. 

■ LEADING JOCKET5: W Ejtm — 3 1 wlnnos, 141 tides, 22%, +S39. 13; Fw Eddery 
— 26 winncs. Sondes, 31 +S37.09; J CarraQ — 20 whmeis, 216 tides, 12K.-S40L63; 
L Preaert— 21 uinn ets. 142 tides, 14.fr*, -46101. 

BUNXBBBD FIEST TIME: Mm's Law (2.30); BUte Hope (3-90); Cherakao Puflht [at- 
smtdXLOOL 

HTNNEKS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: NM0ty PhtoH C220) won a Leicester on Momtap. 
LONG-DISTANCE BUNNGBS: Grand Bpiodoar 12.00) ft InlktadiHi (2XK>) hive been 
sets 242 mites b y Lady Rentes from Angmering Bute, W Sussex; Roberto Etm (2.00) sent 
238 nates iff J Dunlop tnm Arundel, W Somex. 

I O flft I STANLEY GOLDEN NUMBERS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

1 ■^■ uu l £5^00 added 3YQlm2fl20vtlsPen^tvVafae £3385 

1 64 WW T1 H I0N(1^ tluty K a il u iB LadyHen«i90 9adanO r Shaa2 


2-46 AteBUEFBESHi^ (Hotwt GM jomJ J Bethel 90 

3 6 HBOC KXE HJ) 0 6 & (As M E HBUcad) U Mws 9 0 . 

6 54025 HW3EAPBWCEPO(28)IGoo®»1a0J»s9O 


BBUmIM 
gfnet— ■ 9 
JtlhtfunlO 

5 RO6BtromA(M«Q0erirait3(i9CI PIMnlT 

6 08 SOUBIBUJEPM<lteTKMdbRflPltobte90 MfeberfslS 

7 UESEffif flaoy IMKcMd) R Oaten 90 T Spates 8 

8 - 6 SMIOfCQWCEpil Mohatnmafl J SosJBfl 89 L Dated IS 

9 DOH5ION QUffit R VMedP Bear 8 9 NCatSdal 

ID BIBMBMPWSUBGoot9il*89 OltttasU 

11 45 BBMDSPLQttOOB {39J (US HNMaaoisn) !«VHemHa9 It Fata 7 

12 lSASrOM«ai(Pa«BW8torilLB*aB89 DW%K(S)« 

13 NMZEQCHamcBn«Uatox«D ASO»«i89_ JtNta5 

K 00- SB8UW pW? (Buy Retd) C Ttarani 8 9 StasrosS 

15 SCIiIWaEfliO|?tatteftetl*lltelOKiB9 IBddtS 

i IS 5 W WB Aa O TO0u»WBeacmBTtai89 PswH r teomi3 

-lfitectstal- 

BEni«B;7-2Df»ndteanL 4>lfe*dMtta, S-lRdio APltacst 6-1 tote Sptatilcw; 7-a Tktetar, 

8-1 Baharto tern, IS-lRmn 13-lMhsxa 

.1999 Mbbjt fisaaef 3 8 9 L OeBoa &1 U Swted ■!« «" 


FDRUGUBJE 

MAMO tm DANCE wfl be helped ny my rain. Tode/s unra hail-mSa ■ also m her twour 
end she shoa*d enot 0 t when a w-tenffh satb to Rumy tD sug^st she would taka afl the 
beatvv in smiar con^tany next tme oul The others with epenence seem beetebte - (md 
Spicodow tooMng as thou0i lonfff trips are Hontad. and taabiemste hdUnedoe tteafnns 
fas rai when SrasSr® fourth in a btantetflnldi to Itaieeta (KatXemate of Diamond Dance) 
m a areeWstt Maw nt Gootteood. Wtautago was In e strong race ut Yb* on her detxs. twt 
she Is probably best wetted forndten dropped to an easier gade. Jute Cedi stems dial rain 
is wanted for her Sadler's wefls newcomer Hy SoBteke and this eel-rotated sort ax4d be 
smart Roberto RNa.UiitetMv (from the tamfly of St teffrwirmar Cut Above), and ttwNaah- 
wan Iffiy Naneq four of tee talented QtaramJ all ltd from stables wefl copobfe of wmnmg 
wttt ftoHcomes. Setaettac DUUriOM) DANCE 

ro"Q7T| STANLEY CREDIT CLAMNG HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4>200 
added 6f Penalty Value £3383 

1 000000 SADOB«E(USroCM}n(Kei*i9w4T0Bmi7100 LDateriM 

2 635450 SnfBOlHHpa] A(MsCMsDaroB)JBaty3Bl2 P Rotate (q 2 

3 053050 BASWU.B8RVE(42)|D9(IKPBune9BBB0l59]2 WUldXZ 

4 65UO mmapqprurtfc'Bufc.AaM 

5 430000 HYTKWSWSniC R ffknkn M)(n4 A 83^3911 DtMtftpjlS 

6 022050 P«HSDC(37)(qntaanirRacir0nitai598 1 

7 .. i^_PiH^HB(iaaBCT(m[uro«KcnPOT-+ ^ ira*ot»3 

a 020003 B«MID0GmEMRnu0UrsJfte»dm566 KFMmZl 

9 0545m BHBfiASH (B5) n (tarn R0) P &em 4 9 5 OOtaaBB 

10 4R3200 WJK (U9niR A Rve^Tj ta0«ii3 BS T^tataS 

n 050004 AUjreOTTffiW w £5 (P JQ*®O*}DCos0O»e59 5 RCodnmall 

12 400010- (XMBDNUP|3S3)n(MBCtev}JMBBrtay595 »PtaK*PJ» 

13 000600 SUEBE(S3)(D|IMnISeBdmlWlta494 I Ml 21 

14 0UN04 CRMBfMfftt IP) EMiz^Qubb) JEeny394 Stater IBB 

15 204m GOSME<B9(NHalKnot4 JHe0mai393 Ntataal 

16 23004 !XmE0SCH(5Gra(V0reMdDNdBb391 Ww O oum 7 

17 0511246 AKRIBINBIBWIIEnmin(GUEn0an0RUdUtar4813-JBM*y(7)4 

IB 004360 M»rniBnW(q(rja«Rltenn3B13 __PsSBMdto m l0 

19 640503 NAUGRrrfmDL(USA)(4H0]{CbkrGRBtah|PBea4Bll{Bai) — IFERnMV 

20 302442 DtetlLECmWStalnoor'twaBQt WTEaaedi¥4810-_ KBM23 

21 610000 BUBBMfiRBMinp9(nnh!PMonBiUMF6adhr48eLPteUkir38V 

22 690246 DBfiSa (231(09) IMS JmaHnM DerosSniOi 1286 AQtemeSI 

23 WM005 J0nrSEJW(21}(RJD0Mei)MHress>ab385 SDommBB 

24 204060 WnWNLQS) nCtaQtnSooqg) ASt*BB'4B5 BDOjteS 

-24dactatad- 

BETHN& 7-1 iteo0lyBtet, 6-1 BaatP,H)-lDgpa n a> B , n oroiB Oscar, 12-1 NsjawLAa dta WRlt- 
Mi,lMdta 

ISBSc Damban U 8 8 K Mon 12-1 (taiys SkuSO 24 on 

FORM GUDE 

SAPPU 3 MM C . Issey wefl h a ndcapped. He has won better races than fits end hteDon- 
casror rut behind Supnse Meson (eased when held) a fbrtrt0it ogi wus hre first fcr three 
months. P« Eddery far Btastetatf Ormreflor also tales the eye and tttis ffWrtg is back to 
Its tatost wmtng trip (made b 0 when reemg wide at Windsor) alter ntsaquont tuns wer 
firtter. ABwWteltau has a moderate drew, but he was a decent iurortte and looted an 
urtucky laser 80 |nst Oomiette Quea at Yamaoudi last week on tfe first sort far pt anah- 
er new tramer. Densben 04 oner flora a tow draw to win this last year, and a low drew beet 
hfen whan anempong the seder double hero bn time out Drawn at Die mkUe today. He 
may be tbuna wamtafiitiis ane. Should Die pace tre tan cnou0t an the ter side - and the 
pacey Another Niginnae a o*r there- Own Pmpte Mn m or fce (drawn teea) could figtre 

on ftte return tmm a rest, espectay ns Die ssaMa want close in ms race last year tMh a 
tmee-jeur-oW. Kannouy (drawn trei)seemad to nn wel at the wei^tts In a Sandoan 

Oaoner. but tteopped a»sy a onTtmsdajt Ba te eBcm: SAPOIBOME 


f o'hhl STANLEY RACKS HANDICAP (CLASS C) £^7DO added 
I ~ AUU l lm4f Penalty VMue£8J58 

1 056460 GIBE PMH (BSN (19)109 ObalarTpotPamtnlsdJWb 7 100 I Mama 7 

2 363000 SHMX)lfllEADBt(B9)(D)(JamssBbcMm4CE&rtai5910 RtaflMS 

3 221-246 BDU9E0FMC»(94(ShdMMcharnnBtSLCUiurt3g8 L Dettori 10 

4 3005m OTIDE^a2D(4O)(]PMAJWCooK)MPa0Ha497 WHoBckU 

5 401010 1MCEHBlIY(22)DIV(mll9SIHaia397 6 talar 14 

6 3033K SEOErSBBBCE(23)in(ayn«QC'DKn«Dn495 Deal Mctawt 12 

7 412440 BlflLE CMMM (22) fB (tans W lane As) BHarti*y394 WEdtayl 

B 6641-00 BDOtteHT (14) IBey) ttesMfte*tey4 94 SC0ff(S)9 

9 IMmi SU8NUBU.p9)(DI(CCBuddq)MeMteatay693 AtetaaaX 

SO OSD-1 CHOg Saw (B8)(BMlllgTiwlcnJDffcftaton 3811 IHtUS 

11 WtWBn tCMMMtepMttft^irqpalfyRiwfcaR-nMWBnWIIll sum. « 

12 46204 BDKai}RteJ«PQn«H)JPtaB3811 M100BU33 

13 542632 CA IflOl WN C WP>Cte)BW)JL&re5810 K Man SB 

14 210120 «nni(H3UH(2q(P|0UBiGtate3ddNBllltegB489 TWi4 

15 002341 EXM8Din(IWU0ta}Ptara486(4a| a JFE**3 

-Sbclaud- 

BEimfc M taw Sterv M SU0* ML 74. Rn Ntak Sacral Santa, M. Cateter Ktafi lucs- 
aUB,lUrita 

U96: Ueroen 8mM* 3 fl 1 L Dean 9-2 SreV Hemed 16 on 
FORM GUDE 

TBACEABDJTY rea wWt cretflt dteplu bdne 6Bt out of the Ittafcap and the cut In ttta sound 
«dnt atop blm bom besting Stop Ataft k Sandnm on his previous start. Ea0e Canyon 
is a Mr hk-and-mbs, bur his length taunh to Beoer (Xter at Ascot m July puts Win bang ki 
tbe picase. House Of Mdme Ig a bit of a monKey and was goided after a moody run st 
Certtaridc in AptlL He was eroded to need flte coraebadt nst at Nawirario!! tat month, but 
whether the tftsadedopuaMn has Improwad his outlook wB be seen today. Sofar Mte has 
rw had Thar much racstg far a six-iwar-okl and may hawr more Improvefnert to coma after 
hro wins at RJpon an toraNy opposIlB sufeces. He rataa a big rival to me younflpr tatesda 
wtthhtasrayfngabBBy. flats dtate TRACEAMJ1Y 

STANLEY LEISURE PLC DREAM MLEHAMXCAP (CLASS D) 
£BflOO added lm 30yds Penalty Woo £4022 

1 314100 WM£ BUT (PUP) Sty ItauinG) A Bafey 7 10 d fiRriMfla 

2 204 1D0 mEAC8Il}mOiGuc0.CLate.MCataOBRIteren3913 RCodnM3 

3 UMOSl RmS(S||PGaDred4ltaLSDMs6912M IFEpaG 

4 506282 t»RMB»iWICa(2A(tatMABBhinbwy4910 LDsteriU 

5 454605 OSAJitf (7) (Us M 5 TewofrxnJ W G U lunsr 493 DEwaaaay(7)8 

B 00202 POteDta (34) (SkjteM RacsxLSS P Mi*an 398 MEdtaylO 

7 200660 BIAZE OF SONS (8) CD) (PBoocodg R Hmoon 496 RRq0sa9V 

8 050120 S0tmnBH(9)6BUMtadmJMtadeyB93 RFtawb(7)7 

9 441052 nBHP9aWM(7)(qgCMonriRFatwy892 ACcRawU 

10 5-00608 HUEROPEPK*) P4) (EteRactag tail C E^rtan 492 OOttaafiB 

u 001611 oii0»AuiiMrECtgfl<rs4j.rL&B39a tun 

12- 331 Jt*M*W5UMS&(17) (Sheta Wir*dSl**Xun) AS»ert3 90 M Marts 17 

13 330640 DRAB0MSBHCK(B5)(Bn(EtaMimlIHebaan) lbs J tat 3 813 IIW4& 

14 000000 RHDOMU2SI(13)n(KRtenetaineatR4 DNcMs4810 MaxBnowwS 

35 512200 HAS FBI p®*) W i rtaseort Raans CU4 M Maada 587 TStstemU 

16 3023m IXIEMtBllW(^|0)UEBft(9RHD6nstnl466 F4neb^l5 

17 052200 HMretB0CX8(SPA)(20)|U>yUtal)CroUWMan382 6 Cater 4 

18 316036 1KU« MXUUKX cm m tun Estate MJm3 81 BDrotoU 

-IBdsdarsd- 

BBHNBb4J. BtaysAteoroa, MtatataMest; 6-1 Mkta, taw, 7-1 B0r UntaM. <H 
CaanteHet Daoesr, 10-1 Mpte Bay, 12nl oBtora 
199&V8cws4913J7taHrB-l|PMBloi018ian 


FORM GUDE 

POMONA could bs the tetaaer for this after an anprorad nat when second to Q Factor m 
Die soft at Windsor- her second flood showing m Die mud. Jranabab Stmset Is another 
UjjTtty raced My open to I r nprouement. but she, alone with Courageous Dancer [unlucky 
against Hapta Bay at Pontefract) hasanouiade<kBWlDoicrcome.BtBBBOrSan(isade- 
centsortnhtabestandDaE0amdwiBbontasbuovBfterapnmBne9tcMmgina«t- 
sorwhen Bmenth.to Artful Dane at Nswtxjry last Sanxtiay. SatacthMC POMONA 

nfftin STANLEY SNOOKBt NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,750 
added 2YO Bf Penalty VbIdg £3jB23 

1 440 PEMassUNp2)(CheMfey[MSBdRHntan97 l.Datlari2 

2 331 DOVSIEASA) (74) (D) 9(4lxUUi] R Otettn 9 □ T Spate 7 

3 3642 rananpt^(w«a«^ 

4 44 1D0 OBOKSIUOM(13)(pAtaanBROMBlteitete811 KMmSV 

5 004 aaan«Brpt^|ayra»onh ra mnnBH 

6 006 wr0WCU)Uanwlbdie)RR«w87 ACMm4 

7 415444 ABS0)Cqi]SI(q |D)[I ENbey)PEiatt82 IFE0B3V 

8 ■46500 THADBB ACES (17) IP P B tfchaetert M Hell 81— HMea(7]9 

9 56m CM8RBHB(I3)IPonaiaTl«stmmiB5JlbBgdmBn. _Rtate8 

10 806260 mtAPONG (37](M W EasKity) M W Eattity 7 13 IFtate«10B 

-lOdsdarad- 

BEIIiia: 7-4 Oiyidta 5-lCtaofcaa B04. B-l Panataafcry 7-1 Ban lad. 8-1 Vsanywe. 10-1 W>- 
Rat Quail. 11 1 rttwii 

1095c Uanr M« 2 8 5 Rttatei 10030 (M Meade) 13 qai 
FORM GUDE 

DAYVULE Is Die one id be on after beating BUbiequem wkmcn MudSap and Berra Ridge 1 
on WoherhamptorA sand. The daudnarof D^jurts weS we 0 flEd ^nng 7ft fnm me mskl- 
en P a tm ia a b n . and rt the promised rain charts the pound. DaynCrt chance W be men 
bnghtBr. Charakea FBght b now Died in a vtsor teter being outpaced at Sharp tbC 5 race at 
Doncaster, in when race snfttemateCalntPta was barfly h a mpered when mrtong Ms ctail- 
lenga. Good Day has shown promwa vt (taoem martens, but the outsate draw just puts me 
offhinv Setacttu DAYVU 1 E 

[V on I STANLEY CASINO STAKES (CLASS C) £7300 added I 
lm 6f Pemdtv VMpe £5J67 

1 0321-33 COURrOFHOK)in(12qiPE5tacatePChga*tiyan4 91 _JRald2 ! 

2 na EDM0 RE (BS) (Toy Etas) P Hobbs 491 RHt«an4 \ 

3 W222-3 MOOMX{Uqmm0eihMDhmaiasSB)te59] PWBUsy5 

4 13132-60 P0UMF (US4) p7) (CO) 0teAh MatamaS J Gateat 5 9 1 L Dated 3 | 

5 30-6400 l*PW-DOISE(2tQ) {R taps) TlMri 4810 OUbtal 

-fldadanrt- 

BEntett Bmbs Hoonar, 94 Corot of Rawor, 84. PabaiL 20-1 Edpo Ro, 60-1 Dp Da IMato 
1995c New Reptanat 4 9 6 M Hte 2-1 (8 HO 8 tan 

FORM GUDE 

COURT OF HONOUR was D«d to Oassc Ctate and Shate 0 c Choce at Die Ybrishire Cup. 
Not gpad enoi0t against Dottes Trigger in the Sa^ro Stakes 11 days tator, Ckturt Of Hon- 
our can bounce back lodqr and beat Hoanax. The gttund carwiot be soft enou 0 t lor Moon- 
«, who is reponetfly tanr his rejury problems. Not seen once hs mud to Spout in the John 
Rater Stakes in April, Moonax Is probably n kne fbr another tat at Die Pita Royte-Oak neu 
month [he won that race m 1994). and on strict farm btes watt Soate 0 c Choice, he comes 
out better Qian Court Honour on Ms tash St lafisr head defeat, so It promises to a dose- 
iui aftate. With two runs last month Pottaaf could haw Die edge an Itaness over the amor 
pair. He had a stttTtnsk irt the wajjas at Chester l®t nme and he world be m wtti a nesl 
shout tnfey tf Pwrodudng Ms bead-second to Double Triggar In Ascots Sagoo Sokes last 
year - ha final scat fer Heny Ceci. Setoddoo: COUTT OF HONOUR 
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sport 



Ajax and Rangers fail to raise the roof at home 


As one roof opens, another one 
shuts. While the sky is again Lbe 
limit for Manchester United's 
aspiring fans, the heavens 
closed on Ajax and Rangers on 
Wednesday, literally and 
metaphorically. 

In Amsterdam, Ajax began a 
new epoch by closing the roof 
on then new stadium to host the 
firsi major indoor football match 
in Europe. However, after years 
of playing progressive football 
in antiquated grounds, they 
found themselves playing a dat- 
ed game in a high-tech arena. 

RaDgers’ home defeat to 
Auxerre was not as startling as 
Ajar's loss to Grasshopper 
Zurich but it was sliUsurprising- 
In its wake Rangers, like Celtic, 


are contemplating the tartan 
ceiling - the invisible, but very 
real barrier to their dreams. 

Whiter Smith, the Rangers 
manager, spoke of dominaliqg; 
the game and putting in lots of 
effort but, tellingly, he also 


break Auxeire down and gave 
away bad goals. Not hat The first 
was down to ^ defen dingThe 
second gaal was diabolical, head- 
ed in from a corner by the only 
Auxerre player in the six-yard 
box. There were five Rangers 
men and a goalkeeper near Iran, 
not one defender marked him. 

It was unforgivably sloppy, 
the product of poor concentra- 
tion brought about by the Glas- 
gow pair’s domestic superiority. 


Rangers have won every game 
this season - except the two in 
the Champions’ League. Celtic 
are unbeaten in 36 league 
games-but lost home and away 
to Hamburg. 

In Scotland, they stroll 
through every match except 
the Ola Firm derby- and these 
rumbustious affairs are hardly 
preparation for European cat- 
ancf mouse. Having won eight 
titles in a row, and spent miDians 
on foreign players. Rangers 
must wonder what more they 
can do to improve the team 
within its present confines. They 
will now redouble their efforts 
to create a British League, or 
a European one. 

One might contend that 


Glenn Moore looks back at mixed 
fortunes this week for Europe’s 6lite 
in the Champions’ League 


Baggio on the bench, crushed 
Rosenborg Ttondfaeim away 
with the white-booted Marco Si- 


Ajax, too, have had little do- 
mestic opposition - until this 
season. But the Dutch game is 
not so different from the pan- 
European one, and the bulk of 
their players have had the ben- 
efit of playing together under 
the guise of the national side. 

. Now, however, they have 
been hit by the Bosnian effect. 
Michael Reiziger, Edgar 
Davids, Finidi George and 
Nwanku Kami were sold - the 
first two on free transfers- dur- 
ing the summer. Patrick Kluiv- 
ert and Peter Hoekstra are 


injured and the goals have dried 
up - just six in nine domestic . 
and Champions’ League games. 

Even then they could field 
five core members of the Dutch 
Euro 96 side, plus Mark Over- 
mans, Brazil’s Marrio Santos 
and Jari Litmanen. Yet, be- 
moaned Ronald de Boer, “we 
started to play in an un-Ajax-Hke 
way, with the long ball’’. Ajax 
now meet Rangers, under the 
roof, on 16 October. - 

Europe’s other aristocrats, 
Milan and Juventus, were hap- 
pier. Milan, with Roberto 


morte scoring three and making 
one. Juventus eased past Fener- 
bahge - though not without 
alarm, the links hitting the 
post late oil. 

The most impressive per- 
formers so for have been Por- 
to, a side largely built by Bobby 
Robson before his summer 
move to Barcelona. Having won 
in Milan they dissected IFK 
Gothenburg on Wednesday, 
winning 2-1 out dominating the 
match. They are in line to face 
United in the quarter-finals - if 
United qualify. Thai looks more 
likely now thin it did a fortnight 
ago. The swagger returned to 


United’s game on Wednesday. 
Restored to then customary 

shape, and willed <m by Old Traf- 

fbrd, they had Rapid Vienna 
beaten inside half an hour. 

But there were stfll enough 
nervous moments at the back to 
justify Alex Ferguson's contin- 
ued pursuit of Miguel Angel 
NadaL In attack Ole Gtmnar 
Solsfcjaer missed too many 
dances -compare his strike rate 
toAJen Boksic. Yet the Nor- 
wegian is young, and learning 
fast Ferguson admitted he has 
been a bonus. With a centre- 
forward needed to bring the best 
from Cantona and his midfield 
cohorts, and Andy Cole as in- 
ept as ever, Solskjaer could 
have a crucial role to play. 


“Hehassuch quick feet," said 
Eric Cantona, adding: "he re- 
minds me of jean-Pierre Papin- 
It is important to have a play- 
er like that The result in Turm 
fthe 1-0 loss to Juventus] was 
not good — but the pexfor- ^ 

mance was not as bad as some Wr 

people have said. Tbnigftt we 

showed we can play vexy well ai 

this level. If we play like we 
know nobody can follow us.” 

Mais non, monsieur. What 
Wednesday actually showed 
was that United are extremely 

powerful at home -but we knew 

that Now they must repeat 
Wednesday ruin's performance 
away - possibly without Roy 
Keane - in Istanbul, against 
Fenerbahge, on 16 October. 


i*li 


tiis 


United closing in 


on Nadal deal 


Barcelona last night appeared to 
leave Lhc way clear for Man- 
chester United to successfully 
conclude their pursuit of Miguel 
Angel Nadal, writes Glenn 
Moore. The Spanish interna- 
tional defender was left on the 
bench for their European Cup- 
Winners* Cup tie against Lar- 
naca in Cyprus. Provided he 
does not come on as a substitute, 
he would still be available for 
Champions* League matches. 

The Barcelona manager, 
Bobby Robson, speaking to 
The Independent from Cyprus, 
said: “He is in my [first choice] 
team but 1 did not want to play 
him in this match, then he is not 
cup-tied in terms of European 
football. 

“He might go. but 1 do not 
want him to. He is very impor- 
tant to us, an outstanding play- 
er. I do not want to strengthen 
someone elses team and weak- 
en mine,** Robson then added, 
tellingly, “unless the money 
turns our heads. 

“At the moment they [Man- 
chester United] are offering 
reasonable money but we would 
rather have the player. He is 
even better than I thought I 
knew he was a good player but 
when you work with someone 
you see their quality." 

United have been chasing 
Nadal - who was outstanding 
against England in Euro 96 
(until he missed the cruriai 


penalty) foT weeks. Spanish 
newspapers claim an original of- 
fer of £2. 4m has been raised to 
£35m. 

Martin Edwards, the United 
chairman, said yesterday the 
onus was on Barcelona, while 
the player insisted he wanted to 
join United. 

Nadal would not be eligible 
to play in Europe until the 
spring - which is especially un- 
fortunate in view of an ankle in- 
jury, sustained on Wednesday, 
which may rule Ronny Johnsen 
out for a month. There was bet- 
ter news of another United an- 
kle, Phil Neville’s, which has 
recovered enough from an op- 
eration for him to plan a come- 
back for the reserves on 5 
October. 


West Ham hope to complete 
the loan signing of Hugo Por- 
firio, who played for Portuffd in 
Euro 96, from Sporting Lisbon 
later todav. 


The Coventry City manager, 
Ron Atkinson, and his assistant 
Gordon Strachan have re- 
quested personal hearings to an- 
swer disrepute charges brought 
against than by the football As- 
sociation. Both demonstrated 
with officials following Chelsea’s 
disputed first goal by the French 
sweeper, Frank Leboeut in last 
month's 2-0 defeat at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Leeds United's Swedish in- 
ternational Tomas Brolin looks 


set for dear-thertir talks inabid 
to heal his rift with the Pre- 
miership dub. The 26-year-old’s 
agent, Lais Peterson, yesterday 
admitted Brolin could play for 
the dub again following George 
Graham's appointment as man- 
ager. The £4 striker, who 
joined Leeds from Parma 10 
months ago, fell from grace 
with the former Leeds manag- 
er, Howard Wilkinson. 

Arsine Wenger, who offi- 
cially takes over as the Arsenal 
manager on Monday, hinted 
yesterday that George Weah, 
the Milan striker, is not on his 
shopping list: “If I decide to sign 
new people this season I would 
like to bnng in young players of 
22, 23 - something like that,” 
Wenger said. . 

The Middlesbrough manag- 
er, Bryan Robson, has dis- 
missed claims that he played a 
' weakened team in Ms side's 
Coca-Cote Cup tie at Hereford 
this week. Robson, reacting to 
the prospect of a Football 
League inquiry, said he would 
explain that some of his players 
were unavailable and he was not 
prepared to risk long-term in- 
juries. 

The Professional Footballers’ 
Association wiQ send out ballot 
forms to its Nationwide League 
members today seeking support 
for strike action over its tefevi- 
son income dispute with the 
Football League. 



Matteo’s toil 


finally turns 


to fulfilment 



Guy Hodgson on the Anfield defender 
whose tenacity has brought reward 



Keane is Ireland doubt 


Roy Keane looks certain to 
miss the Republic of Ireland’s 
World Cup qualifying match 
against Macedonia at Lans- 
downe Road on 9 October. 

Just minutes after the Re- 
public's manager. Mick Mc- 
Carthy, had named Keane in his 
20-man squad in Dublin, news 
filtered through that the mid- 
fielder had suffered a dead-leg 
during Manchester United’s 
Champions* League victory over 
Rapid Vienna on Wednesday. 

“It’s a big disappointment for 
us. Roy was really looking for- 
ward to this game. He wanted 
to perform well and show what 
type of player he is at interna- 
tional level," McCarthy said. 

It has been a frustrating time 
for Keane since being sent off 
when acting captain in the final 
minute of the 2-0 defeat by Rus- 
sia in Dublin on 27 March. Since 
then he has missed eight suc- 


cessive internationals through 
suspension, injuries and a con- 
troversial decision to absent 
himself from the Republic's 
end-of-season friendlies. 

Brian McAlister has been 
called up by Scotland for their 
World Cup qualifying group 
four matches in Latvia and Et- 
stonia on S and 9 October. The 
uncapped Wimbledon defender 
once had to go to New Zealand 
to kki-start his career, but he has 
now forced his way into the 
World Cup plans of Scotland's 
coach, Craig Brown. 

Another newcomer to the 
squad is the Aberdeen striker 
Billy Dodds, Britain's top scor- 
er this season with 14 goals, and 
there was a recall for Paul 
Lambert, once of Motherwell 
but now playing in Germany for 
Borussia Dortmund. 

A pen-friend of Brown's in 
England helped McAllister; the 


German national roach, Berti 
Vogts, recommended Lambert; 
goals were enough for Dodds. 

Brown, who is without Ever- 
tou’s Duncan Ferguson but has 
named several players with fit- 
ness doubts - Stuart McCall, Ally 
McCoist and Tbsh McKmiay. 



REPUBLIC OF IRQAND SQUAD (World Cop 
CHKTB<htyg to cadnria. Laet Huw m Road, 
DotOi, 9 Oototo«): A K«W (ShgHIM UUO. «*- 
an (BtoCMxinu. train (Manchester utd), Babb 


(LMrpoofl.KMm (Btodtoun), HandMIMM- 

dlestwougft, Breen [Birmingham), Harts 
(Leeds), antktgham IWfrnDleabnj, Staunton 
(Aston tffflo), Townsend lAston VWI, Haem 
(Manchester unfl. HongMoo (Crystal Pataca), 



McUxnfhBn {Portsmouth), McAtaer (Uuw- 
poo(>, Moore (MidcflwtroutfV, OT\WS (Non**). 


Aldridge nranmerel. Cncmino [ManeMel. D 
Ketfr (Sundortand). 


SCOTLAND SQUAD (World Cup Grant Fow * 
Latvia. Risk S October M « Est o nia . 
Tamm. 9 October): Boyd (Cette). Barley 
(ChebeaV. Caktonmod (Tottenham). CoOns 
i Monacal. Dodd* i Aberdeen). Dnrte (Rangers), 
ftdtochta (BlacWxtt). OeremB (Namng ta m for- 
est). Qoaam (Rangm), Hendry EL»*umj. Jack- 
■on (Hbemtanl. Jm» l&wentry), Lambert 



M nA M rtsr iQwen- 
McCaJI (Rangers). McOrtat (RangwSI. T 
' y (Gttcl. B McMtWay (BtecMUBn). Mc- 
(CriUcL Hwnca (Cnr*»tt.WWnr<Afr 

aoeen). Whyte (MsMesbrough). 


Injuries at Liverpool have given Dominic Matteo his chance 


Photograph: Empire 


It is probably fair to say that if 
Liverpool had chosen to trans- 
fer Dominic Matteo during the 
s limm er, barely anyone in Mer- 
seyside would have been sur- 
prised or even cared too much. 
He was a nearly man, a player 
who had not fulfilled his 
promise, someone whose route 
to the first team seemed blocked 
by expensive buys and an ex- 
travagance of defensive riches. 

Matteo, who was selected 
for Glen Hoddle's England 
squad for the World Cup qual- 
ifier against Poland on 9 Octo- 
ber, was so surplus to Anfield 
requirements he made only five 
League appearances last season 
and did not last 90 minutes on 
two of those occasions. Given 
that his manager, Roy Evans, is 
.more loath than most to bring 
on substitutes, the implication 
seemed obvious. 

Yet the Liverpool manage 
perceived qualities in the Dum- 
fries-bom player who is more 
likely to be seen in the Anfield 
press box looking for a place to 
at than on the pitch. “Tie played 
in my first match [at Norwich in 
February 1994] and we waited 
and waited for him to mature," 
Evans said. “Last year we must 
have had 30 offers to take him 
on loan but we refused them all 
because we felt he had some- 
thing he is now showing." 

Matteo, whose mother and 
father are English and h is 
grandparents Italian, moved to 
England early in his life and was 
rootled while he was at Christ 
the King School, Southport. 
He joined the sLaff as a teenag- 
er and apart from a short loan 
spell with Sunderland, where he 
played one game, he has been 
there since. “The staff here 
have been excellent to me," 
Matteo said yesterday. "I owe 
it all to them. There was a time 
when I wondered where I was 
heading, bui they told me to 
keep at it and it shows that if 
you stick at things, it pays off. 

It was his keenness to toil and 
his unflappability which im- 
pressed Graeme Souness, who 
gave Matteo his debut in 


October 1993, shortly after 
blooding another youngster, 
Robbie Fbwier. “He’s an hon- 
est player who likes to go for- 
ward,” he said of the young 
defender. “His whole approach 
to the game is refreshing.*’ 

Whether be would have gone 
stale in the reserves is a matter 
of conjecture, but he has been 
discovered this season almost by 
accident. A rash of injuries 
which have sidelined John 
Scales, Neil Ruddock, Rob 
Jones and Steve Harkness at 
various rimes gave the 6ft lin 
22-year-old defender his chance 
and a steady run in the first team 
as a stand-in sweeper has un- 
covered an authority that hith- 
erto had been missing . 

Indeed, his performance in 
the 5-1 rout of Chelsea on Sat- 


urday was possibly his best yeL 
Defensively, he was sound but 


Defensively, he was sound but 
what probably caught the 
watching Hoddle's eye was his 
part in Liverpool's second goal. 
Sweepers in England, to the na- 
tional manager’s regret, tend 
not to advance in the conti- 
nental manner, yet when Mat- 
teo intercepted a pass from 
Franck Leboeuf he shot forward 
like a midfield player. 

Normally, central defenders 
cannot get rid of the ball quick- 
ly enough in this situation - his 
colleague PhD Babb comes to 
mind in this context - but he 
waited until the last moment, 
drawing the opposition rear- 
guard before releasing Patrik 
Berger. A moment earlier and 
the visitors might have recov- 
ered, but the pass was timed to 
perfection and the Czech strik- 
er had a free run on goal. 

As Evans says, Matteo has to 
prove himself over a season, not 
just eight games, alihough Hod- 
dle feels he has seen enough. 
“He’s been in superb form. 
I've watched him three times 
and so has John Gorman. Every 
scout has come back with marks 
of nine out of ten." The Eng- 
land manager, rather than his 
Scotland or Italian counter- 
part, has taken notice, perhaps 
Merseyside will cotton on, too. 





Maradona falls out with 
his talkative ‘friends’ 


Diamonds draw some 


consolation at the gate 
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Diego Maradona, as ever, is in 
the news. The fallen Argentine 
hero is now threatening legal ac- 
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hero is now threatening legal ac- 
tion against some of the coach- 
es, footballers and agents who 
agreed to be interviewed for the 
book Hand of God, which is a 
chronicle of his ever-contro- 
versial career. 

“The author [journalist Jim- 
my Bums] S reaDy out of order," 
Maradona said this week in 
Spain, where be is continuing his 
mug rehabilitation. “Those who 
have spoken about me in the 
book are going to get into real 
trouble." Among the contribu- 
tors to the book attacked by Ma- 
radona are Cesar Menotti and 
Carlos Bilardo, the coaches of 
the Argentine teams that won 
the WOrid Cup in 1978 and 1986. 
U I don't want them to speak in 
a book that does not say good 
things about me." Maradona 
said. “If these are my friends, I 
prefer to have enemies." 

Back in Buenos Aires on 
Wednesday, an Argentine po- 
lice drug squad raided Mara- 
dona’s club, Boca Juniors, the 
Argentine Football Associa- 
tion offices, and a sports train- 
ing centre where football match 
drug tests are examined. 



them to success in the Nabiscn 
Cup f the J.Lcague Cup) final on 
Wednesday with a penalty 
shoot-out win over Verdy Ka- 
wasaki, following a 3-3 draw af- 
ter extra lime. “1 was nervous 
throughout the match, in which 
we gave all we had.” a happy 
Ardlles said. 
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The records seized included 
those of the tests done two 
months ago on Maradona and 
a DcportiYo Espanol player, 
Martin Vargas. There was an 
outcry when Maradona was 
shown to be “clean” but Vargas 
was not. The sports newspaper 
El Gmfico asked: “How can it 
be that Vargas tests positive 
while Maradona, who recog- 
nises he is an addict does not?" 


Lisbon's Stadium of Light, 
which has a capacity of 120.(XK), 
drew a “crowd" of 300 for a 
Uefa Cup tie on Tuesday. The 
home team were not Etcnficu 
but Boavisla. who had been 
banned by Uefa from using 
their own ground in Porto. 
They lost 2-1 to the Danish side, 
Odense, but progressed on the 
awoy-gnals rule. 


Cyprus 


Japan 


Another former Argentine 
World Cup winner, Osvaldo 
Ardiles, is enjoying happier 
times. The fanner Tottenham 
and Newcastle manager is now 
coach of the Japanese dub, Shi- 
mizu S-Pulse. and he guided 


A referee had to flee a stadium 
in an ambulance after abandon- 
ing a match between Qmnnia Ni- 
cosia and Salamina Famagusta 
last weekend. Costas Kapitanis 
was attacked tty fans incensed at 
his dismissal of an Omnniu play- 
er, and jumped into an ambu- 
lance waiting to take a Salamina 
player to hospital. 


Rupert Metcalf 


Times have changed for both 
Rush den & Diamonds and Ste- 
venage Borough. The latter’s 
last visit to Nenc Park was in 
1984, when they lost 2-0 to 
Irlhlingborough Diamonds in a 
United Counties League fixture. 
On Tuesday. Stevenage re- 
turned to a much-changed sta- 
dium as defending champions 
and current leaders of the GM 
Vauxhall Conference. 

John Ugbah’s first-half goal 
ensured maximum points for 
Stevenage and maintained their 
two-point lead at the top of the 
table. Rushdert, who have failed 
to live up lo their pre-season tag 
of championship challengers, re- 
main just one point clear of a 
relegation place. They will have 
been heartened hy Tuesday's 
crowd of 3,288. the best of the 
season in the Conference, but 
dismayed by record signing 
Carl Alford's early dismissal for 
violent conduct. 

Kidderminster Harriers 
claimed second place from 
Slough Town, who were held at 
home by Kettering, thanks to a 
3-0 win at struggling Bath City, 
in which Lee Hughes, the 
league's lop scorer, hit his 10th 


goal of the season. After a hat- 
trick agonist Rushden last Sat- 
urday, Clive Wilker. the former 
Chelsea forward, scored his 
fourth goal in two games for 
Woking in a 1-1 home draw 
against Dover, for whom David 
Lewonhy struck his fourth goal 
against Woking this season. 

StaJybridge Celtic, bottom 
of the Conference, yesterday 
named the former Northwich 
and Southport manager. Brian 
Kettle, as the new man in 
charge at Bower Fold. The for- 
mer Liverpool full-back re- 
places Peter Wragg. who 
resigned earlier this month. 

In the Icis League, the new- 

lv.nmwirti A jl i— - ■ - _ 


on Tuesday, thanks to a last- 
minute winner from Dave 
Matthews, to go level on points 
wi th Yeovil at the top of the Pre- 
mier Division. In ihe other 
inference feeders, Leek Town 

JF.k, PV ,nls c,ear at top 

oMhc UmBond League while 
Gloucester City and Gresley 

iK,, V ^ rS w are the lead ership of 
thi. Dr Martens League 
Newport AFC, bottom of 
the Dr Martens Premier Drvi- 

Si Sac £* d lheir manager, 
Graham Rogers, and his assis- 
tant. Linden Jones, on Monday. 
Nigel Vaughan, the former 


Newport County, Wolves and 
Vrales midfielder, has been pro- 
moted from the playing ranks 
to take temporary charge at the 
Gwent dub. 

Newport can take a break 
from their league struggles 
when they visit Bath in theFA 

Cup second qualifying round to- 

morro^Hewbri^e have what 
should be a hectic Essex derby 
at home to Chelmsford City, 
white Aldershot Town mart 
make do without their latest re- 
cruit at Dover. 

The Shots fielded Nefl Webb 
the fonner Nottingham Forest 
and England midfielder, in last 
bend’s 5-2 Icis League win 
over Whyteleafe. Webb turned 

out as a favour for Aldershot's 

manager Steve WIgley, once his 
team-mate at the City Ground, 
but he is seeking a return to 
League football and does not 

SSI!— b 5 c ? me Cu P~ried. 

Webh ininf»ri cl... *■ 


,,, , , . . up-iiea. 

™* bj0 “e<! the Shots after a 
short spell with Gnmsby Town. 
A memorial service «xn i 


i . . . — wwa 

A memorial service wifi be 
held in Macclesfield this morn- 
ing for Arthur Jones, who was 
chairman of Macclesfield Town 
when they won the Confer- 
ence in 1995 and the FA Trophy 
last season. Jones, who was 50 
was found dead at his businessj 
premises m the Cheshire towj 
test Thursday. jjR 
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Harrington 

has round 
of his life 


Golf 


1 s toil 
turns 
I merit 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Kill, Co Kildare 

A typically Irish day at the 
S ram-fit European Open. Sun- 
shine, rainstorms, a gusting 
wind and clouds, the colour of 
the local black stuff, that proved 
more threatening than Open 
champion Tom Lehman or 
money list rivals Colin Mont- 
gomerie and Ian Woosnam. 
Niclas fasth admitted to having 
a “slow summer", while teeto- 
taller Padraig Harrington won 
a year's supply of whiskey. 

Harrington, rolled in a 40-foot 
putt on the 18th green (his 
ninth) for an eagle. Anyone 
with a three at the last earns two 
cases of Jameson Whiskey. Any- 
v one scoring the rarity of an al- 
1 batross wins the Jameson 1720 
five-man raring yacht, worth 
£25,000, currently anchored in 
the lake on the hole. Gary Clark 
thought he had when his ap- 
proach shot rolled over the edge 
of the hole. 

Five birdies in addition to the 
eagle gave Harrington a seven- 
under 65. Should that remain 
the new K Gub course record, 
he will also receive the £3,000 
Johnnie Vfolfcer award. “As the 
ball was travelling towards the 
hoie," Harrington said of the 
putt at 18, “a brgsmile appeared 
on ray caddie’s face. John 
O'Reilly will appreciate the 
whiskey more than his boss. 
“He’ll be getting his share, I 
don’t drink at alL I may look as 
though I do, but I don’t" 

Just occasionally, he sound- 
ed as if be does. “IVe never 


came dose to breaking 70 on his 
course,” he said. “Except when 
I shot 69 in the pro-am yester- 
day.” A year ago, in his first pro- 
fessional event after playing in 
the winning GB&I Walker Cup 
team at Royal Pbrthcawl, Har- 
rington shot a 77. The difference 
he puts down to being 30-40 
yards longer off the tee. “I 
didn't change my swing to 
achieve this," he aid. “I just 
changed my timing. And 1 tried 
to stop hitting it so hard.” 

Fiasth, who finished a shot be- 
hind the Irishman, concentrat- 
ed his mind against the 
elements in the knowledge that 
only two tournaments remain 
after this for him to secure his 
tour card for next year. While 
Harrington is in the running 
with Raymond Russell and 
Thomas Bjorn for the rookie 
.award, and Monty and Woosie 
are battling at the top of the 
money list, it is a different sto- 
ry down in the lower reaches. 

Fastb needs to be in the lop- 
115 on the money list, but is cur- 
rently 147th. with £28037, and 
has not made a cut, in eight at- 
tempts, since June. 

Between them, Lehman, 
Woosnam and Montgomerie 
got little going yesterday. The 
first two returned 74s. Monty 
was one better 

■ Four members of Europe's 
beaten Solheim Cup side shook 
off their woes in the opening 
round of the German Open in 
Hamburg yesterday. Scotland's* 
Dale Reid shot a 68 with Lisa 
Hackney, Joanne Morley and 
Marie-Laure de Lorenzi ail on 
69, to stay in touch of the 
leader, Maria Hjorth, on 67. 



Whip hand: A competitor takes the reins during the Prix St George at the British National Dressage Championships at Addington yesterday 


Anni MacDonald-HaD looks all 
set for a return to the British 
team after filling the top two 
places, on Invincible and In- 
trepid, in yesterday’s Prix St 
George at the British Nation- 
al Dressage Championships, 
writes Genevieve Murphy Both 
are six-year-old Dutch-bred 
horses, whose wonderful pres- 
ence and movement could take 
them right to the top. 

MacDonald-HaJl had the 
desperate misfortune to lose 
her two top horses through col- 
ic in 1992. Since then she has 


MacDonald-Hall’s top-class double 


been bringing on young hors- 
es and she has made a fine job 
of it with the help of her Dutch 
trainer, Bert Rutten. 

It has not all been plain-sail- 
ing. Anyone who foils off a 
horse at Rntten’s yard is ex- 
pected to buy cakes all round 
and MacDonald-Hall reckons 
that the tradition has cost her 
a small fortune. 

However, starting from 


scratch is now paying divi- 
dends. Both horses are ex- 
pected to start grand prix 
contests next year - in good 
time to be considered for the 
1998 World Equestrian Games 
in Ireland. 

Further encouragement for 
the future of British dressage 
came from Ferdi Eilberg, who 
won the Medium Champi- 
onship on the lovely mare. 


Broadstone Warianka, and 
Carl Hester, who took the Ad- 
vanced Medium on Donner- 
song. Hester is arguably the 
best dressage rider in tiheaxm- 
try. 

In terms of presence and 
power, Dqpneisong is the best 
horse he has ridden since Gior- 
gione, with whom he managed 
a 16th place finish at the 1992 
Olympus. 


This six-year-old stallion, 
was a thoroughly, recalcitrant 
youngster, but yesterday his 
natural exuberance was con- 
tained. “This was only bis fifth 
show and he’d never seen flags 
or pots of flowers around an 
arena before, but he was real- 
ly good,” Hester said. 

Donnersong will start com- 
peting in grand prix in 1998 and 
Hester is determined to be in 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


the team for the Sydney 
Olympics in the year 2000 
“come what may”. On yester- 
day's showing, it could well be 
the best British dressage team 
ever seen. 

BHTISH NOTIONAL DRESSAGE CHAMPION- 
SHIPS (Addtagboo, Bodra): Me St Gangn: 
llnwrcfcie (A MaeDonaU-Hafl) 69B1 percent 
2 intraoid {A MacDonatd-Haf; 67.07 per aenc 


3 Keystone foots fS Davies) 66TM per cert. 
Iledhaa ChwptonoWp: X Broadstone Wan- 
Brt® {F Stag 70.0 per cent 2 Brad IS 
PlkMSl SBJ9 pereme 3 Azat IC 609? 

percent M en— d hta fc 1 Keysrane Fawn- 
er (S Daws) 67.13 per cert; 2 Banolto ID Ho© 
G&B2 pet Cent 3 lesal Democrat |C Hesien 
66-15 per cant. Mamed Madtac l Don- 
neitang (C Hester) 69.71 per cent 2 ftnr (P 
Huftare 6a® per cere: 3 Femendo IH Esbeaar) 
6&S8 percent. 


Britain’s trepidation 



ft Rugby League 

' DAVE HADFIELD • 
reports from Lae 


It is no insult to a determined 
group of . players 10 say that 
Great Britain are approaching 
the Test match against Papua 
New Guinea tomorrow with 
some trepidation, not knowing 
what .to expect from either the 
Opposition or the crowd. The 
■ " named yesterday by Phil 

eiwhhits eight new Great 
itain caps, is Jow on interoa- 
f tional experience and, despite 
i thorough preparation, uncertain 
£ of what awaits’ them here, 
f Even- in the beat and bu- 
’ mtdityof Papua New Guinea’s 
second city, the Lions should 
win, but some of their younger 
players could be excused for 
fearing that if their opponents 
do notgetihem, the spectators 
will Despite the entire police 
foittofAftTIagen being draft- 
ed in for the first game on 
for instance, the 
Tony Kuni, was still al- 
ly an irate local official 
volatility that makes 
such an adventure 
makes the espenence 
who have seen it be-. . 
“I found it 
when I first came 
Betts said. “Now . 
take it in my stride.” 
Bobbie Goulding 


are the only players in the start- 
ing line-up who have played a 
Tfest here and so much will de- 
pend on bow the newcomers 
cope with. the. unique . almost . 
pbere of tjie game in Papua 
NewGuihea. Larder has had 
few qualms about giving two of 
them, the St Helens* winger 
Joey Hayes and the Wigan prop 
Tfcriy O'Connor, their first taste 
of international rugby in these 
demanding circumstances. 

Hayes. 20, has won a Tfest 
place after a long-term ham- 
string injury. His powerful, com- 
pact frame and speed off the 
mark make him the nearest 
thing to Jason Robinson that the 
Lions have on this lour and he 
will be expected to play a simi- 
lar role to the ahsent Wgan wing 
by helping out his forwards in 
their own 25. O’Connor has 
been, in Larder’swords, “the un- 
sung hero of the Wigan pack”. 
“Whenever I speak to Wigan 
players they teD me he has been 
their most important forward,” 
Larder said. “He might not al- 
ways be noticed, but he's always 
there, giving 100 per cent” 

The others in the starting side 
who have never played in a Test 
for Great Britain are the Welsh 
lestyn Harris and Ketron 
and the Sheffield 
Paul BroadbenL 
Three of the four substitutes are 
also new to Tfest rugby: Tbny 
Smith, of Castleford, the Welsh 
forward, Rowland Phillips, and 


the 19-year-old Paul Scufthoipe. 
At the other end, the durable 
Daryl Powell is in line to win his 
29th Great Britain cap after an 
outstanding dispiay.at MtHa-. 
gra in mid-week. 

"The Papua New Guinea 
coach. Bob Bennett, hrotberof 
the illustrious Wayne Bennett of 
Brisbane Broncos, has also fi- 
nalised his team. With four 
players, including the brilliant 
scrum-half and ra ptam, Adrian 
Lam, based in Australia and 
two, Hull KR’s Stanley Gene 
and Marinis Bai of Hud, in the 
side, the Kumuls have more in- 
ternational know-how than at 
any stage in their history. 

.Brare Ub also drawing on the 
maximum bulk by fielding four 
players whose natural position 
is prop, including Raymond 
Karl, of Mendi, whose career 
was interrupted recently by an 
eight-month suspension for his 
role in a rioL Great Britain hope 
that neither he nor they will be 
involved in another tomorrow. 

PAPUA M3V GUINEA: S4o lb*). Mops 
Hagpn), Bad MATsia Dae). Gcwto IMt Ha- 
ger) . Qdjb (Hut HRI, Ian (Sydney Qtyl, ICsrf 
IMentfij, Patyo (Cantonal, Kind fiaej. 
WHbH (Cancena), Yar OtenD. Maman- 
dtogwanW.S MW tertscgMgfanaawL 
iMentfi). Balia {Pm 


TW lUt Hagprt. I 
Moms ti/>. 

GREAT BSmUft 
(St Hum), 
lens}. 
tort, 

list Helens). 


oo» (Baflor®, Hppe* 
nmMWgmi. Hoots fSS He- 
(Sj Helens). Hauls (Warm* 
ISt HehflSl. (TCoonor flngirj. 


fetd). Betts (Auckland). Joyat ISt Heats). 
FamS (Vteanj. SnfaBtttntnc Smith JCastfe- 
fordi. Pttitiptt iVfortmgav, Peered (Ke&- 
ley*. S tu tt Unpe {Wamngaxv. 

Rnferas; S CZar* (Ausraiei. 


Sweden 
enters a 
third crew 

Saflfng " 


SWART ALEXANDBV; 

A third entry from Sweden and 
the four* from Scandinavia for 
the 1997/98 Whitbread Race 
was announced in Stockholm 
yesterday with the return of two 
veteran campaigners, Gunnar 
Krantz and Robert Nilsson. 

Krantz will skipper and Nils- 
son navigate a £6 Jim challenge, 
hacked by Swedish Match in a 
move away from the rival Grand 
Mistral race. Krantz sailed as 
watch-leader for Nilsson on The 
Caxd in 1989/90, before going on 
to skipper Sweden 'syacht in the 
1992 America’s Clip. He was 
alongside NiJson again in 
1993/94 on Intrum Justibn before 
Lawrie Smith took over. Krantz 
later moved to Chris Dickson’s 
Tbloo. Smith now skippers Swe- 
den’s EF Education, which will 
have an all-female entry. 

No decision has yet been 
taken on who wifi design and 
build his new yacht, Krantz 
said. “Most of the top syndicates 
are leaving it very late. We 
have chosen to participate in the 
Whitbread rather than the 
Grand Mistral because the 
Whitbread offers the greatest 
sporting competition and the 
largest commercial potential 
benefits for our partners.” 


French in the dock 


Rugby Union 


Welsh officials were yesterday 
.studying videos.befcne deciding 
whether to take any further ac- 
tion over several off-tbe-ball in- 
cidents during Wednesday’s 
international against France. 

The Welsh stand-off Neil 
Jenkins, claimed he was spat at 
by the French centre Richard 
Dourthd, who was also involved 
in a da* with his opposite num- 
ber, Leigh Davies. The lock 
Olivier Merle was . another 
Frenchman to be singled out by 
Welsh players after mop Chris- 
tian Loader suffered a fadal in- 
jury in his side’s 40-33 defeaL 

Wales are confident the in- 
ternational with Australia wiD 
go ahead at the National Sta- 
dium in Cardiff on 1 December. 
The Australians were consid- 
ering pulling out of the game 
unless a fixture could also be 
arranged with England to com- 
plete a grand slam during their 
forthcoming tour. 

The Welsh Rugby Union 
chairman, Vernon Pugh, said 
yesterday: “Australia have giv- 
en no indication they won't be 
honouring the fixture." 

The British lions tour to 
Sou* Africa next summer will 
go ahead despite the continu- 
ing row between the Rugby 
Football Union and the clubs. 
Ray Williams, chairman of the 
Four Home Unions Tours Com- 


mittee, said the 13-match tour 
was still on when he helped un- 
veil a major sponsorship and kit 
deal for the Lions in Cardiffyes- 
terday. “The Lions tour is def- . 
irately on - we are forging 
ahead with all *e necessary 
arrangements,” he said 
The Lions coach. Ian 
McGeechan, added: “I don’t 
think the clubs have ever said 
players would not be available 
for internationals or the Lions. 
The dubs want the union to re- 
alise that the game has changed 
and *ey have to accept *aL It 
is the unions, after all, who 
turned the game professional” 
Scott Hastings, Scotland's 
most capped international who 
is aiming for a place on the Lions 
tour, yesterday suggested Scot- 
tish players, who like their Eng- 


contracts wkh their union, may 
do so soon. “We’re very dose, it 
could happen in the next week 
to 10 days,” Hastings said at *e 
launch of his autobiography. 

Meanwhile McGeechan be- 
lieves the Lions should start 
playing series against touring 
teams. “If teams £ke Sou* Africa 
or New Zealand come here to 
play the four home nations then 
they should pfc^ a three-Tfest se- 
ries against *e British Lions af- 
terwards,” McGeechan said. 

The new kit retains *e tra- 
ditional Lions jersey while in- 
corporating the famous Adidas 
three-stripes hallmark. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


closes 
gap as 
fades 


jv*jr.V 


Dufiaux. made a late 
. . to the Tbur of Spain 

Ziffle, wi* asupab 
wia ^ ypstcitiay's, 19tii stage 
fiwnGetafe to Avfla. The Swiss 
gHBed 55secoods ou.his opm- 
and replaced the 
rteqfl&mea Lament Jalabert 
in ae&od place overall, four 
mn$£&ana 22 sdco&ds behind 
three days left. 

! seemed unsffected by 
--vw&ups et thafhashft his 
ONprfeam, hut hfeaffleague, 
Jalabert,was dcarfy.unable to 
cope with tbe searing pace and 
test more ttea’2p nanetes. - 
Dufaux would have gained 
more ground burifor the help 
given to Zulle by riders in the 
ch asing pack, which angered' 
Dufaux's Lotus team manager, 
Miaad Moreno. .... 
jfam, who showed Iris 
rday by Sjprintmg 
IhII into Avila, 
_ 4tactagam into- 
_ :. ftcquld.oe hslasl 
chance because tomorrow's 
e Oral ra.a ZfiHe speciafhy 
(-Sunday’s, largsly-flat dos^. 
section traditicaialfy„jcnds 
• sprint finish in Madbad. 



King wins the rights 
to Lewis title fight 


lb the surprise of many m the 
sport, Don Kinghas outbid rival 
pataisjtors tbsfogea contest be- 
tween Lamas Lewis and Oliv- 
er McCall fbrtbe vacant World 
Boxing Council heavyweight 
jcfamtonshb,wrifosKieu Jones. 

While xtoboc^ doubts Kh^'s 
finandal.dout In these matters it 
was thoittjn more l&dy that the 
Mitwomd be st^edl^ Lewis's 
joint jnctopters. Bat when the 
parse bids were op®ed m the 
WBC offices in MaicoOt^yes- 
traiayKing’safibrvras mote than 


$3m{£2m) better tilths sub- 
ntittod byfrismam rival, Lcwb's 
manager Rank Matoflty. . 

Lewis and McCaBwfil share 
$ 9 .l 52 m when the contest is 
stagedr most prd^dy in the 
United States later tius.year. 

. The WBC title passed from 
Lewis to McCaD, who knocked 
him 5* at *Wanbfey two years 
aga, and then to Fiank Bruoo, 
who outpointed McCall before 
foqnff it to Mike T^sobl FoT 
lowing awt proceedings Lewis 
■was confirmed as duBenger 
but took$4m fbrst^ppfog aade 
so that IJson could challenge 


Briue Scflddb fw foe ViforklB^- 


The WBC tide was not az 
stake and Tyson gave it up af- 
terknodringOTtahaplessSeJ- 
don in one round. Tin amazed 
that King bid so much money,” 
Maloney said last night .“barm 
delighted that Lennox has got 
another massive pay day.” 
■Six world title fights m 10 
hours of non-stop boxing is 
planned by Sky lekviaQa for 9 
November, half of it by a £9.95 
pay-per-view sobscoptioiL 
Sky wiB fest show Gtreeof tbe 
world tide boms on Frank bar- 
ren’s Manchester promotion, 
*en switch to pay-per-view r for 
the triple heavyweight champi- 
onship draw from the MGM 
Grand Garden in Las Vegas . 

his Sky’s second subscription 
ve nture , the last being Frank 
Bruno's WBC defence against 
Mike Tyson in March. Vracren’s 
promotion features Nigel Benn 
v Steve COUins (WBO super- 
nriddfeweighf). Prince Naseem 
Hamcd v Remigjo Molina 
(WBO fealherweighi), and 
Ronald Wright v E^fey Bing- 
ham (WBOJ^a-nuddfcwe^il). 
King's bifl has Mike Tyson v 
Evander Holyfield (WBA), 
Hemy Akmw and e v Alexander 
7Aiirin (WBO) and Midtael 
- Moorer v- Frans Bodm (DBF)- 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


ft ott aB 

7.45 unless sated 

SmOHUtme LEAGUE not DMSSB 
Swfodoa Tonm v Wotas 1 

H3S uaw g Pfinar D MrtOB : (Marti Csyv 
HvSmTwm. 

IM HARP NAnONAL IEMUC Prantor OM- 
skx: Boherrtus « Deny dr. Shanvock 
Ftans v Hone Fam Ewan, SfaWti 

CanpetUoa Norfbcn Sti rt tq g Longted v 

fipo u ilway 

7 JO [«tess £3WJ 

mBaaiaaaOsBmvnBiiWatJBtamp- 
Bn: tworti * Pod* Peertmutfi w taMdv. 
CO«B»cei£MnECmUd«B tena B- 
sevE«Ht»ume 18 .O 5 . 

Other sports 

MMMOKfflMS Ro«lB*OaUStor &*■ 

«M Jt. 

OXftSmuT^ EuooesrOpsnfCoKMa*). 
snonee de^r wsaxs iMosEmon. 
UASatOtt (Tdtonn. 


..Jjmirn L'UlUPIULfWiff^sp? 

'.--vV yy-'j i- • ; . 



TODAY'S 


7?» nomberof times fo the test j 
fteyratstoat Sf^ii ft the gjse | 
of Ararto SandieVcario and 
Cdiichfe fcfarfinez, teve won 
Itonnfe^ Fed Cup. For Ihe third 
yc&r nmrangthey USA 

-featuring Monica Seles for trie 

last time - in the finauhis week- 
end in AdanticQty. 


Badmtarton 

Britain’s Simon Archer and Chris Hunt 
Have cruised thrcu&ta the ttvni rourx) 
of men's doubles at the US Open in Cal- 
ifornia after easing past the American 
pairingafKinak Da teuand Anffcny Mo- 
hammad 15-4, 15-3. And there was fur- 
ther Brt&sh success in the women's 
doubles when tfie second seeds Joanne 
Goode and Julie Bracfixiry comfortably 
defeased Kara Sohnundson and Anthea 
Poor, of Canada, ISO, 15-5. Bradbury 

and Archer then teemed up intfwsec- 
ond round ctf the mixed doubles, in which 
they are seeded second, to beat Biyan 
Moody and M3aine Chwtier, of Cana- 
da, 15-0, 15-9. 

Baseball 

AMERKWflfiMUe tftWIBJ 13 Dso« Ui 
SesnJe ilQ8foma2; NawYoAVanteeslS 
uawartee 2 (Oat gome): New Yankees 
5hfek8utee2&acin^d9m^;B8lDiTi0i < B6 
Bonn 2: CWand 6 MMtMa 3: Kansas 
Cay 8 CNcagi Wbr Son 2. 

NXnONAL IBiaue Ftanda 3 AdMfeftSt 
lout 8 Paewgt 7 111 MngO: Qncnwti 
4 Cfeoff Cuts 3; PMaddina 3 Morcmri 
l;HbuSW»5NewVoA tMU 4rt0»v*se* 
Lbs Anastas 7 Stm Rancuoo 5; Colorado 5 
SanOagDl 

Bflflards 

GOLD RAKE WORLD CHAHM0N9B’ 

R3rtSS^ B «2S|S| 

p Gitehrist (Eng 1432-1430; G Seth fbll 
tACauKEne I486. IMS AShand^efttf 
HAmrarOnd) 1402-U7& 

Cricket 

NorthairrtonshirB yestaday confirmed 
the siffvng of MohammaJ Ateam, fte 
Rafetard test bowler, asthe? ouerseas 
player tor 1997. The 24^earckl ftom 
RswsiprncS, who mured Ert^and this 
summer and appeared In the final Test 
at Hie Oval, replaces Cutty Ambrose. 

Cycfing 

-TOUR OF SPAM IMl St** {237ta,taafe 
to AvUa) LMtfist ptacos 1 L Oufajx (S«<J 
Loot, «r 5&nr 53«c; 2 D NffitieCfi W Mapei- 
SB +7h*; 3 A Reran 0) Mfl*»m»nBtinie: 
4 i M Jkoana Sp) Btnesa + Msec; 5 R Pt- 


store IV MG-Tttftnoam +43360; SPCtanMT 

(Ft) Petit Casino same time. Ovenfi Stwd- 

MK IAS* JSn«ONCEa71»3amm 18sec 

2LDutaW +4S22: 3 R ftstae +7^a 4 G 

Tostrfne [AjO PoB +8:34; S T ferong* (SmQ 

Mbps (S +®5 1; 6 S Feustn W AWapwiwiB 
+9J0B. 

Football 

Sky Sports WH screen fte omcrage of 
the Coca-Cola Cup third-round tie be- 
tween Leeds and Aston Vffia on Wadnes- 
day 23 October: 

NAnacnHDEPOOTBUL tEADUE Postponed 
match: Saturday S OdDbw; Manchesar Ctiy 
vl^BtmamaiHmfmmaOonatalTivs). 
C0CA40LA CUP ThlnUwmd drew: TwK v 

Leicester; Tottenham v Sundadand; Port VBIe 

v &fcrd IWtod.- Bntan vChateea: Wmotedcn 

vluagi; west Ham »HoCff^ ia m Forest; Qari- 

ton v Lhmpeoi; GAWum v CwerBK 

v Crystal Palace: Southampton v Ireolrc 

Btodwvn » StaOparc Manchesw Utti v 

SNVKIorcMttdtesbnaclivHuldoideidiNew- 

esaaM v OWom; Stoke v Amend; Leeds v As- 

ton ViM. Ties tn to Pi8j& 22 or 23 October 
SCOtlANB IMS21 SQUAD OnpMB US- 

der-81 Champ lo neh i p i Latvia. Bp. Sy 
daySOctebefsetiEMaoia, Tagtaa. Toeaifay 
S October): Boor (RbW. Do^Mbwrttrti. 
ftwmrtw (West BmoiMCtn. tSBn © Mir- 

ren). Gray (Leeds}, Hamgton tlXr tiecj. Hmp- 
er (ffiiamart. Jm> Wftikiletfan}, 

(St Johnstone). Be&dtodi (fclrtierweB), 

MdCamfe (Hearn), MeMnan 

Agfa WWW). WeysaWi (Ha an fe BMfe 

(Hearts). Romm (Aberdeen), Meta 
(Ranges}. Toaie (dytietank). 

REPUBLIC OF IRBANDIMOER^l SQUAD 

octobarl- Mtfphy A«rt«Mon), WOoonor 

(Hudden&eU), Ml (Boumemoutn). OTooU 

Demy (RwanhwnJ. CtoTfroitentarrt, Oaa 

rpreaarj, Sadly (Crystal Palace), finnan 

(Bnwwam). OHattonm ( MrOOIestirou ^i), 
fmttofVaam v»), MMwn (Tameoi). Da- 
lap (Ckfta m. tenaa# iUwpooO jfttoy 
(Wolves), Tumar (Portsmouth), Cwmoty 
(Wotfwti). 

MAJOR LEAQUC SOCCER PUMH8 E»t- 
am Gorfarance wadtods: Tampe Boy 
Mutiny 2 CoAunblfi Crew 0. 

WEnsSOAVS LATE RESWia a aagM w 
Cffflrwfc AlpOCWsawppera ncn U 

totasl AtaM 2. Qa« KSRaaftxhaint 

D3anamDannajriXW>tZB*latiiM*b- 

ee Madtiti 4. Oraap C: Fenertshqe 0 Aaonu 

U Mmcbeswr Unaed 2 Rapid Vlwmo. on* 

DrPono2ffXGo8wnbur8l: Roseitag-bond- 

hekn 1 Uian 4. Mb Qv M RaBtf Hceotf 


The Heineken European 
Cup organisers, having lost 
ITVs £10m over *e next two 
years, have said if they foil to find 
alternative broadcarting money 
they wiD let ITV screen the com- 
petition for free. They have 
also said it has been reorganised 
to incorporate a quarter-final 
stage that ITV had wanted. 
That means the semi-finals will 
be pul back to 4 January, when 
*e final was due to be played. 

The Coventry chairman, Ger- 
ry Sugrue, yesterday calmed 
fears *at the Second Division 
dub’s decision to sign an agree- 
ment wi* an international de- 
velopment and investment 
corporation was a takeover. 
“This is rrat a takeover, it is a wel- 
come association,” Sugrue said 
of a deal reportedly worth more 
than £lm wi* The Leander 
Group. “When *e club issues 
shares to its members in the near 
future, Leander wall become 
shareholders and will have a rep- 
resentative on the board.” 

The tug of war for the services 
of the former All Black Frano 
Botica took a novel twist yester- 
day when OrreU named him in 
their side to play Wasps tomor- 
row - even though Llanelli are 
likely to name him to play 
Swansea, also tomorrow. Llanelli 
dam they have agreed a £75,000 
transfer fee wi* Botica’s League 
dub Castleford, while Orrell say 
be is contracted to play for them 
in the winter. 


S : Borova Mcnchengbdadi 3 Arsenal 2 faffl 

). Coca-Cola Cop Second round ncend 

keg Chelsea 1 Btodpoof 3 fefl 5-4); Deity 2 

l inert 2 foot 2-3K Lexxaer 2 ScaMOufft 1 
taflj4-it: PM B rt ioreu g i lSo u tt u mptcnd 
1-6); Ponsmeuti 1 VWttfedon 1 tagg 1-2); OPR 
1 SwnJan 3 3-4; aeO; Tosertwm 3 Pre- 

stonO(a«4-in West H®n 1 Barnet 0 tage 
2-11. QM Vanbtdl Cottasnco: Gaeeshead 0 

WBOSesMti 0. Ids IM0M PiwMar DMata: 

Hamm<aorTX4j\2Brarrfeya RajDfcwfareOie 

Mm4BatcnRmwsQ.tMBontil«0iePi»- 

ndw DMsion: teavtgen Sartey 2 Lancaaw 

1; Afetton O Hyde 3; Bahop AxMand 2 Fncfc 

ley 2. Hut JMsfecc J*siey ttflw3 Orajlstien 

a nr Martens UagoePmedet mvWon: Net- 

port AFC 0 Nuneaon Beraum 0. MAnd OF 

«Wo>c Corty 0 Keston 0: SoBhJl Bonxi0> 3 

ShepMwti Dnm2 SautMn DMskK Fae- 

hern 0 wewy a H«aR 1 Timtimge L 

UMipiiittWtadCawiHaalaapw fi a B— rP*- 

- - - - - ■■ iLeafixOv 

Conntnartsl. 

■BNFkstn- 

Hen Star DOW* 2 

sadon 1; GuBtaoWi 2 Stotton 4; Uunm 

1 Mtatfon Temcs^ Whrtby 4 South Static 

1. Jmm SttUn MaBia Cap Pntulm 

rams Stobuy Toan O &mv Tomi 1. WUc 

lata fwfer DkUR Meat 1 Vilantoff 

1; 2 T«4ta Row* 2; Shertwood Urt- 

ati 2 Farad 3; S*ndon Smeanam 3 «- 
mnltaZj ti ss h lllw dl eiawlfeife 
OMstoiE Cahe 2 BnsW Mnor Fanfl 0: CHJ)^ 
penhan 1 MRRDlsMti J; Ttattn 4 HWWV 
Q0Uebri*Tw*mto&anBt-Boaa0*t& 

MKSrr.aTs'ss 

LaHtoe Cir saeond mra Stisey 6 Broad- 
bnUt Heath a Hoithara Cowries Eat 
ItaN Pnamr DMRon; Denoby 1 Rnafistt 
K aifield 2 Hafem 3. LeaMM Fist 
Round: Tadcascv 2 Wbahnutfi Bates 5. 
North MM Cointin Uagw FM 
Ptescot 0 Fenrth 3- Comtilnad c amtita 
Lone * ItawPMriflwAih UDD WestfeM 
3. Jwmoo Hum leaps Cup Hst mwd 
tint tore BncfcaAnt 3 BAT ft Com Sports 
0 DaHdon 5; PewsfeU 5 Homey S. Wast- 
•awd H —ulBiJM i ent e Dawn iMffK 
fasmt* A Wwrwudi Command 1 Uap» « 
WataK Cumbran Tpw 2 Camathen T«m2. 

fiU IWiiiiKltMffsaf InMS&WdN^ 
«m SectlaiB Mmma O Si RasE 0. Purina 

fi e tart er DhMowBeiu ntfa mO Stay 
1; Leeds 1 Bswttan 1; Tranwerfi 0 &*rtnnl- 

MDhUbKMBnVWalNoittClMiivSMri- 

dratwrii 1 OwroyO; SunMard 3 Pen iVds 
2-SeeeMl DtaloicCaitBie 1 Bwrtirrfr Man- 
eftfiRarCW 2 Barnsley l-Mtotfam 5 Snw«- 
tay li Yak 3 SteOpon 2. Aww l ownra 
Co nMne M nn F tat D Mri o B e Boanemoah 1 
Southampton 0; Bostoi Romr 1 West Hem 1; 
ftojson 3 NomkIi S CanW2»*i«B# 1 0»t- 
ton 1 Sratan 4. kitenatfaial WowSy: 
Pelaa) 1 (RaanczBk 35» llrtted Anb Enraas 
0 tat 003 staArn, Wutastoa Sbs*tl 


Trojans 
need all 
their spirit 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 

Slough, setting the pace in the 
Premier Division of *e men’s 
National League, travel to 
Southampton on Sunday with 
an unchanged squad, following 
last week's 3-0 win against Bal- 
sam Leicester, but mil be with- 
out John Shaw, their coach, who 
will be playing for Southgate- 
Promoted Trojans, who lost 2-1 
at Doncaster, will be pressed to 
hold *e powerful Slough ma- 
chine, which really did not have 
a weakness against Leicester. 

Michelle Robertson and Ann 
Bevan. *e Welsh internation- 
als, return to the Clifton side for 
*eir visit to Leicester but 
Rachel O'Bryan, injured against 
Australia last weekend in 
Cardiff, will be missing. Leices- 
ter have no injury problems. 

High town, the champions who 
were fortunate iolakeJuD points 
against Clifton last week, enter- 
tain Ipswich. Whh bo* sides ex- 
pecting to be at frill strength, this 
should be top fixture. 

Newly promoted Olton made 
an impressive start in First Di- 
vision and appear to have quick- 
ly mastered the new “no offside” 
rule when *ey put seven past 
Bhieharts last weekend. They \ts- 
ft Bradford Swithenbank. 


Golf 

SMURFff EUROPEAN OPEN (DuMta) laad- 
InKflnt-fotmti aeoms (GB or M unless stst- 
•dj: 65 P H amilt on. G6 N FJsffi i5we); 67 
C Rocca (It): 68 MTunnicMI; M Jotam iSwei; 
J Paj^ie: 69 G Brand Jrr D Borrego !Spl; M 
Wetrfr: f? Wesseis iSAi. p OT.^Ier lAvs): & 
Dans (AleO; M A UafUn rSp:: 70 D Robert- 
son; LWKrwooti. G Ei-ors R Putaefi: B Lane; 
PMcGidev;71PPnce;Br,toG<Mrn:MMace- 
mc: R BmI; D Smytii. A Cottan; PHaugsrud 

(Nor): S Tnnmg ®eni: J M Ccrtuares i&p): A 

Bossen M McLean: P-U Johansson 

(Snel; G AL:«3JS: 3 Ixifff lOer/: S Freni; 72 
A Cabrera lAig 1 ; i Hae^grren \S*et; R Green 
lAus):f?ama;DCIate:MA AmeneiSpl; 
J Hegarty: P Eeles: D Hospaal ispi: R Crop- 
mam M Ro« J Coceres [A-g); i Gamdo (Sp). 
A HjTOt S Case: R Coles; F Cea 'Spi; 73 P 
lare; C Mason; E Ftamem lArg); C Mon- 
no mew;; F P Waftan; E Darcy; 1 

Van to Velde (Fri: S Struver [Gen: I Pyman; 
M Drenoere iSnef’; D Oraa (&»i; 5 Lve; 
J Spence; DHggifiX PIMSteH; C Ceoer ttn: 
U Besamray <frj. 

Rugby Laagtte 

Oldham Beats took set to play all their 
Super League games ana cup ties at 
Boundary P»X next season. The duti are 
plannmg to quit WateisheddingB - their 
home for mare than a century - and 
mewe in with ther football ne^ihours, 
Oldham Athletic, pending the cnmple- 
non of a proposed new stadium. 


Tennis 

SWISS INDOOR CHWSPKJKSWPS (Baric) 
Sacood raumfcHDreelonan (Gen In M Stldi 
(Ga) 6-7 6-J 6-1: P Sampms fus» * T Itas 
tGH)642-6&3;7KafeS*A»(Ru5l«Lftll« 
(Ft) 4-6 6-3 6-4; O Detatre fFn tt R Furtan 
A) 1-6 6-2 6-2. 

UAAtnUWTSAlEUirEOWriRSMan^MO- 
ood found: CWiBatsonIGB) MB Conan ((31 
6-2 6-2: A Rxradson iGSi K T Spate (GB) 
64 7-6; A Pamtar [GBi M 1 Banwtl (GB. 1 61 
6-3; A Vyona (Gel W N Gould (GB) 6-3 6-4; 
F Rouay (Swb) U F Stauder (G « 3 € 7-6 
63; R Roertg tSAl fat P RoMmon (GBI 63 64: 
O FUmk (tt HeM « O Omper (GBI 62 6f 
J foi (GQ K D B«a (H| 67 64 &a. Women* 
s*md nMB± i o^n iGB) la R Cross (SB) 

63 64; N B&rm iRibi tt H rAMthene 1(31 
62 67 61: L wootinri? (GB) bt E Bond (GBI- 
0-6 62 62; L Ah) (68) bt H laupa (Esfl 67 
6-0 62: H Van AdMsen (N«») H S T&e IGBI 
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TWenty-two months ago, Paul 
Merson sat in the Queensbor- 
ougb room of the Park Court 
Hotel in West London and 
cried as be confessed to his trio 

of addictions. As he related a 
grim tale of alcohol, gambling 
and cocaine dependency, he al- 
lowed himself a moment to 
dream of a brighter future. 

“My goal is to play for Eng- 
land again.” he said on that dark 
December afternoon. Then he 
went off to a rehabilitation 
clinic. Three demons, rather 
than three lions, were on his 
mind. 

Yesterday, in that same 
room, Glenn Hoddle wel- 
comed Merson back into the 
England fold by including him 
in the squad to meet Poland, 
at Wembley, on 9 October. Sit- 
ting at the same dias Merson 
bad occupied Hoddle declared: 


“This is purely a football deci- 
sion. It is not a sympathy vote, 
it has nothing to do with other 
things. Paul has come bade this 
season. He is leaner than ever 
and playing extremely wen.” 

Hoddle also called up Do- 


pbone to ring. But be had also 
booked a holiday in New York 
for next weekend. “It was a sur- 


prise for Lorraine [his wife]/ 

7 the surprise 


minic Matteo, of Liverpool, for 
id Piatt h 


the first time. David Platt is re- 
called after injury, while Ian 
Wright's international hopes 
are resurrected with a place on 


the standby list Tony Adams is 
felt he was 


omitted — Hoddle — 

not folly fit and had enough to 
worry about at present 
Arsenal's other recovering al- 
coholic is substantially further 
along the road of recovery and 
a recall had been- suggested. 
Merson, though, had not been 
relying on it True, he was so 
nervous yesterday he went out 
to play te nnis rather than listen 
to the radio or wait for the tele- 


Merson said. “Now 1 
is that we are not going.* 

Now the raucous atmosphere 
of New York will have to be 
passed over for the calm of 
Bisham Abbey. Merson will 
not mind, it is his first involve- 
ment with Fnghnd since he won 
the last of his 14 caps in Terry 
Venables’ second match, the 5-0 
win over Greece in May 1984. 

“People needs goals when 
they are going through hard 
times,” Hoddle said of Meisou’s 
England ambitions. “I don't 
know if it is something you ever 
get over but he is certainly 
dealing with it at the moment” 
After his confession Merson 
did not play for two months. He 
returned to a warm response 


United's approach 


points the way 


ahead in Europe 



Howard Wilkinson, the former Leeds 
manager, analyses the problems 
British teams have faced this week 


When two teams step on to a 
football pitch, what ensues can 
be likened toa baring match. For 
each contestant the aim is the 
same: “victory without pain”. 

Parallels are numerous. 
Preparation is a big factor. The 
wise old trainer knows that when 
you train there is pain, but bet- 
ter to have pain in training than 
pain on the night Shrewd fight- 
ers don’t fight to train, they train 
long and hard for the fight. 

European football can be 
heavyweight stuff. Muhammad 
Ali and Frank Bruno were both 
brave, noble and gifted expo- 
nents of their trade, but the good 
Muhammad would be my man 
on European Cup fight night, 
forever floating like a butterfly, 
frequently stinging like a bee. 

So what of British clubs' per- 
formances in Europe this week? 
In real terms I do not believe 
it has been the disaster that 
many would have us believe. 

Arsenals 3-2 home defeat 
against Borussia Monchenglad- 
bach meant they had to play high- 
risk football in the second leg. 
They did, they scored goals, but 
ultimately paid the price. 

Rangers, who lost to Aux- 
erre, once again suffered from 
playing too many soft domes- 
tic encounters. Compared with 
the Premiership's endless slog, 
the Scottish Premier Division 
is, for Rangers, mostly a stroll. 


Aston Villa, who went out to 
Helsingborgs on the away-goals 
rule, confused patience with 
persistence, pace and penetra- 
tion. There is a difference be- 
tween patience and possession. 
Patience is a state of mind; it is 
not a way to pass the ball Vil- 
la bad to play to win, but their 
patient play lacked pace and 
penetration. Villa’s bade door re- 
mained firmly locked, but un- 
fortunately so did the Swedes’. 

Manchester United, on the 
other hand, got it just about 
right against Rapid Vienna, 
certainly for the first hour any- 
way. In that time they played to 
win; their combination of pa- 
tience, persistence, pace and 
penetration created a tempo to 
the game which threw the Aus- 
trians into a state of mental and 
physical disarray. 

In the last half hour we saw 
why the Austrians had won 
their league. United then bad 
to show that, at times, it is im- 
portant Lbat you play not to lose. 
This they did. 

They also showed that British 
can be best. The mental and 
physical aggression so necessary 
to survive in many Premiership 
encounters is a characteristic 
rarely encountered by foreign 
players, and we would do well 
to remember this. 

Our players are products of 
their environment, and an ex- 


amination of the greenhouse in 
which they are force-grown wiQ 
provide nearly all the answers 
to the questions our game faces. 

Our football is universally 
seen as sportsmanlike, highly at- 
tractive, exciting, passionate, 
never short on incident, but 
nafve. Domestically we enjoy 
and are therefore used to high- 
risk footbalL Giving the ball 
away cheaply is no big problem 
if you know you will get it back 
quickly. The desire to see ac- 
tion and incident in and around 
the penalty areas has always 
dominated our approach to 
the game. 

Many managers have toyed 
with the idea of changing the 
public’s perception of what is 
“good football”, but few have 
ever achieved this. Liverpool 
still have perhaps the most 
knowledgeable group of sup- 
porters. It is a knowledge built 
and sustained over many years 
of European success. 

Nottingham Forest's fens dis- 
played similar patience, most- 
ly by dint of Brian Gough*s 
domineering personality. Man- 
chester United are moving 
down that same road, but Lheir 
fans will not be really con- 
vinced until their team has fi- 


nally pulled off the big one. 
Outside t 


these shores, dubs 
play European football week in, 
week out Their league, cup and 
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ACROSS 

I Sailor involved in fantastic 
display of British resolve. 

as can he seen (1(1) 

6 Mistake, cutting end off 
fish-hook t4) 

10 Eroding into a cheer, a 
pamful experience for the 
lisrener? (7) 

II Georgia gets Christmas 
cards from him (7) 

12 Clear river, home to a sin- 
gle rodent (9) 

13 Item found in narrow pas- 
sage (5) 

14 Virginia's in trouble to 
boot (5) 

15 Vehicle parked on rank? 
(6,3) , 

17 lake winding course delin- 
eated bv Prince's predeces- 
sor (9) ’ 

20 Passage Til read nut |5) 


21 Nervous reaction after im- 
bibing less than one drink 
(5) 

23 Use of Latin in one prop- 
erty document makes us 
uncomfortable (3-2-4) 

25 Federal agents infiltrating 
circle, or part of it (7) 

26 Doctor crossing African 
river eastwards returns 
badly sunburnt (7) 

27 Unusual resistance to met- 
ric measurement (4) 

28 Dilapidated cabs creepy 
impression created by sim- 
ulators (10) 


Carpeting expert suggests 
way to get more people 
into space (6. 8) 
Transparency with which 
Greek character breaks law 
an drug? (7) 

Brilliant essayist [provides 
introduction to English 
books (7) 

Allow a daughter to go to 
college in the States (5) 
Decorated cm the outside, 
with no commitment? (5-1) ' 
The people opposite, who 
7, 


DOWN 


Corpulent old boy has a 

' SP) 


certain hearing 
Substitute playing' with rare 
gusto (9) 


tfe oppose 
newer call? (6. 3) 

14 Taster perhaps employed 
initially in orgiastic parties 
( g ) 

16 Tip actor, one entertained 
by drag producer in Cen- 
tral American country (5, 
4) 

18 Folded lint packing for ex- 
ample is verv good (7) 

19 Lattice for fruit trees to 
climb up, though one’s- per- 
ished - a setback (7) 

22 Queen almost goes up river 
IS) 

24 Hole negotiated very well 
by big bud (5) 
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drug tests are exammeu. 


from Arsenal fens and has grad- 
ually picked up his game. He is 
fitter, and more consistent, than 
at any time in his career and is 
scoring goals -four already this 
season, 

Hoddle, who sees his best po- 
sition as an offensive midfield- 
er, said: "He is a great example 


to other people, perhaps not in 


the public eye, to show you can 
i credit tohir 


overcome it It is a credit to him 
and the people who stood by 
him at the FA, at Arsenal, and 
people no kmffir at Arsenal like 
Bruce Riocn and Stewart 
Houston. 

. “It takes a lot of courage to 


come out - though you proba- 
bly feel better afterwards. Like 

Ibny Adams, be is no longer liv- 
ing a lie. 

“I have spoken to Ttray about 
not picking him - but not about 
his ritfnk problem. It is not the 
sort of thing you talk about on 
the phone. We talk fece-to- 
face some time. A 100 per cent 
fit Ibny Adams win certainly be 
to the fore of my mind but he 
is not fit yet and it would not be 
fair on him or his dub." 

Adams’ team-mate, Wright, 
will be deigjhted at his recall, 
even as a standby. The 32-year- 
oki has not played for England 
since befog, substituted against 


Although he has 20 caps, he I 
rarely played a whole match. 

*Tm interested in talent, not 
age,” Hoddtesadd "I tried to buy 
nun for Chelsea last year which 


I would sot have done if I had 
thought he was over the hill.” 

Hoddle admitted he had also 

tried to sign Matteo, on loan;: 
while manager at Swindon. He 

was rebuffed then. He may now 

reflect that being able to pick 
anyone he wants - as long as 

they are English -is one of the 

perks of being national coach- 
That is, as long as their club 
judges them to be fit. Darren 
Anderton and Steve Stone are 
already missing, injured, from 
the last squad. Some of this one 
will be after the weekend culL 
That is why, having dismissed 
the idea of standby players be- 
fore the trip to Moldova, Hod- 
dle has chosen eight of them. 
“Tin learning fast,” he said. 

The squad will meet up on 
Tuesday. Hoddle will then have 

a week with them - unlike Vfen- 
ables he does not intend to 


allow them to go home forth® ■ 
weekend. “Once they — 
there,” he said with a 
‘They are on intematio..... v~y. 
| Richie Humphreys of Sheff- 
ield Wednesday has won acatt- . 
up to the England 
squad. The IS-year-old stri*^ 
scored three goals in the.i 
four games of the season-! 
joined by Liverpool’s 
Thompson, a 1 9-year-old 
has been elevated from. 
Under- 18 side. James Scow 
of Ipswich and Nigel Qua 
of Queen’s Baric Rangentr- 
other newcomers • ■ . -/ 
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Ole Gunnar Sotskjaer (left) celebrates with Eric Cantona after scoring Manchester United's first goal on Wednesday 


international football is all Eu- 
ropean. Eveiy team plays that 
way and, just as importantly, so 
do their opponents. 

Time is crucial, as Euro 96 
proved. The summer provided 
the time and opportunity for 
English players to relearn and 
their performances proved that 
the so-called “gulf' is perhaps 
more oF a “gap". Unfortunate- 
ly periods of enlightenment 
such as this are only temporary; 
the last thing we learn is gen- 
erally the first thing wc forget. 

Time spent failing offered 
Liverpool that same opportuni- 
ty. Don’t forget, their early un- 
successful sorties in Europe 
provoked criticism just as vehe- 
ment as any provoked by today's 
failures. Forest - or rather 
Clough -didn't give a damn and 
played lhat wav\ like it or lump 
it. Forest won, so they liked iL 
Manchester United will get 
there, 1 am sure, but it win con- 
tinue to be a quest that brings oc- 
casional frustration and failures. 

If we are to write a new song 
for Europe we have to change 


the environment, and that 
means changing the system. 
Youngsters must continue to 
benefit from the new regulations 
which allow dubs greater access 
at even younger ages, but they 
must have even more access. 

There must be more invest- 
ment The number and quality 
of coaches working with children 
has to rise. 'Hie number of games 
played by our best players must 
be reduced at all levels, thus al- 
lowing more time for their tech- 
nical and tactical development 
Youth development should start 
at eight and end at 21. 

Technical and tactical devel- 
opment should be a never-end- 
ing pursuit for excellence, no 
matter what the players age, 
pedigree or reputation. At Mi- 
lan they play basketball once a 
week, with qualified basketball 
coaches. Basketball has physi- 
cal and physiological benefits for 
footballers and tactically is a 
very sophisticated game, offer- 
ing great benefits to the think- 
ing footballer. 

Of course the influx of the 


very best foreign players will 
help, but they will change more 
than we wilL Signor Vialli will 
not have been at the end of too 
many 5-1 defeats during bis time 
in Italy, so “when in London"... 

If we are to look at foreign in- 
fluences, better we look at sys- 
tems rather than individuals. 
The Dutch, and Aiax in partic- 
ular, seem to have oevdoped the 
knack of produdrtg good players. 
But take the good Dutch play- 
ers out of the good Dutch teams 
and the teams are not so good 
anymore. Euro 96 showed that 

The Germans, on the other 
hand, seem to get it right in all 
ways. The strength of a nation's 
football is judged by the achieve- 
ments of its international team 
and. in Europe, they arc second 
to none. June saw diem bring (he 
worst bunch ever to England yet 
with serious injury problems 
the}’ did it again. Moreover they 
arc always so damned lucky. But 
then, as Cary Player remarked 
after luckily holing out from a 
bunker yul again: “The more 1 
practise, the luckier 1 get." 


Photograph; Allsporti^/H 


Little lambasts critics 


Brian Little, the Aston Villa 
manager, has replied lo critics, 
such as Alan Hansen and Chris 
Waddle, the television pundits 
who censured his sides perfor- 
mance in their Uefa Cup defeat 
by Helsingborgs. the Swedish 
club. Hansen and Waddle led 
the television and media criti- 
cism after Villa went out on the 
away goals rule, having being 
held to a 0-0 draw in Sweden. 

Ultlc said: “Ifwchad plaved 
that game on another day, 
Dwight Yorkc would have got 


(he penalty we thought wc had 
id Alan W' 


and Alan Wright’s shot would 
have gone in instead of hitting 
the bar. Helsingborgs wouldn’t 
have come back from that and 
wc would have gone through. 
But when I hear the so-called 
experts on television say lhat we 
should change the system - a 
system which has brought us a 
lol of success - then 1 know we 
can't win. 

"What would have happened 
if 1 had changed things about 
and wc had still not gone 
through? Then I would have 
been criticised for changing it 


It’s easy to say these things af- 
ter the match. You have lo stick 
to what you believe in and I did 
what I thought was right. It's 
easy to say what you should and 
shouldn't do after the event" 
Little hinted that the hectic 
nature of the domestic pro- 
gramme also reduces the op- 
portunities to change the way u 
side can play. “If I had three 
weeks to get ready for a game, 
instead of three days, then 1 
could, perhaps, prepare the 
players to change things 
around," he said “I could get 
the lads together and go 
through things with them - but 
it just doesn't work like lhaL" 
Little also refused to at- 
tribute any blame for Villus exit 
to the strikers. Yorkc and Savo 
Milosevic, who are struggling to 
reproduce the form that pro- 
duced 39 goals between them 
last season. "We win and lose 
matches as a team." Little said. 
“We were winning against Ar- 
senal 2-0 and winning at 
Chelsea and drew 1-1, I’m not 
singling people out. but we 
didn’t win those matches 


because we lost goals. We also 
lost a goal at Villa Park against 
Hclsinghaigji. That was the rea- 
son wc didn't go <h rough." 

The Celtic striker Jorge 
Cadele is out of tomorrow's 
Old Firm derby against Ra ng ers 
at Ibrox. The Portuguese in- 
ternational suffered a ham- 
string problem in Tuesday's 
Ucfe Cup exit against Hamburg 
in Germany and misses what 
would have been his first Glas- 
gow derby, 

“Jorge won’t make it and that 
b a big disappointment to us as 
we really wanted him for this 
one," the Celtic manager. Tom- 
my Bums. said. 

Celtic also have slight worries 
over Pierre \&n Hooijdonk and 
Andreas Thom, although it 
would be a r shock if either of 
them was ruled out Cadele was 
controversially deemed ineligi- 
ble for the final Old Firm der- 
by of last season, the Tenncnls 
Scottish Cup semi-final at Ham- 
pden in April which Rangers 
won 2-1 . Simon Donnelly is one 
candidate to step up, although 
Bums has other options. 
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Closing 

Open 

Systems. 



1 ? e 1 ' r ? ernet « the most open system of 
aH- When you choose to 


use 


serious business applications, keeping 
your data hidden from intruders is vital 


For developing internet systems, Oracle 
and Sun are a powerful combination. 
I hey have a partnership called TCE" - 
Internet Centric Excellence - which they 
t0 ^ businesses use the 
Web. The task of implementing systems 

^ iem from prying eyes 
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Call to speak to a consultant, and for our 
Executive Briefing on Internet security. 
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